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Ho4*LGuest Found-Shot 
To Death; Gun in Bed 

A m* tentatively Identified u 
girmi pPiinsberg of New York City 
w»i found shot to death through 
the head In hU room at the Bellevue 
Hotel, first block of 1 etreet IfW, 
e*Hy today. A ,38-callber revolver 
WHS found In bed with the bWy. 

Identification was tentatively [ es- 
tablished through photograph* fcnd 
papers, described by police as J re- 
armbling pessporU They Indicated 
the man recently had been In 
Canada Several note*, which police 
said appeared to be written In 
Russian, were round in the roop. 

Hotel spokesmen said the m\n 
registered Saturday under the nU»e 
of "WalterTforet" of New Yolk, 
TTe tflSd^w a* rfmowed to the Dy- 
triit Monrue. 
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THE WASHINGTON EVENING STAR 
February 10 , 1941 


ArlidesToldofOGPU 1 
Purges and Spying 

Vast Network of Counterfeiting, 
Plotting and Murders Bared 

The following txcirpt, from tkc serie s of sensational articles 
ke wrote for ike Saturday Evening Post in 1939 tell the story of 
*£“ r “ r •/*«»; w f»f[ G Erivittig, former Boeiet militarjZ 
tittigence chef, found shot to deatk in a Washington hotel room 
yetteraa y, f 

on* *ords, reproduced here by special permission of 
the Saturday Evenly Post, the former Sonet agent describes 
McUvtUes of StaUn’s dreaded OGPU of which he lived in daily 
terror after hi* arnval in the United States. ¥ 

B 7 OEK. WALTER O. KRIYITBKY 
<Af written by him In a eerie* *f arttelm In the 
Aalurday Evening Post.) 

OMvtbubd k WintUwl t^nlr« frr if«UJ | rVrfu «f 

TW hlirfw Etntat r«L 

In Hay, 1937, Stalin bestowed upon me the highest t«ti- 
uotual within h» power. Within six months I became the 
object of an intensive man hunt by Stalin’* OGPU agents How 

did it happen? ♦ - 

R 0*0 

Jl Par nearly 18 years, untU late 
1937, I was In the Intelligence 


Department of the General Staff 
of the Red Army. 

During that time I worked In 
Germany. In Moscow as head of 
the Central European Division, 
and finally from 1935 to 1937 u 
tn^Chlef of Soviet Intelligence tor 
Western Europe. 

My experience is a case history 
of a loyal Soviet officer trans- 
■ formed overnight Into State prey 
to be shot down wherever the 
■hooting Is good. It is typical of 
thousands in the Soviet Union who 
are glorified as heroes today and 
tomorrow denounced as traitors. 


TOOK FRIEND AWAY. 

In Moacow I put up at the Hotel 
Savoy. The purge U937) was In 
full awing. One of my closest 
friends. Max Maximov-Unschlicht, 
a nephew of the former vice -com- 
missar of War, occupied with his 
wife the mm next to me. 

For nearly three years Max had 
served a* chief of our Military In- 
telligence In Naal Germany. 

On* night, I returned to my 
room very late, I went to bed 
without knocking at the Unsch- 
Ucfcts* door. In the dead of night 
I was awakened fay a noise In the 
corridor outside. ~ 

It must be the OGPU coming far 
me. X thought. 

But they did not come to my 
door. As I opened ii I faced Max's 
wilt. Regina, tears streaming down 
her cheeks, terror in her eyes, 

•They took Max away! They 
t**k Max away!" was all she mid 
mtn 

owo 

ISAM* ARRESTED. 

W'thin the first five months of 
1937 350.000 political arrests were 
made by the OOFU, according to 
official figures disclosed to me 
by the chief JL the special section 
In charge <4 the purge. 

/ 0+0 
■fcs'tte midst of this tidal wave 
*f arrests and executions there 
were those among my associates 
who doubted that j would be al- 
to**! to leave the country. 

About the middle of May I 
ran Into an old acquaintance who 
had served as Soviet military at- 
tache In Rumania. He was a 
towering and Jolly fellow whose 
sense of humor did not desert 


the balance and Us faQ moi 
tartly expected, I received 
passport. 

0+0 

MEETS REISS* 

..In inly I saw my aid friend 
and comrade, Ignace Re Us, to 
Paris, where I had gene to eon 
fer with MHti« of mr agents. Ua 
and I were boead together by 
ny years of pertloas under- 
ground service, and there were 
few confidences which we did not 
share. 

Two hours later I received an 
urgent message from my Paris 
secretary. Madeleine, to meet 
Splegelglass, assistant to the chief 
of the Foreign Division of the 
OGPU, whom Yexhov had sent to 
Western Europe on a of 

the highest secrecy. 

INOTljThe oarer, tt devd. 

oped, had intercepted tetters from 
Reiss “resigning'’ from Stalin's 
service and denouncing him as a 
"murderer."] 

Krlvitaky continues: 

To Splegelglass. the message of 
Reiss spelled but one thing. 

SPY CHARGE MADE. 

Ptom now on, Reiss was a spy. 
a dangerous enemy to be "liqui- 
dated." for Stalin does not permit 
Soviet agents to leave his service. 

Splegelglass became very ex- 
plicit, His words left little doubt 
In my mind that my own fate 
depended upon my conduct that 
night. To hi* insistent suggestion 
that I take a hand In organizing 
the "solution" of the Reiss case, 
so as to establish my own loyalty 
to the eyes of Yezhov and Stalin. 

I finally replied that I would have 
nothing to do with any such under- 
taking. 

AT THAT MOMENT I REAL- 
IZED THAT MY LIFELONG 
SERVICE TO THE SOVIET GOV- 
ERNMENT WAS ENDED, 

0+0 

ROM ASSASSINATED. 

When I read o t Reiss's death 
(Msasstoation) on September 6, I 
realised that my own situation was 
desperate. BUUn and Yezhov 
would never forgive my refusal to 
participate to the crime. 

I had before me qow the choice 
between a bullet In the Lublanka 
from Stalin’s formal executioners, 
and, outside Russia, a rain of bul- 
lets from a sub-machine gun to 
the hanrtf his informal assas- 



HOELZ WAS KILLED BY 
Thro* recent character 

Krlvitaky, whose mysterious 

Miss LaFolletfe 
Says Ex-Spy 
Was Hounded 

Asserts Krivitsky 
KnewHeVtas .... 

in Deadly Peril 

If Otn. Walter O. KiMtikj 
killed himself, he was "bounded" 
to It by the OOPU. Susanna La 
Follette. c^u*!n of Fen. Robert, w 
La Pollelte, of Wisconsin, declared 
today. r 

It was to Miss La FoUette, a 
well-known magazine writer and 
a family friend of the Krivltakyi, 
that one of the three notes found 
beside his body was addressed. 

Seated to her suite at the Hotel 
ChelAa. 7th ave. and W. 33rd «t„ 
she appeared obviously shaken as 
■he mid: 

”Vm reluctant to believe hr took 
his own We. He was deeply to 
love with Us wife and child and 1 
know, too, that ho told at least 
two people that some day he rald 
be murdered and It would be made 
to took like a suicide.” 

CAPABLE OP MUCH. 

*Do you beUere it was murder?" 


"J 

studies of Gen- 
death b branded 


Bhe puffed at a cigarette nerv- 
ously. and lifted her shoulders 
helplessly, 

•'Bow do I definitely know what 
it was?" she asked. "But they 







rvnew ne was 


without knocking at the Unsch- 
lichts' door. In the dead of night 
I vu awakened by a noise in the 
corridor outside. 

It roust be the OGPU coming for 
roe. I thought. 

But they did not come to my 
door, As I opened It I faced Max's 
wife, Regina, tears streaming down 
her cheeks, terror In her eyes, 

“They took Max away! They 
took Max away!” wax all she could 

■ay. 

0*0 

ISQ.ftM ARRESTED. 

W'thin the first five months of 
1937 350.000 political arrests were 
made by the OGPU, according to 
official figures disclosed to me 
b T the chief of the special section 
In charge of the purge. 

0*0 

In the midst of this tidal wave 
of arrests and executions ... there 
were those among my associates 
who doubted that 1 would be al- 
lowed to leave the country... 

About the middle of May 1 
ran into an old acquaintance who 
had served Soviet military at- 
tache in Rumania. He was a 
towering and Jolly fellow whose 
sense of humor did not desert him 
even now. 

He stopped In his tracks when 
he ml w me on the street. 

“Am I seeing thing*, or Is this 
Walter? What, they haven't mr- 
re«ted you yet? Never mind; don’t 
feel hurt. TheyTl get around to 
you soon enough, and he roared 
with laughter. 

0*0 

But on May 22. the day when 
the fate of War Commissar Yor- 1 


even as he was buying furniture 
for his New York home and plan- 
ning to^ecome a useful American 
cftizem that Stalin's OGPU was 
drawing Its dread network around 
him. 

Bo as be was talking to Boris 
Shub, his freind and magazine col- 
laborator In Shub’s apartment at 
10 Monroe st., Knickerbocker Vil- 
lage, six weeks ago, Krivitsky said; 

DESPAIRED OF ESCAPE. 

“I haven't any hope or escape. 
None?" 

Shub. who also acted as transla- 
tor for Krivitsky. in recalling that 
conversation, said his friend had 
absolutely no intention of taking 
his own life. 

*1/ he did die by his own hand, 
which I think unlikely, he actually 


a dangerous enemy to be ’•liqui- 
dated." for Stalin does not permit 
f >t agents to leave his service, 
piegelgiaas became very ex- 
At. His words left little doubt 
in my mind that roy own fate 
depended upon my conduct that 
night. To his insistent suggestion 
that I take a hand in organizing 
the "solution" of the Reiss case, 
so as to establish my own loyalty 
in the eyes of Yezhov and Stalin. 
I finally replied that I would have 
nothing to do with any such under- 
taking. 

AT THAT MOMENT I REAL- 
IZED THAT MY LIFELONG 
SERVICE TO THE SOVIET GOV- 
ERNMENT WAS ENDED, 

0*0 

REISS ASSASSINATED. 

When I read of Reiss's death 
(assassination) on September 5, I 
realized that my own situation was 
desperate, Stalin and Yezhov 
would never forgive my refusal to 
participate in the crime. 

I had before me qow the choice 
between a bullet in the Lublanka 
from Stalin's formal executioners,, 
and, outside Russia, a rain of bul- 
lets from a sub-machine gun in 
the hands of his informal assas- 
sins. 

0*0 

T appealed to M. Dormoy, the 
French Socialist Minister of the 
Interior, revealing my identity and 
soliciting the protection of his 
government. In my appeal to him 
I referred to my Soviet service 
from 1919 to 1937, and continued: 

T know that a price been 
put on my head. The auaaalns 
are after me, and they will not 
spare even my wife or child. I 


waa a victim pf the OGPU," Shub 
said. "Their constant bounding 
and the day-to-day terror which 
they use against their victim* 
might have taken effect at last/* 

FEARS FOR WIFE AND SON. 

“Krlvttaky was determined to 

fight Communism W bis last 
breath. He had even been invited 
by the British Government to come 
to London and work for them 
against the OGPU and Hitler's 
Gestapo." 

Fear that the OGPU might nave 
marked 36-year-old Antonia Kri- 
vitsky and the son, Alex, for their 
next victims kept Shub from re- 
vealing their whereabouts in New 
York, 

"From what I know of Stalin’s 
OGPU, thetr lives are none too se- 
cure at this very moment," Shub 
declared. 

r 


in Dear' Peril 

If Gen, Waiter O. KrhdUky 
killed himself, he was "hounded" 
to it by the OGPU. Suzanne La 
Follette, cousin of Sen. Robert M. 
La Follette, of Wisconsin, declared 
today. f 

It wag to Miss La Follette, a 
well-known magazine writer and 
a family friend of the Krivitskys, 
that one of the three notes found 
beside his body was addressed. 

Seated In her suite at the Hotel 
ChelAa, 1th ave. and W. 23 rd St., 
she appeared obviously shaken as 
she said : 

*Tm reluctant to believe he took 
hit own life. He was deeply In 
love with his wife and child and I 
know, too, that he told at least 
two people that some day he would 
be murdered and It would be made 
to look like a suicide.” 

CAPABLE OF MUCH. 

"Do you believe It was murder?" 
she was asked. 

She puffed at a cigarette nerv- 
ously, and lifted her shoulders 
helplessly. 

“How do I definitely know what 
It was?” she asked. “But these 
people" — her voice was bitter — 
“these people are capable of a 
great deal. My feeling is this: if 
It It i suicide, then it it a mur- 
der. He was hounded and 
hounded . , .* 

Krivitsky, she said, knew that 
Hans Brnsse — described as one of 
Russia's "deadliest secret agents" 
— was in New York looking for 
him, and revealed that two other- 
wise unidentified men about a year 
ago walked up to a woman friend 
of the Krivitsky a on the street 
with a polite: 

"Mrs, Krivitsky?" 

"The woman told them the 
wasn’t M n. KriviUky and started 
to walk away," Mias La Follette 
said. "But they began trailing her. 
Walter became quite nervous then 
and 1 understand was guarded for 
several days by FBI men. 

"It was about that time, too, 
that Walter met three OGPU 
ageota in New York and they 
warned him: 

"‘Stay out of the mid town sec- 
tion of the city .* H 

Krivitsky 'e visit to Washington, 
Miss La Follette said, was ‘'some- 
thing of a surprise/' 

"1 saw him In New York only a 
day before he left. He didn't tell 
me he was leaving. I thought at 
first that was unusual I think he 
would have told roe be was going 
to Washington If hi* min d were 
definitely made up." 

She said she met Krivltsky In 
1939, when he first came to the 
United States. She was then secre- 
tary of the commission headed by 
Professor John Dewey to investi- 
gate the Moscow trials. She said: 

"I thought he'd nave Interesting 
things to tell and so we were In- 
troduced to one another. Since 
that time I've been a good friend 
of the family." 

A 


oohilov himself was hanging in ContinvoJ »i» Pag* 9, Column /. 

'They’ll Get Me This 
Year,’ Krivitsky Said 

‘They!] Ret me this year*" 

With those prophetic words, the man who once headed the 
3raad Soviet Russian military intelligence in Europe forecast 

hU doom a few weeks ago in New*- — 

York. 

Gen. Waiter G. Krivitsky knew 



SUZANNE LaFOLLE 
Krivitsky *Was Houm 


Edison Appe 
For Econom 1 


TRENTON, Feb. 11.— Gov 
son last night called upoc 
Jersey State officials and 
ployes for greater economy 1 
eminent than in previous 
warning that a budget Is n 
mandate to spend. 

In his annual budget me&ss 
the Legislature, the Gov 
submitted recommendations 
the appropriation of $40,662,( 
from the general State fun 
the next fiscal year begU 
July I, and $49,537,356,69 
the State highway fund fo; 
present calendar year. 



Ex-Governor Moore 
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'HE^Sa^ HEAD^THEY^AI D? HAMBERKAI: D THI£ M0RN * ! 
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yOr>K MINERAL WALTER G? KRIVITSKY, WHO WROTE A SERIES OF 

magazine articles exposing alleged communist world intrigue base-? on 
information gathered while he was a general of the military jnteIigen 

OF THE SOVIET ARMY, WAS MURDERED IN HIS WASHINGTON HOTEL, HIS ATTORNEY 
SAID TODAY. 

2/10 — W0516P 
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ADD KRI VITLKY , NEW YORK. 

POLICE THl? K WALTER 8 PMt^ L AUAS s^S E l£gINSBERC N ^°5 MED BY KflS «INGTO 
THAT HE WAS "P0SfTn7r" THIS WA^ HIS Cl L ‘ffwT SB r?SrD?f D i, EE£:N SLAIN AND 

gS^Sii “K ceS 1 inf 
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I ADD SUICIDE. 

NUMEROUS PAPERS WRITTEN IN RUSSIAN, TOGETHER WITH A PASSPORT 
INDICATING USE OF AN ASSUMED NAME, WERE FOUND IN THE ROOM, POLICE 
SAID. 

THEY ADDED THAT THE NAME "POREF" APPEARED ON SOME OF THE DOCUMENTS. 
2/10— W0553P 


ADD SUICIDE. 

POLICE REPORTS SAID THAT IN THE MAN’S ROOM WERE NUMEROUS PAPERS 
WRITTEN IN RUSSIAN, TOGETHER WITH A PASSPORT WHICH INDICATED THE USE 
OF AN ASSUMED NAME. THE NAME OF POREF WAS ON SOME OF THE PAPERS, 
POLICE SAID. 
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ATTADMPV T f \ ITT f T.T A T T>M A M 
n l I UALXL I j LUUIO WMLL/nm\j 

I WAS ON SOME PAPERS FOUND AMONG HIS PERSONAL EFFECTS. WALDMAN WAS 
NOTIFIED AND SUBSEQUENTLY SAID IN NEW YORK THAT THE DEAD MAN WAS 
KRIVITSKY. 

THE HOTEL MANAGER REPORTED THAT THE MAN ARRIVED AT THE HOTEL AT 
0 O’CLOCK LAST NIGHT, REGISTERING UNDER THE NAME OF POREF. HE SAID 
THAT SO FAR AS THE HOTEL KNEW HE HAD RECEIVED NO CALLERS. THE HOTEL 
IS THE BELLEVUE. WHICH IS NEAR THE CAPITOL., ~ “ 

THE DOOR OF THE ROOM WAS LOCKED FROM THE’ INSIDE, THE MANAGER 
REPORTED, AND NO ONE WAS KNOWN TO HAVE HEARD THE SHOT WHICH KILLED HIM 
IT WAS NOT DETERMINED IMMEDIATELY WHETHER THE PISTOL WHICH FIRED~THE* 
FATAL BULLET HAD BEEN FOUND NEAR THE BODY.. 

THE CORONER SAID THAT THE MAN DIED IN THE HOTEL ROOM THE BODY 
WAS TAKEN TO THE CITY MORGUE. / 

THE FBI. RFPQRTEIL IT HAD NO INFORMATION ON TH E CASE. 

-THE FBI CATEGORICALLY DENIED A REP ORT THAT KRI VITSKY - H AD BEEN. WORK I 
FOR IT. ‘ 

2/iO — W0602P 20-0 


t r \ itt r 
u\jui b 


)RKI NjJ'j 




r 

k 


f j 


! , 


.t?*} 


( 






4 


J “gen. krivitsky die£ 

As it must to all enemies of the OGPU, 
violent death came this week to Waiter g! 
Krivitsky, the apostate general of Tsar Stalina 
secret arm^. _ - 

Was it murder ? Or was it, as it seemed, 
suicide? 

Possibly the questions will not be answered 
positively, for the known evidence, as these 
lines are written, is entirely circumstantial. 

In the manner of the better detective thrill- 
ers, the body of Krivitsky was found in a hotel 
room, with the door latched on the inside; with 
a bullet hole in his head: with the pistol on the 
Iloor; with suicide notes near at hand, appar- 
ently in Krivitsky’s writing. 

The circumstances appeared to be entirely 
conclusive. But the OGPU is reputed to be 
masterful at arranging circumstances. And 
only a month before his death Krivitsky hacfl 
^told a friend: • T 

“Don’t you ever believe that I will be a | 
suicide. They have &hot ovarj^r^y else * 
and they are going to shoot me/’ 
t From those basic farts two different con- 
i elusions might be drawn: 
j That the diabolically clever OGPU 

j finally succeeded in erasing its most dan- 
i gerous enemy, or 

j That the brilliant Krivitsky, broken by 

; long years of fearful vigilance, decided to 
! end his life In a way that would cause 
the greatest possible embarrassment for 
his old enemies. 

Take your choice. 

* * * 

Krivitsky 's testimony, first in the pages of 
the Saturday Evening Post and later before the 
Dies committee, was greeted with a great! 
caterwauling in the American communist 
press. Tain't so, said the writers. ’Tain't so* 
echoed the masses of Stalin-lovers and fellow 
travelers. But in all their indignant writhings 
they failed to refute a single significant sec- 
tion of the Krivitsky story. 

By the failure of the rebuttal, by the im- 
plicit corroboration of other refugees from the 
wrath of Stalin, it seems reasonable to believe 
that the basic points of the Krivitsky testi- 
mony are now established: That he was once- 
a leader of the soviet secret police; that he- 
was a witness to the great blood purges of, 
1936 and 1937; and that he was obliged to run| 
for his life after his split with Stalin. 

If those are, indeed, facts, then it follows 
that Gen. Krivitsky was not play-acting when 
he said the Stalin agents were on his trail, 
when he said ,f a dozen times in the last year” 
that he expected soon to be liquidated, when 
he reported that the sinister Stalin agent 
known as “Max" had reached New' York. 

If those are all facts, then the reasonable 
presumption is that Gen. Krivitsky was mur- 
dered on Monday last — either by Stalin or by 
r T V fe. r of Stalin. — ■ 




* I'fie Brief ili urination of the Russian Tecn- 
nique afforded by the Krivitsky tragedy should 
not surprise any American, We have known 
all along that the OGPU— or the NKVD, as It 
is now called— is operating in this country 
and we have ample evidence from many credit- 
able sources as to its methods. We also 
know, without the testimony of the late Mr. 
Krivitsky, that the American communist party 
is a tool of Stalin, that it is supported by ! 
him, and that its “party line” is determined, 

F ot by its American members, but by its* 
.ussian bankers. f ; 

It's an old, familiar story. And not only j 
fro we Americans tolerate the existence on ouii 
ioil of a foreign political party and a for- 
eign secret army, hut, strange as it seems, w^e ; 
are now engaged in a diplomatic attempt to : 
; make friends with the country which was 
guilty of those insults to our sovereignty. 

Our state department is actually trying to 
appease Stalin, to lure him to our side — the 
kide of decency and good will— in the world* 
conflict. • Jt 

! Perhaps the late Mr. Krivitsky, on the other,! 
tide of life’s curtain, can smile at that. t 


Evening World Herald 
Omaha. Nebraska 
February 11, 1941 
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‘AnofKer Trotsky Case’ 


TCrii'iitQlsii’e Attn 

**i o /i i/ i/t// ii&y 

Seeks FBI Action 

ft? Ohiirf rnu 

f'l'iends of the late Walter G. Krivitsky insisted today 
that he was assassinated by an agent of the Soviet secret 
police, and clamored for an FBI investigation. 

fKriyluOcy-s story of his past tLs <;TRirTi.Y rOLICE CASE 




WlTltlUtl V)1 

the secret police, a director of spies 
and assassins, is so well documented 
and detailed that few doubt it. He 
was found with a bullet in his head in 
his room in the Bellevue hotel at 15 fi- 
st nw, opposite Union Station. 

SPOTTED AN AGENT 

All evidence points to suicide, but 
Krivitsky himself had described the 
methods ol GPU assassions who often 
made their victims appear suicides. 
And only last week he saw in New York 
Uity a man he recognized, thru pre- 
vious associations, as one of the GPU's 
most clever assassins, 
j That man was trailing him, accord- 
Ting to Krivitsky s attorney, Louis Wata- 
knan of New York City, who today for- 
mally asks the FBI to take over be- 
Jcause “it is another Trotsky case " Leon 
Trotsky, associate of Lenin and a pow- 
er in Russia until exiled by etalin. was 
assassinated in Mexico City last sum- 
mer. 

Krivttskys wife insists he was assas- 
sinated So does Boris Shub, his inter- 
preter. They all say that for more than 
a year Krivitsky had lived in fear of 
Ids life, 

> REASONS FOR SUSPICION 
Mr. Waldman listed three reasons ! 
Why police should not close the ease as 
* suicide, but should seek an assassin. 

1. Questionable authenticity of the 
“suicide" notes. He said the GPU has 
specimens Of Knvitsfcy^ handwriting 
’‘in every language' 1 and that the GPU 
is recognized as “expert at forgery " 

2 Krivitsky talked to him in New 
York last week of buying a farm in 
Virginia for himself and his family. Mr. 
Waldman said “all of his plans were oi 
ft man not Inclined to sell -destruction, 
luiclde or even pessimism, but of a man 
arranging to start a new life" 

Mr. Wald man uld Krivitsky was 
convinced he could no longer live 
aafelj in New York and was especial- 
ly eager to get *w*y from Industrial 
centers there GPU agents center 
their operation. He wanted the Vir- 
ginia farm as a hide-away from his 
pursuers, Mr. Waldmm said. 

3. Within the past three weeks, Kri- 
vitsky had been informed that - ‘w. 
special GPU agent named Hans had 
appeared in New York.’ 1 Mr. WaJA 
man said Krivitsky told him the man 
_ killer" arid hisOilaOKj^ 


FBI and State Department officials 
said they plan no Investigation State 
Department spokesme n . o t i d tt is strict- 
ly a case for the police. 

Washington police had written the 
«« off as a suicide, |»at reopened 
| It for Investigation. They asked 
| Charlottesville, Va., authorities to 
find a man named “Dobrrtov," who, 
according to one of the notes found 
Id Krivitsky *s room in Krivitsky *% 
handwriting, provided him with the 
revolver that ended his life. 

Krivitsky *s body was found yesterday 
morning. Beside the body was a 38- 
caliber revolver. In the room were the 
three notes, out In Russian addressed 
to his wife; another In English to Mr. 
Waldman, the third in German to 
“Dear Suzanne” — identified by Mr 
Waldman as Suzanne La Follette. New 
York writer and cousin of Sen. Robert 
M La Follette {prog, Wis ). 

Suzanne La Follette Is well known In 
New York literary and Trotskyite cir- 
cles. She formerly was editor of the f 
now defunct magazine Freeman and 
was contributing editor of The Nation. 
She was a member of a committee 
which in 1038 held a “trial" in Mexico 
City of Soviet charges that Trotsky 
had plptted to overthrow the Soviet 
regime Trotsky testified and was “ac- 
quitted.'’ 

SIGNATURES THE SAME 

Ira Oullicson, metropolitan police 
handwriting expert, aald there la no 
doubt the signature on the hotel reg- 
ister and the “suicide” notes were 
written by the same man. He a*id 
Krivitsky apparently wrote the note to 
his wife last because, unlike the other 
two, it showed nervous stress. 

(To his wife he wrote in Russian, 
addressed to his wife Tanya and his 
•on, Alek) : 

“Dear Tanya and Dear Alek 
“It is very difficult, I want to Hve 
very badly, but it is impossible. I love 
you, my only one It is difficult for 
tne to write, but think about me and 
then you will understand that I must 
go. Don't tell Alek yet where his 
lather has tone. I believe that in 
time you will tell him, because it 
. best for him. Forgive, It 1* vi 

hard to write Take care "of him, and 
s ■ 0 ood mother to him ind h!p 

never get angry with' 
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WENT TO GET GUN 
-He U rerr good end 


1 

always very 
le. Good people will help you, but. 
enemies. I think roy sins are big+ 

I ace you, Tanya and Alek, I embrace 
you. 

“Yours, VeliL 

“On the farm of Dobertov, I wrote 
this yesterday, but I did not have any 
strength in New York. I did not have 
any business in Washington. I went 
to see Dobertov, because that la the 
oily place I could get the firearms." 

;fn German, to Suzanne La PoUettej 

I New York writer and second cousin 
of Sen. Robert M La^FoUettee (P. 


\ 


ft 

tjjwt 11, 


“Dear Suzanne: 

“J trust that you are [/well, and I am 
dying with the hope that you will help 
Tanya and my poor boy. You were a 
good friend 

“Yours, Walter. 

“I also think about your brother and 
Dorothy.” 

letter to waldman 

In English, addressed to Mr. Wald- 
man he wrote: 

“Dear Mr. Waldman: 

My wife and my boy will need your 
Please do for them what you 
(Signed) Walter Krivitsky. 

to Virginia because I know 
“ a gun. if my 


help 
can. 

“I went 
that there I 



friends have trouble, please. Mr. Wald 
man, help them." 

All three notes were written on plain 
paper headed only by “Charlottesville 1 * 
— Charlottesville, Va„ where Mr. Wald- 
man said Krivitsky plancwf to «eek a 

Kr vpn tf\ t* hi. mi _» f ii.. 

■ - - suu i MTtiiiy 

MSS KEY POSSIBLE 

The door to Krlvltskys fifth floor 
room was locked, but anyone with 
pass key could have opened 
cha mbermaid did so when she 
p ed no response to her knock. , 
hotel officials after finding 


6 


Othih means of access to the _ 

art* UlAL-LTHled. There is no ^ultt • * 
the outside of the building along which 
an assassin could have crept to entc/ 
the Window. Nor is there a fire es- 
cape Possibility of anyone having de- 
scended to the window by a rope from 
a room above is not believed likely. 

J. B Matthew's, special Investigator 
for Hep Martin Dies fD. ( Tex h who 
knew Krivitsky well and identified the 
body, said Trotsky told him before his 
death that he feared both he and 
Krtvit&lsy would be assassinated. 

found filly clothed 

He did not knew whether the Dies 
Committee wwld investigate his death, 
but Rep Dies Is route here from 
Chicago to help steer a resolution ex- 
tending the life of his committee thru 
the House today. 

K;ivitskv registered for a $2 50- ft - 
day at the Bellevue Hotel Sunday 
night as '’Waiter Poref," which he fre- 
quently used. "Poref” is his wife's 
maiden name. Hotel attaches said he 
apparently had no visitors. The night 
clerk thought he seemed nervous when 
he registered. 

Hotel officials found his body — fully 
clothed except for coat and shoes— on 
the bed Coroner MacDonald said 
death occurred '’some time during the 
night” He issued a certificate of sui- 
cide but recalled it after Mr. Waldman 
made his charges. 

SOUGHT FBI HELP 

/“lflf V c-Vl-oll . < k . 

sj4.Lt cuvtt SJJ U»c JCVVJVCI jienj [ 

been discharged and that bullet had 1 
entered Krivitskys brain thru the 
right temple Police could locAte no 
one in the hotel who heard the shot, 

Mr. Waldman said bus client had 
sought his help to obtain protection 
from the FBI, which denied that it 
had been in communication with him 
at any time. 

KnvUsky first came to this country 
in November, 1938. on a visitor's visa 
from Paris. Since then his visa has 
been extended several times. 

Born Samuel Ginsberg, he became 
prominent in this country in 1939 when 
he told the Dies Committee that he 
had broken a 20~year association with 
Stalin in 1937 after the Soviet purge 
and, in consequence, feared assassina- 
tion by OGPU agents. He had written 
a senes of articles for the Saturday 
Evening Post purporting to expose 
w r orld-wjde communist intrigues. 

When hi^, magazine articles appeared 
In the Spring ffnd summer of 1039, 
there was some difficulty about re- 

etnnrit fUa inm Un U'a i A 

Jicwai \jf± i 1 4C fioa, urn . n Muiiiou aaju, 

but it was straightened out and after 
that he went to Canada where 
matned until October. 1940. Since 
then he and his family have been liv- 
York City. 
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Ir. Waldman with reporter 


Mr. Matthews talks with.ajfc: . 
porter. 











Bluet ^elation* between 

Soviet R^m 1 Germany have 




never been what they seemed* 

They have been characterized 
by secret military and political ties 
aimed at the destruction of the 
Versailles system and, ultimately, 
Ol the British Empire and France, 

0+0 

I worked with the Comintern for 
the first time in i»2u> during the 
Russo -Polish war. I was then at- 
tached to the soviet Military In- 
telligence for the western front. 

Which had 1U headquarter* in 

Smolensk. 

o+o 

During the Russo -Polish war 
. # .menjbert of the Polish Com- 
munist Party aided us In organ- 
ising sabotage, in creating diver- 
sion and in impeding the arrival 
of munitions from France. 

HALTED FRENCH ARMS. 

We organized a strike in Danzig 
to prevent the landing of French 
munitions for the Polish army, I 
traveled to Warsaw, Cracow* 
Lemberg, German and Czech 
Silesia and to Vienna organizing 
strikes to stop arms shipments. 

I organized a successful strike 
In the Czech railroad Junction of 
Oder berg, persuading the C*ech 
trainmen tc walk out rather than 
handle Skoda munitions for the 
Poland of Piisudski. 

0+0 

The year* of 1929-33 marked 
the life of the first Five-Year Plan. 
They were the years of our heavi- 
est purchases abroad of machinery 
and materials for the gigantic 
drive to Industrialize Soviet Rus- 
sia. 

One of the major consequences 
w that drive wu an acute short- 
age of foreign exchange In Mos- 
cow. And this led to what may 
be called Stalin’s Five-Year Coun- 
terfeiting Plan, a bold experiment 
launched with a printing of about 
a io. 0OO,tK)O in bogus United States 
currency. 

COUNTERFEITING PLANT, 

There was a special Valuta De- 
partment organized by the OOFU. 
which employed every conceivable 
method of terror to pump hidden 
foreign currency and other treas- 
ures out of the population. 

The headquarters of the coun- 
terfeiting industry was located in 
the deepest .ecesses of the ooviet 
•ecret service. The distributors of 
the faka currency were Soviet 
agents. 



0+0 



Came January, 1933. 


Z was 
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onant 

d Bocks Full 
itisb Victory 

/llYBy Waited 
nt « Harvard University 
nite4 States pledge itself 
injhire defeet of the Axle 


witnesses 

luppartinf the BriU*h-ftkt bill 
before tbe Senate Foreign Rel*- 
tioni Oommittee, Conan t uid 
that if the United State* follow* 
the advice of those who would 
limit British aid or advocate a 
negotiated peace *the country 


rufiojiV rebuttal 




Believe 'Judas' May Have 
Hounded Him to Suicide 


By BYD BOEHM. 


WASHINGTON, Feb, 11.— General Walter 0, 
Krivitaky, arch-enemy of Josef Stalin, was a victim 
of “mental murder' 1 at the hands of the vengeful 
Red OGPU, the Dies Committee concluded today. 

Members of the comihittee, before which Gen- 
eral Krivitaky gave senaatioiial testimony, pointed 
out that a “Red Judas, “ identified as a Soviet killer 
named Hans Bruesae, had bounded his victim over" 
two continents and tracked him in New York and 


Washington/" . 

The fear of assassination, it was explained* 
actually may have led the General to put a bullet 
in his own brain. 

Yet, pending farther investigation of the strange 
ease, Coroner A* Magntder MacDonald held up his 
certificate of suicide and conducted an. autopsy to 
determine if the General had been poisoned or 
drugged before being shot 

Z" 1 _II €C • • I O 9 nt* i 

mu uaiciaeoernng afHind 


And Inspector Barnard Thompson of the Wash- 
ington police declared that, while the case seemed 
to be a suicide, “we are not passing up any possi- 
bilities." 

A State Department spokesman declared flatly 
that the General was murdered by OGPTT agents 
and the setting eras craftily arranged to mak e his 
death appear a suicide. This was the view also held 
by members of the General’s family and Ms friends. 
The one-time director of Soviet spying in West- 
Europe, it was declared, had no financial reason 
for snidde, since he was well-off; had planned to buy ‘ 
a farm in Virgina, taken oat a driver's license and 
arranged for a gun permit in New York City. 


Charges Police* Bungled 9 

■ .Although. JvEdmr Homr. chirf of th, v«fonl 





Before Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky died, j arranged by SUlm’s OGPU. This picture 
he answered his foea. He warned that he was taken wh«4 he testified before the 
might be the victim of a faked suicide, | Dies Committee #n Red spy work. 


Olav Returning to U. S. 

HALIFAX, N. S., Feb. 11 (UP). 
— Crown Prince Olmv of Norway to 
lexpected ta leave for the United 
States today visited th* 

[Liverpool -Lunenburg Norwegian 
gunnery school yesterday . 
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3 Gas Clasts Kill 
5 Philadelphians 

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 11 [By United Press). — Three gas 
main explosions destroyed nearly a block of homes in a South 
Philadelphia Italian section tod<^ # leaving at least five persons 
dead and sending 40 others to hospitals. 

Several other persona were re-+ — ■ ■ ■ * ■ » 

ported missing and feared buried 
In the debris. 


A patrolman, James Clark, wu 
among those killed. He had enj 
tered a home In a hunt for ftur> 
vivors following the first explo- 
sion when a second blast level eu 
the structure. 

The bodies of three person* 
mangled beyond recognition, wei% 
found in the debrU of an adjoin- 
ing dwelling. 

The fifth body found ' 
of a smal Jboy with t toy cli 
tightly In hto seared arms. 

AH available ambulances in 
city were summoned to v take t] 

Irttiirari try hiwiiiulu 



came after rescue crews had 
reached the scene. The blasted 
homes became a mass of flames 
a few momenta later. 

The first blast occurred as moat 
of the residents in the area still 
were in their beds. 

The explosions shook a wide sec- 

flnn rtf th# r It y anj Were felt 

as far away as southern New 
Jersey, 

Three housewife* and several 
children were reported among 
those missing . Many firemen were 
injured by bricks falling from 


determine n inc u enerai Had been poisoned or 

drugged before being shot. 

Call ‘Suicide Setting ’ a Blind 

And Inspector Barnard Thompson of the Wash* 
ington police declared that, while the case seemed 
to be a suicide, "we are not passing up any possi* 
bilities." 

A State Department spokesman declared flatly 
that the General was murdered by OGPU agents 
and the setting was craftily arranged to make his 
death appear a suicide. This was the view also held 
by members of the General's family and his friends. 

The one-time director of Soviet spying in West- 
ern Europe, it was declared, had no financial reason 
for suicide, since he was well-off; had planned to buy 
a farm in Virgina, taken out a driver's license and 
arranged for a gun permit in New York City. 

Charges Police i Bungled 9 

Although. J. Edgar Hoover, chief of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, said his organization was 
conducting no inquiry, Louis Waldman, attorney for 
the General, made a formal demand for such action 
and charged the police already bad "bungled" the 


case. 

Waldman asserted: 

"General Krivitsky did not commit suicide. He 
was murdered by the OGPU. Only lastweek, he told 
me he was aware he was being shadowed and that his 
life was in great danger. He had particular reason 
for his fears because of tbe sudden appearance in this 
city of one of the deadliest agents of the OGPU." 

it was, Waldman asserted, another Trotsky 
case, recalling the circumstances under which Leon 

Contimmad an f«|« 2 t Column I, 
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Gen. Krivttsky Found Dead ; 
Suicide Finding Questioned 

Notes Convince Washington Police He Shot 
Himself, hut Friends Charge Former ' 
Ogpu Officer Was Slain by Reds \ 


to Tn Ni 

WASHINGTON, Feb. lO-General 
Walter G Krivitaky, former Red 
Army Chief of Intelligence for 
Western Europe and member of 
Joeef Stalin'* tight inner circle, win 
found dead on hi* bed in a fifth 
floor room of the Hotel Bellevue 
near Union Station, marly today 
with a calibre bullet In hi* right 
temple. The death weapon lay near 
hi* right hand. 

Police and the coroner tentative- 
ly aet the death down a a suicide. 
They disclosed the content* of three 
note* found In the room that 
seemed to e«tabU*h suicidal Intent. 
The handwriting, they aald, ob- 
viously matched Xrivltsky'* writ- 
ing In the hotel regular. Friend* 
of Krivitaky, however charged the 
general had been murdered by 
Stalin’* "Red Judases"— men who 
had worked with Krivitaky when 
he wu In Rtiifii. 

In York tonight, Mr*. Tanya 
Krivitaky disclosed that her hus- 
band had left that city on Wednes- 
day on two mI**ion*. He vu to 
see Representative Martin Diet, be- 
fore whole committee he bad al- 
ready given much startling Infor- 
mation about Red spy actlvitiea in 
the United State*, and he wa* to 
aeek refuge for hi* family In Vir- 
ginia. He had hoped, Hr*. Kriv- 

4 J 4 L Ki. Ww ■ i u A m* Vi * ■ n 

It#*/ WU) ui*k I/J luuvmi till 

iljt-her*elf and their 7-year-old 
w/n, Alexander — out of New York, ' 

1 U might elude the Ogpu aa*a*e in*. 

/ Loui* Waldman, the dead mas'* 
attorney, told the police here that 1 


raw i^u Tina 

Krivitiky had moved in dread of 
the "Red Judas" assassin* alnce 
December, 1837, when be remained 
the only Soviet general to *urvive 
the wide*pread Red Army purge. 
Only last week^jjie Attorney 
edTYis and hi* client got wprd that 
"one of the deadliest agents of the 
Ogpu" wa* in New York. Jacking 
for the former Rad general 

Mr. Waldman aaid he would insist 
on a thorough investigation of 
Krivitaky'* death — "something be- 
yond routine Investigation." 

Krivitaky had moved fron/ one 
country to another, bad crossed 
oceans and sought out isolated resi- 
dence from the time he fled Stalin’s 
anger. He had seen one friend 
after another, Including several 
members of hi* own branch of the 
service and of the Ogpu, trapped 
and left for dead in Switzerland, Is 

Fra jj/ja jMFjif | w ika 

When J. B. Matthew*, Investigator 
for the Die* Committee, Identified 
the body in the morgue tonight he 
recalled that Krivitaky had told 
him: 

"l ^they e ver^to Jo _nr o y • Jhat I 

took my own life, don’t beJifYt 11*" 

Stalin'* wrath against the exile 
increased last Augu*t when Krivit- 
iky, in a series of article# in The 
Saturday Evening Poet, disclosed 
in detail the inner working* of th* 
Rad system In neighboring %»un- 
trie* and in the United SUtwT^fn 
these articles he wrote "Stalin^* 

O#***— - 
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{oaf arm of vengeance trise to 
roach la ths United 



I ff Bernard Thompson* obUf of 
8 Washington detectives, maintained 
■ tbaig ht that ho found no evident# 
■ of Ajurder, 

I Inspector Thompson said that 
I both thj door to KrlvtUky's ifoom 
I and tho mmhd window were locked 
■Pfrom tho Inside, precluding any 
I possibility of a murderer's escape. 
I Tharo were no fingerprints on tho 
I pistol* They were washed out by 

I otalna from the wound, Tho notea 
indicated, according to tho police, 
that Krlvitsky had taken his own 
life* 

Kiivitaky had registered at 6 
o'clock Sunday night as "Walter 
Poref." Thla was tbs name, ac- 
cording to hts attorney* that he 
had decided to adopt as his legal 
name In tho United States. Appli- 
cation for legal permission to uao 

I this name was to have been sub- 
mitted to the Supreme Court In 
Now York City. Actually. Krlvit- 
sky was born Samuel Ginsberg, tho 
son of middle-class march ants in 
tho Russian Ukraine, hear tho Pol- 
ish border on Juno 28. 189ft. 

Chief Thompson said the Coroner 
estimated that Krlvitsky had been 
dead about six hours when the body 
was found at ft: 30 A, M Thelma 

I Jackson, m Negro chifnbci maid, 
discovered ft* She had pasted the 
door several times in the course of 
bsr morning duties on the fifth 
floor snd had knocked each time 
she passed without getting an an- 
swer. When shs finally got in, she 
saw Krlvitsky sprawled out with 
the automatic pistol near his hand* 
H<a shoes were by the bed, but his 
socks were still on his feet* 

Detective Sergeant D* " Quasi, 

When he* reached the hotel, quee^ 
tlonsd other pereone with rooms on 
the fifth floor. None, he said, could 
recsLf hearing a shot. Hotel em- 
ployes could not remember that 
#, lp, Foref” had left his room 
uffer he came in at ft F* 14* 

41 All the physical evidence points 
to suicide," Thompson said. "If we 
get any further information that in- 
dicates It it any thing but suicide 

w* shall certainly look mto it" 

Three Notea Pound la Boons 

Coroner MacDonald made public 
‘it three notes found 
tkjrs room* one wm 
In Russian, another In Gorman and 
the other hn English, All wera 
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FOUND DEAD IN HOTEL 

General Weller Gw Krlvitsky 

Hums WM* World, IMS 


possible. I love you, my only one. 

"It Is difficult to write, but think 
about me and you will understand 
that I have to go* Don't tell Alek 

Ult hu fatKar la anlna T 

/** •’ V •"» awinCI la - 

believe that In lime you will tell 
him, because it will be best for 
him. Forgive, It is very hard to 
write* Take cars of him and be a 
good mother to him and be always 
quiet and never get angry at him. 
He Is very food snd always very 
pale* Good people will help you, 
but not enemies. I think my elns 
are big, I see you, Tanya and 
Alek* I embrace you. 

"Yours, 

"VELLA. 

"P S, On the farm of Dobertov 
I wrote this yaeterday, but I did not 
have any stength In New York. I 
did not have any business In Wash- 
ington. I went to sea Dobertov, be- 
cause that ia the only place I could 
get the firearms*" 

The note In German was as fol- 
lows: * 

"Dear Suunni: 

4 T trust that you are well, and I 
am dying with the hope that you 
will help Tanya and tny poor boy. 
You were a friend* 

"Yours* 

*'#ALTER. 

“P.*. X also think about poor 


but rs signal himself to eventual 
death at the hands of the Ogpu; 
that hs had sufficient funds to carry 
him on at least two to three years 
as a result of his writings, which 
nullifies any thought that he might 
have feared poverty; that he was 
safer to find a new home for him- 
self and his family, which la not 
Indicative of a man bent on destruc- 
tion* When he left home last 
Wednesday, Mrs* Krlvitsky said, he 
did not seem downcast or depressed, 

-XlUL/ibtyta1_ assassin" to whom 
Mr, Wald men referred7~ft turned' 
out, ig a Hans Rruesse This Red 
agent, Krlvitsky had declared In his 
magazine writings, had liquidated 
some of fh engine raT*s closest friends 
and associates, Including Jgnace 
Reiss of the Rad Secret Service, 
who was machine-gunned to death 
in September, 19Sft, on the Cham- 
blandet Road outside of Lausanne, 
in Switzerland* In his story Krivlt- 
sky dramatically referred to this 
killer as "Hans, the Red Judas," 
because the man had killed a num- 
ber of former co-workers. Operat- 
ing with ths killer, according to 
Krlvitsky, was a woman agent, 
Gertruds Schllbaab. A strand of 
har gray hair was found in Reims's 
hand when his body was picked up 
on ths Swiss road. 

Ir-i li _V*.. l_ J J _ I _ 1 __ 
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ago, through unidentifiable chan- 
nels, that Brutiae was In tbs 
United States and that hts assign- 
ment was Krlvitsky. The former 
Rad general had spread this word 
among bis friends. They all eeemed 
to know of It tonight. 

The story of Krlvitsky’* attempts 
to gst out from under ths shadow 
of an assassin reads like an E. 
Phillips Oppenheim thriller: He dis- 
closed In aome detail, in his writ- 
ings, how he slipped through the 
assassins' hands in Paris and In 
Switzerland, and of his brushes 
with them in the United States. On 
one occasion they trailed him from 
a restaurant In Times Square. He 
took refuge in a publishing house 
and managed to shake them off by 
getting out of a side door. 

Krlvitsky was a small, thin man, 
exceedingly nervous, an incessant 
smoker. He wore hls dark brown 
hair severely brushed back. Hie 
craggy eyebrows ali but obscured 
hls eyes. In public place* be always 
eeemed reatleae; scanned the faces 
of every one in the room. 

When hie export# appeared In the 
Saturday Evening Post that maga- 
zine asked for his photograph* Ha 
apologized, saying he did not dare 

l* — 1* 

U»V« IV pUUMBIIQU. 

Proved He Was Army Leader 

Communists In this country 
charged that Krlvitsky never had 
been an Ogpu leader; they. said, he 
uwai a me**. adventurer. Kiivitaky. 
however, proved that he was tBe 

leuvl+lv* Ahh« (Aatlfltd 


Krlvitsky eat down, "I hare lived 
to tell the tale.' 1 

Boris Bhub, who translated ^the 
Krlvitsky writings Into English, 
told reporter* In New York tonight 
that the former military Ogpu coni' 
mender was not ths suicidal type. 

‘T have worked with him and l 
know his temperament/ 1 Mr* Shub 
said. "He was too convinced of hts 
own Importance to consider suicide. 
Besides, he was a fatalist. Hewlett 
that the Ogpu would eventually get 
him. He was resigned to it," 

General Krlvitsky, who served In 
the military Intelligence department 
of Lb* Soviet Red Army for eight- 
een years until November, 1937, was 
unknown outside high Russian 
Communist circles— although he had 
been twice decorated for espionage 
work— until December, 1937. 

At that time, having broken fi- 
nally with the Soviet Government 
and refused to return to Moscow 
from Paris, he threw himself upon 
the protection of the French Gov- 
ernment. 

His break with the Soviet, re* 
ported here on Dec. 7, 1937, attract- 
ing attention because It followed 
the disclosure that Alexander Bar- 
mine. former Soviet chargi d'af- 
faires in Athens, would not return' 
to Rmiii. General Krlvitsky **.ld 
he knew a price had been set on 
hts bead because of his refusal to 
return to Russia, but that he could 
not approve the Moscow trials that 
condemned many of hls former as- 
sociates as traitors and "Trot- 
skyists." 

He next cam* Into International 
notice In March, 1938, when he gave 
an Interview to a Russian emigres' 
newspaper In Paris in connection 
with the death of Maxim Gorky. 

Then he came to the United 
States, arriving here under the 
name of hls birth, Samuel Gins- 
berg, having abandoned his legal 
Soviet name of Krlvitsky* Hls ar- 
rival attracted no attention and he 
was seeking to avoid It, for he llyed 
under the constant shadow of 
Ogpu vengeance He- made the 
acquaintance of Isaacs Don Levine, 
one-time newspaper correspondent 
In Moscow, and with tlje aid of Mr. 
Levine and Mr. Shub, Russian 
writer and translator, J h* prepared 
his memoirs in secret, working be- 
hind drawn shades. 

Memoirs Causal A Mr 

Parts of the memoir# appeared 
as articles In The Saturday Evening 
Post. They buret like an incendiary 
bomb on New York literary, circle*, 
then under ths domination (of left- 
ist writers and critics* TlU first 
article was about "Stalin's k Hand 
In Spain," disclosing that 
Russia had linked It s late: 

1st the ■nanlsh 
te rests of Its foreign policy* 
Coming on too of the wave 


article published In The Saturday 
Evening Post the previous April 2ft, 
Advertisements calling attention to 
the article were placed by the maga- 
zine In newspapers throughout the 
counfry. 

The following October he appeared 
before the Dies committee to tell 
his story. He charged that Russian 
spies engaged in kidnapping and 
murder In the United State* and 
said that the Soviet secret police 
bad control of the Russian Embas- 
sies here and abroad. 

Often sent abroad on confidential 
missions, he was dispatched in 1923 
to Germany "to organize the Ger- 
man revolution and to prepare the 
man-power for the German Red 
Army." In May, 1933, he was called 
back to Moscow to head the Soviet 
War Industries Institute. In 1935 
he was sent abroad again, as chief 
of military Intelligence In Western 

riirn ** - nn-» V*. W »1 A .*** + ! t ti. ...** 
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superseded when hls allegiance be- 
came suipect in November. 1937* 

He told of working with swin- 
dles, murderers and pro-Fascista 
for many years without qualms, all 
doubts being resolved by his fa- 
natical faith In communism. What 
caused him to break with Stalin, 
he said, was the assassination of an 
old friend. Ignace Reiss, by Ogpu 
agent*. This /ran knee* led to a new 
storm of attack, hls Communist en- 
emies finding allies in conserva- 
tive Representatives and popular 
critics, who argued that hls former 
callousness Impeached hls testi- 
mony. 

But his chief assertions found 
confirmation In the development of 
Soviet foreign policy and when his 
disclosures were brought out in 
book form in November, 1938. under 
the title "In StalJn's Secret Serv- 
ice/* they were published simultane- 
ously In England, Sweden snd the 
Netherlands. 

In recent months he had lived In 
self-desired obscurity, on infrequent 
occasions contributing an article to 
The New Leader, Social Democratic 
newspaper, discussing the back- 
ground of Soviet foreign policy. He 
lived in a suburb with his wife snd 
young son, coming in to town in- 
frequently to see one of hls friends 
or to us# ths public library. 

He found relaxation in hiking 
along the Paliaedes or In walking 
across the Georgs Washington 
Bridge, reading history and chat- 
ting with intimate friends of the 
same political beliefs Sporadically 
he took up his writing, dictating 
for hour* at a stretch to a stenogra- 
pher, rscitlsg events chiefly from 
memory, although occasionally 
looking up dates In voluminous 
notsa sad stacks of documents that 

a had brought from Europe. 




floor ana nau mwinvu 
shs passed without getting an an- 
irer. Whin ah« finally got *«. 
law Krivitsky sprawled out with 
the automatic pistol near hie hand. 
HI* *hoe* were by the bed. but hi* 
Kttki were still on his f«et. 


JOOfl lii yiiJTJ 

quiet and never get angry at him. 
He Is very good and always very 
pale. Good people will help you* 
but not enemlea. 1 think my »ln* 
are big. I «** you* Tanya and 


’ Detective Sergeant D, Guest, 
when he" reached the hotel, ques- 
tioned other perione with room* on 
the fiflfh floor. None, he said, could 
reca/ hearing a shot. Hotel erm 
ployf* could not remember that 
'uf Poref* had left his room 
after be came Jn at 6 P. M. 

«‘AJ1 the physical evldenc# point* 
to iulclde," Thompson said- “If w* 
get any further information that In- 
dicates it U any thing but suicide 
ws shall certainly look Into It.*’ 
Three Notes round k* Boons 

Coroner MacDonald ihada public 
the taxt of the three notea found 
ip Mr. Krlvita ley's room. One was 
In Russian, another In Oarman and 
the other In English. All were 
written on sheets of stationery baai- 
Ing the printed address of Char- 
lottesville. Va, 

The note in English twad: 

"Dear Mr. Waldman ■. 

'•My wife and my boy will need 
yiur help. Please do for tbem 

?SiS?TE* KWVJT8KY.* 

• Pi 8.: I went .W VJUlilll*. 

I knew tberg I CM 8St AJD"*- 
If mv frKnJe fWld have »ny 

troubtep^ceeeheTpthern theV Hjfl 


Alek. I embrace you. 

“Yours. 

“VELLA, 

"P.S. On the farm of Dobertov 
I wrote this yesterday* hut I did not 
have any stength in New York. 1 
did not have any business in Wash- 
ington. I went to see Dobertov, be- 
cause that is the oniy place I could 
get ths firearms 1 ' 

The note in German waa as fol- 
lows: 

“Dear Suzanne: 

“I truat that you srs well, and i 
am dying with the hope that you 
will help Tanya and my poor boy. 
You wsrs a friend. 

“Yours* 

“WALTER* 

"P.g. I also think about your 
brother and Dorothy/' 

Mr. Waldman later said the rote 
to Susanna was to Mies Suaanne 
La Foilelte, a New York editor, 
whoa* acquaintance be made while 
•he was secretary of the John 
Dewey commission that Investigat- 
ed the Moscow trials. 

“Dobartov" is a former political 
associate or KrlvlUky. 

Mr. Waldman refused to accept 
the note* aa authentic. 


trouble ple as* hejp them, theyjflfl “The case is too important to 
tiol li now^wTiy^ I Tl^ lghL . T tU.. glJq s .. on circumstantial evidence," 
"The note fnftussian, addressed to "The note* appear to be 

LJ. - -- m IranalAtkd SI follows - .. J _ l. knt U mutt ha 


his wife, waa translated as follow# 
“Dear Tanya and Al«k: 

"It l* very difficult but I wan. 
to Uva vary badly. But It it Iro* 


appear to be 

In hi* handwriting, but It must be 
remembered that the Ogpu had 
specimens of General Krivitsky ■ 
handwriting in several ’ languages. 
The Ogpu is expert In forgery, Itv 
eluding the counterfeiting of money 
which General Krivltaky also re- 
vealed in his articles " 

Mr, Waldman said he would re- 
i main here for the present to pteee 
his plea for a continu *d Inveetlga- 
lion, 

tion. He added that w ills the notee 
seemed persuasive of t^ie theory of 
suicide he nevertheless thought the 
should not be clositl 


Had No Pistol. Wife Says 

In New York City, Mr*. Krlvitaky 
' Insisted that her hutbanoL In. Jthe 
first place, had never ownec 
i to) In the United States. TV, 

1 confirmed by Mr. Waldman 
said that KriviUky had plann 
go to the New York police last 
day to apply for a pistol pern. 
had remarked that he expected v 
flculty because he was not naturt 
Ued. One of his purposes in vis! 
ing Washington, Incidentally, wi 
te try to get hts naturalisation 
speeded up. ^ 4 a 

Other reaeons advanced by friends 
and relatives against the suicide 
I theory were that Krivlteky had all 


a restaurant In Times Square. 
took refuge In a publishing house 
end managed to shake them off by 
getting out of a side d°or. 

Krivltaky was a small, thin man, 
exceedingly nervous, in incessant 
smoker. He wore his d*™ brown 
hair severely brushed back mis 
ersLffXv eyebrows all but obscured 
his eyes. In public places h * 
seemed restless; scanned ths faces 
of every one in the room. 

When his exposes appeared In the 
Saturday Evening Post that mag*- 
line asked for his photograph He 
apologized, saying he did not dare 
have It published. 

Proved He Wu Army Leader 

' Communist* in this wu"**? 
chsrgad that KriviUky nevsr had 
b«.n an 0 KP u isad.r; they mid hs 
was a mec* adventurer. Krivitsky,, 
however, proved' that he th* 

rugitlve Army leader. He teetlfled 
before the Dies Committee and also 
«ve valuable Information on for- 
eign spies to the State Department 
and the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation. , 

i He had entered the United States 
'under a temporary paasport and in 
July, 1939, a deportation complaint 
was filed against him. It was said 
that the Soviet Government had 
brought pressure for hi* deportattqn. 
After his testimony before the Die* 
committee ha saw hla family safely 
domiciled in a remote part of Can- 
ada under the name of “Thomas 
and slipped quietly out of the 
United State* ip spend some time 
in England. Here, his friends 
maintain, he gave vital spy Infor- 
mation to the British, then already 
at war. As a reesult ot hla die* 
closures In Britain, authorities In 
London and In other parts of Eng- 
land swooped down on several he its 
of fifth columnists. 

Last March Krivitsky encoun- 
tered three men coming his way 
down a New York street. One of 
them he recognised Immediately as 
“Sergei Baeoff , ' * known tn tba 
Ogpu as "Jim. 1 ' “Jim" was a 
former Crimean aaitor, according 
to the general; labelled on* of the 
top batrhel men for Statin. Krivit- 
sky on this occasion* managed to 
^remain within well-lighted areas. 

even walked up to Basoff. He 
*'*V li« "Did you come to shoot 
1 , saBuoff pretended to be 
“I “Not I," he told Krivtt- 
^-myself marked for the 


s y safely that time,* 


wsa seeking to ivom it, 
under the constant shadow of 
Ogpu vengeance. He^ made the 
acquaintance of Isaac Don Levine, 
one-tlm* newspaper correspondent 
In Moscow, and with tlf* aid of Mr, 
Levine and Mr. Shub, Russian 
writer and translator,* he prepared 
his memoirs in secret, working be- 
hind drawn shades. 

Memoirs Cause/ a Stir 
Parts of the memoirs appeared 
aa article* in The Satur/ay Evening 
Post They buret like an Incendiary 
bomb on New York literary circle*, 
then under the domination of left- 
ist writer* and critic*. The first 
article waa about “Stalin * Hand 
In Spain," disclosing thsi • 

Russia had linked it* interv 
i ing the Spanish civil War to 
te rests of its foreign policy. 

Coming on top of tha wave 
lUu*1onment caused by the Moscow 
trials, tha Krivitsky disclosures 
caused many defections In the rfrfks 
of Communist intellectual^ 
their “fellow-travelers* 
been vociferous In their 
Republican Spain. The (.. . 

were furious. The New Ma*ae*\ht 
glnnlng a campaign against Gener*> 
Krivltaky* charging, “General Krl- 
viuky* you are Scbmelka Gina- 
berg!" 

The attempt to make capital out 
of Krivltaky'* double Identity failed, 
however, when It became generally 
known that h« had blmself disclosed 
his legal change of name In seeking 
French Government protection. 
Meanwhile his disclosure* con- 
tinued* causing new bomb burst* 
among the intellectuals here and 
abroad. In an article published June 
17, 1*39. asking 'Why Did Th«y 
Confess?" h* discussed tba Uoaeow 
trials 

Student* of Russian Communist 
psychology said that whits hts dis- 
closures provided invaluable source 
material, they did not provide a 
complete explanation for the con- 
duct of the prosecuted Russian 
revolutionists. Hs explained the 
paradoxes in their conduct on the 
basts of the hopeless situation in 
which thsy found themselves, as a 
“last deeperate effort" to save com 
munlera from Stalin* 

Predicted gtailn-HItter Fact 

The Btalln-Hitler pact of August, 
1939 r raised him to new stature and 
Intensified the campaign against 
him. for be had predicted the 
change In Soviet relation* In an 


newspaper, , 

ground of Soviet foreign policy. He j 
lived In a suburb with hi* wife and j 
young don, coming in to town in-J 
frequently to *ee one of hla friend* j 
or to u*e the public library. 

He found relaxation in hiking 
along the Palisade* or In waiking ! 
across the George Washington 
Bridge, reading history and chat- 
ting with intimate friends of the 
same political beliefs. Sporadically 
he took up hla writing, dictating 
for hours at a stretch to a stenogra- 
pher, reciting event* chiefly from 
memory, although occasionally 
looking up date* in valumlnou* 
notes and stack* of document* that 
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JCrori^W lay dead. Both, said po- 
lice, spoke of suicide — but they ad- 
mitted that the messages might 
have been forged. 

The body of Krivitsky, once 
Chief of Soviet Military Intellb 
fence in Western Europe, lay un- 
identified from morning until after 
6 P. M. A tentative identification 
came earlier through an examina- 
tion of correspondence, 

This correspondence showed that 
Krivitsky also used the names of 
Bamuel Ginsberg and Walter 
Porof, both of which aliases he 
Used after fleeing Russia and for- 
■wearing the Communst Party. He 
registered last Saturday under the 
name of Porof, He had no known 
visitors. 

A maidj Thelma Jackson, opened 
the locked door of his room with 
a passkey this morning and found 
him dead. The lock on the door 
»*s of the type which can be 
■napped on from the outside. From 
the window, there was a straight 
drop of five floors. There was no 
•ign of a struggle in the room. 
.Despite the appearance of sui- 
cide, authorities did not discount 
the possibility that someone used 
a passkey to enter while Krivitsky 
•lept, pressed the pistol to his 
bead, wiped fingerprints from the 
handle, and left quietly. 

No one in the hotel heard the 
£ata) shot. 

. Kriv^&kv. jn a * -» ir -* 1 


for the Saturday 
scribed how former 
out of favor with Stalin were 
hunted to the ends of the world 
and slain, as was Trotsky* 

He bad led a similar hunted, 
furtive life since eoming to the 
United States in 1937. He had 
hoped for safety here, but a friend 
warned him: “The OGPU has no 
front] era.” 

In December, 1939, while he was 
in hiding, the Labor Department 
ordered him deported for over- 
staying hie v i s i t o r # § permit. 
Waldman obtained a’ . aeries of 
extensions. 

Left U. S. Last Year. 

"In March, 1940," said Waldman 
tonight, "be left the eountry and 
went to a foreign land — not 


Even*..* Post, da- — rVf rf a ri n £ ^ h r pint d 
wr Soviet leaders Paris, Tokao, Budapest and Zurfe 
Krivitsky’* death might easily 1 
one of this chain, police felt. 

“We are not passing up any po 
Sibilities," said Inspector Berna: 
Thompson of the Washingtc 
police, “though on the face of it, 
it looks like suicide." 

The handwriting on the ruicid 
nftjpg “appeared" to be that c 
Krivitsky, U- S. Attorney Ed war 
M. Curran said, but he added 
"The case ia still open," Curmi 
said there was nothing in the note 
to indicate a clear motive for sui 
cide. 

Family in New York. 
Matthews said Krivitsky ear 
about 41, and that his wife apd 

small daughter were somewhere in 

France — where he thought he [ New York State, Police thought 
would be safe. When Trotsky was they were hiding in New York City. 


killed, he realised he was not safe 
there, and came back in October, 
1940 " 

In December, 1940, he applied 
for first papers, and then asked 
court permission in New York to 
change his name to Porof as a 
means of throwing off pursuit He 
had gone to "Washington to look 
for a farm somewhere across the 
Potomac in Virginia, an isolated 
spot where he could be safe with 
his wife and son, 7, He stopped 
in Washington “on business' on the 
way back. 

Murders of once -prom Ineijl Rus- 
"purred all the 


Krivitsky Once Bared 
OGPU ‘Suicide’ Killing 

* (Special to Tlit New* l 

Washington, D. C., Feb. 10 — The prophetic testimony 
of Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky before the Dies Committee in 

T no Cl . — i 7 1_ a 1. t 1 - T , 1 ... 

lust up Wiliam iv inane 1115 aeatn a simsier mystery. 

He told a wide-eyed audience^ - ’ ~~ J r* — " — — 

tow 1 * 1 , ? G ^ h r J .? w *« ed l Russian Army officer, were liqui- 
and killed a friend of his near daled b gUlin in 1937, the year 

Kriivitsky fled Russia; that 300,000 
other persons were exiled; and that 
millions were interned in concen- 
tration camps. 

Non-Citiiens Shot 
He told bow Communist leaders 
in Germany, Poland atrf Hungary 

werp rer'D fn • *->.4 .L^f 

" -- - * — ‘ — *•-“ «v«w " wmu auvu, 

though not citizens of Russia, 

He described how the OGPU net- 
work extends through the world, 
even to cover citizens of other 
lands, who oppose Moscow ; hd^its 
agents kidnap and murder pers&e, 
some of them non -Russians, on fo*\ 
eign soil because they are anti-* 
Stalin, 


Lausanne, Switzerland, in so subtle 
a fashion that the authorities 
wrote the death off as a Buicide. 
That is also how police and the 
coroner here first wrote off Krivit- 
sky's death. 

Put Dead at 35,900. 

He testified that Ignace Reiss, 
an oid friend formerly in the Rus- 
sian secret service, was trailed 
from country to country and finally 
dispatched by a gang of OGPU 
~ n under the leadership of an in- 
dividual he identified only as 
iegelglass, an OGPU agent" 
stifying through an in- 
terpreter, he declared that 35,000 



There appeared, said Matthews, 
to be no financial reason why Kri- 
vitsky should take his life, because 
a year ago he received $25,000 
from the Saturday Evening Post, 
and was drawing royalties on a 
book co-authored by Isaac Don 
Levine. ■ 

It was believed here that Krivit- p 
sky entered the country about two 
yean ago. Recently, he went ic 
Canada to re-enter on a quota 
basis. A passport bearing the name 
of Ginib^rg was found. 

The first intimation that the 
supposed suicide might be Gen. 
Krivitsky came from waldman. 

Among the man’s effects were 
found papers indicating that W*ld- 
man was hia attorney. 

Chief Thompson telephoned Wald- 
man and asked if he knew anyone 
using the names of Porof and 
Ginsberg. 

"Certainly I do,” Waldman said. 
“Walter Porof is the name Gen, 
Krivitsky adopted when he came to 
this country early in 1939. He had 
retained me to have that name 
legally changed. That process is 
under way right now. 

Menaced In N. Y. 
"Furthermore, be told me that 
one of the most deadly of the 
OGPU agents — a man even more 
to be feared than Jackson, who 
murdered Trotsky— was in New 
York and was on his trail. He gave 
me the man’s name, and I am going 

4^ 4l-> W -ft -4- 4 L jn jw l A fc m. \ 
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eau of Investigation when I demand I 
a complete investigation of every I 
detail concerning this death." j 
Waldman said that the embit-l 
tejfd Russian, last survivor of the I 
gMl military clique anH^possessorl 
atr secrets unknown even to gtalin, I 
fifas constantly in fear of bis life.] 
“I remember several month* f 
ago," he said, "when Krivitsky no- 
ticed that he was being followed ! 
one afternoon while he was in the 1 
yi c Vnit v of Times Square, He knew I 
the"* labor reporter on the New 1 
York Times, so he dashed into the 
Times office and stayed there for 
several hours until the man who j 
was shadowing him finally left .* 1 i 
In his Saturday Evening Post 
series, he was particularly vitriolic 
in his denunciation of Stalin. The 
Soviet dictator, he said, had mur- f 
dered everyone who even threat- 
ened to get in hia way, including 
most of Russia's most capable 
statesmen, financiers and military j 
leaders. 
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JCr iv itsky , Ex-Stalin 

Spy, Is Shot Dead; 
OGPU Gets Blame 
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By SLOAN TAYLOR and JACK PURCELL. 

Washington, D. C„ Feb. lO.-Gen. Walter G.^KHvitsky, hounded bythe] 
OGPU for exposing the bloody secrets he learned as a spy for Stalin, was f«M{d 
ahot to death at 9:30 A. M. today in a quiet hot el-perhapa stain, as he feared, bf 

the same agents who engi-'j 
neered the Mexican assassina- 
tion of Leon Trotsky. 


There was a bullet hole inKrivih- 
alt> 's right temple. Under him la 


n right temple. Under him lay 
a ,hjt caliber j-evolver with one shell 

disch; ~ 


w, Charged. Though the Coroner at 

first declared it to be a suicide, to- 
night he held up the death certifi* 
cate while police and the FBI fol- 
lowed more sinister clues- 

Under the glaring lights of the 
*it>- morgue, a *)ies Committee in- 
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JTE-W at Ihewi phoning his ottce 
to verify the identification W 
Gen, KrLvilsky yesterday. \ 


Waller C. Krivilsky pictured at 
the thne he leatified before Die* 
Committee. 
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▼estimator peered at the body and 
aaidi 

" ‘M/s Krivitsky. all right, and it’s 
murder. 1 have no doubt of it." 

Tt Waa Murder/ 

The Investigator was J. B. | 
un i Matthews who revealed that Kri-i 
J?U' Zy' r ? v i ts k y told him less than a month 
-■y .:- ago: 

"They’ll get me. Are at hell. 
When I'm dead, doa't ever believe 
. ' that I committed nuicide." 

And Louis Wald man, Krivitsky’* 
attorney, declared: 

"It was murder. The OGPU bad 
been trailing him." 

Krivitsky had reason for this 
t*>+T, according to Wald man, who 

/•aid that a notorious OGPU Snun, 
Hans B — , arrived in this country 
only a few day* ago. He with- 
held the man’s last name for the 
FBI. and said be would furnish 
other evidence that this waa mur- 
der, not suicide. 

Yet two notes, one in Knaaian 
and one in English, were found in 
the fifth-floor hotel room where 
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Committe«’e^-R Th ' ~" M ““ ch *‘™" Ma 


Chairman Promises 
New Evidence. 


'porters that he was 
data to present to the House, 
which has under consideration a 


FORGERY OF NOTES ALLEGED 

V ^ - ‘ 1 

Attorney for ei-Red Agent U 
Sore OGPU Faked His 
Client's Demise. 


Washington, Peb. XI (A. P.). — 
Representative Dies of Texas, 
chairman of the House commit I 


resolution io continue the coni’ 
mittee’s authority for another 
fifteen months at a cost of $ 150 , 
000. Mr. Dies indicated, however J 
that he had gone over the Krivit- 
■ky case with Mr. Matthews and 
others and said that he would 
have a statement to make as to ( 
“what happened to Krivitsky and 
what may happen to a lot of 
others.” j 

Investigation Pressed 

Louis Waldman of Hew York.! 
a friend of the former Soviet se- 
cret agent, urged a searching in- 
vestigation of the mysterious 
death. j 


tee Investigating un-American ac- 
tivities, referred today to the 
death of Gen. Walter Krivitsky 
as “the biggest story of the year 0 
and Indicated that he would pro- 
duce evidence later relating to the 
case of the former Russian secret 
agent Gen. Krivitsky, a witness 
several months ago before the 
Dies committee, was found shot 
to death in the Bellevue Hotel 
here yesterday. 

X certificate of suicide was Is* 
sued, but the police are holding' 
the case open pending further in- 
vestigation, after a fjiend of the 
dead man speculated that “an 
assassin might have counterfeit- 1 
ed rt the apparent suicide notes | 
found in the Russian’s room, Mr.j 


Mr. Waldman, Krivitsky’s at- 
torney, hurried here after the 

KaH i_r kun /«: ■ i_ _ Aft 

-~“. T -«*■— J-VUUJU II I 

hotel foom yesterday, and dis-j 
closed that his silent told him 
only recently of the arrival in 
New York of a man named Hans, I 
'This man was known to Kri- 
Tltsky as an assassin of the GPU 
(Soviet secret police),” Mr. Wald- 
man said. "Since the arrival of 
Hans In the United States Kri- 
vitsky felt that his days were 
limited. He asked me to do cer- 
tain things to get protection for 

him." v 


f ncvofve r in Hand. 

Ttt? body, a ^caliber bul/etl 
wowid in the right temple, Was 
tahpn to the morgue, but the j 


Diet was In conference with aids! 
thbr morning, including J. B. M^t- ! 
tj/fws, investigator who identified j 
fhe body as that of Gen. K^vit-j 
»ky r born Samuel Gins burg. j 
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suits of the autopsy will not be “Although the mftes are to tt 
knowa_£» several days. handwriting of KrtvltaHy il 

Detectives said a blood-stained known that the GPU, o' 


- revolver was clutched in the Rus- 
sian's hand when he was found, 
and that his unpretentious room 
•howed no signs of a struggle. 

Coroner Macdonald said, "We 
have been convinced that this 
was a suicide. But tn view of the 
facts Mr. Waldman gave, we are 
going to keep the case open and 
run down all leads/' 

Mr. Waldman’s theory of pos- 
sible assassination was backed 
by the Russian's widow, Mrs. 
Tanya Krivitsky, who said at her 
New^ York apartment that her 
husband was warned a month 
ago that a man was in this coun- 
try seeking to kill him. 

Coroner Macdonald, however, j 
aaid the handwriting of three 
notes found by the body — one in 
Russian, another Ln English and 
a third in German — was reported 
by police experts to be identical 
with that on Krivitsky’s registra- 
tion card at the hotel. 

"It is very difficult and I want 
to live very badly, but it is im- 
possible," read the police trans- 
lation of a note written in Rus 
*lan and addressed to 'Tanya 
and AJek/' Krivitaky’a wife and 
aon. 

Read Like Suicide Notes. 

A note In English to Waldman* 
asked the attorney to help Tny 
wife and my boy/' A third letter 
to "Suzanne” was written in Ger- 
man and likewise asked help for 
the widow and aon. Mr. Wald- 
man said Suzanne was one of the 
Russian’s friends, 

4 The letters appear to be sui- 
cide notes/' Waldman said, "but 
in the interest of the family and, 
^iarTfie public Interest, 

asked the authorities not^oclose 
the investigation. 


-which Krivitaky had been an off] 
dal* had specimens of his hand 
writing. The GPU is expert ii 
counterfeiting handwriting am 
■Ignatures of Krivitisky" 

The little Russian with tht 
grim, lined face gained national 
notice in October, 1939, when he 
declared in testifying before the 
Dies committee investigating un- 
American activities that undoubt 
edly there were Russian secret 
agents in the United States Army 
and Navy. He told the commit 
tee that he broke with Josef Sta- 
lin 1 a government in 1937 over the 
Russian purge carried out that 
year. 

Convinced of Murder, 
Before that. Krivitsky testiifed, 
he served for two years as chief 
of Russian military intelligence 
for all western Europe. 

Mr, Matthews asserted the 
Russian once told him, 'They’ll 
get me sure as hell, The GPU is 
going to assassinate Trotsky and 
me. When I'm dead, don't ever 
believe that I committed sui- 
cide." /- • i 

Leon ^Trotsky, anti-Stalinist 
leader, was slain with a pickax 
last year to Mexico. 

Mr. W a) dm an said Krivitsky 
had complained recently of being 
shadowed He said his client pro 
posed to buy a little Virginia 
Arm **out of sight of Russian 
agents/’ had taken out naturali- 
sation papers and obtained an 
Automobile driver's license. 

“All these plans are not those 
ef a man planning suicide/’ tb> 
attorney aaid. "They are 
plajfle of a man who intends to 
mUprt a new life in the Urated 

rates.’ 1 . 
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End of Krivitilcy^^r^ 

It is almost futile to ^ebate*The 
question whether General Krivitsky, 
found dead in a Washington hotel 
yesterday, died by his own hand or 
was murdered by Stalinist agents. 

1 One of the most refined and least 
risky methods of homicide is that in 
which the victim pulls the trigger 
himself. Psychologists call it suicide 
by persuasion, A commoner phrase 
is hounding to death. 

General Krivitsky was formerly 
Chief of Intelligence for the Red 
Army and an intimate counselor of 
Joseph Stalin, In that capacity be 
was familiar with the Soviet technic 
of assassination. He knew, that once 
he had broken with Moscow and laid 
bare its secrets to tha. W£Kki-hi* ex- 
pectation of life had dropped far be- 
low that shown in, the .actuarial 

k»wjcp. iuc ooo«Laqiij. woo uu mfl 

traces each hour of the day and the 
night, and he knew it. 

If, as the superficial evidence indi- 
cates, General Krivitsky shot him- 
self, it was only too plainly because 
he could discover no way out of the 
sppre that bad been set for him, the 
ty> of snare that he must often, in 
th* nu( have laid for othei 
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Murder? Suicide 


THREE NOTES may prove 
: that Krivitsky couldn't have 
: committed suicide, Washing- 
l ton police say that one was in 
f Russian, one in English, one in 
: German. So far ai is known, 
Krivitsky spoke but little Eng- 
lish, bad to use an interpreter 
for the writing of his maga- 
zine exposes, and for his Dies 
Committee testimony. 

"SUICIDE r Mid Krivitiky " 
to J. B* Matthews, investigator 
for the Dies Committee, not 
long ago. “Don’t ever believe 
1*11 commit suicide. If I'm 
bumped off, it’s murder." 

i A ROPE, had it been 
i dropped f rom a window di- 
1 rectly over Krivitsky’** could 
! have permitted an assassin ac- 
cess to ‘ the room, and could 
have permitted a departure 
with the Krivitsky door bolted 
* from the inside, and the win- 
dow closed. 

ALL FRIENDS who could 
be reached last night were 
unanimous in the opinion that 
v/alter Krivitsky would not, 
and t^pld not, have committed 
suicide. 


WASHINGTON POLI 
who examined the Krivii 
room carefully, are reluctan 
change their original verdic 
suicide. They point out 
one shot was fired from 
.38 automatic found by 
head, and that the room 
bolted from the inside, 
shot was fired from c 
range. 

"NO VISITORS " says 
hotel management, "were 
nounced for Krivitsky from 
time he checked in Sun 
night until the body was 
covered at 9:30 yestei 
morning." 

NO FIRE ESCAPE 
outside Krivitsky** window 
aid an escape. And no lei 
along which an assassin cc 
crawl. The room was : 
stories above the street 

THE HANDWRITING 
the suicide notes, says U. 
District Attorney Edward 
Curran, matches the handw 
ing on the hotel registtr. 
said be bad no doubt that 
Genera! shot himself. 
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! He Predic ted ^azt-Sovief Pact 



GENERAL WALTER G/KRIVITSKY 
Ex-spy chiti as ht looked on witness stand at Dies 
barings. 


{Iut«rcUril©DiJ) 

Committee 



Krivitsky Felt 
H isjDootn Near 

(Wily a week ago that the OGPU WAR (j rj iri n cr aIada^ 
Chm^true* ^ es * en * ay l ast of his amazing predictions 


He told his attorney, one of the 
few men he could trust that he 
was aware he was being shad- 
owed by the dreaded OGPU. and 
that the agent entrusted with the 
\ Job of "eliminating” him was 
Vmore deadly than Jackson, *the 
Toan who pick axed Leon Trotsky 
to death Jn Mexico. 

J Tn my opinion/' said Louis 

*** __ V . 

”stiuu(tut, uic BLturrHry, as ne 

left last night for Washington, 
"Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky did 
not commit suicide." Waldman 
was most emphatic. "He was 
murdered by the OGPU. 

"Only last week In this of- 


fice he told me that he was be- 
ing trailed and that his life was 
in great danger, 

"Having already given Im- 
portant Information to the Fed- 
eral authorities, and being in 
possession of a great deal more, 
he asked me to take up the 
question of protection with the 
FBI." 

In the Bronx last night, Mrs. 
Tanya Krivitsky said tha< her 
husband went to Washington 
Wednesday. He had two missions: 
he was to sec Martin Dies, and he 
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was torrid a farm in Virginia 
lor family's refuge. 

^ he asserted that her husband 
never owned a pistol. Last 
week*. he told Waidman that he 
would go to the New York City 
police and ask lor a pistol per- 
mit, hut that he expected to be 
turned down because he was an 
alien. 

His widow argued against the 
suicide theory, and said that he 
wasn’t downcast or depressed be- 
cause ol the OGPU. Besides, she 
pointed out, a man bent on 
suicide would not be out pricing 
farms in Virginia. 

| FoUoired Here 1 

A lew months ago, Krivitsky 
was walking in crowded Times 
Square when he noticed that he 
was being followed. He was in 
such deadly fear lor his lilf that 
he dashed into The Times office 
to the desk ol a labor reporter, 
whom he knew. He stayed until 
he felt Si was sale io leave. 

Krivitsky was bom Samuel 
Ginsberg, in the Russian Ukraine. 
After the Red Revolution of 1917, 
when he assumed a place in the 
Soviet hierarchy, he changed the 
name to Walter Krivit^j|- 

He rose in party and military 
councils until he became Chief ol 
Soviet Military Intelligence for 
Western Europe. He established 
headquarters in Berlin, and did 
Stalin’s bidding toward building 
a Red Army within Germany for 
, the overthrow ol Hindenburg, 
and, subsequently, Hitler. 

After the purge trials ol 1936, 
Stalin demanded a proof ol 
loyalty from him. Krivitsky was 
to deliver one ol his closest 
friends to Stalin. Krivitsky 
reneged. He fled, In 1939, with 
his wife and his son Alexander 
to America. 

i Once here, he created a sensa- 
l tlon by exposing Stalin’s despot- 
| ism* nut Only Over Russia, bui 
I over all Communists the world 
t o'/er, including the reputej fco,- 
000 in the U, S. These artfcles 
Were published by the Saturday 
'■Evening Post. | 

\Stung, the Communist Party ol 


the U. S- retaliated by calling him 
Ginsberg and denying he had 
ever been a Red general. Krivit- 
sky was then called to testily be- 
fore the Dies Committee, and not 
only substantiated his published 
articles, but asserted that Stalin’s 
blood bath "destroyed” 35,000 Red 
officers, banished 300,000 Soviet 
Communists, and put millions of 
persons into prison camps. 

He accurately forecast the Hit- 
ler-Stalin pact ol August 1939, 
and said that Stalin made out- 
right gilts to Hitler ol secret 
information ferreted out of the 

IT R Ku nr.Pir 

Wfr — mrj “+V V. 

He told the Dies Committee 
that OGPU agents were firmly 
entrenched in the U. S. Army and 


NavyJJi further said that Earl 
Brrjw3er7 head ol the Communist 
Party In America* was little more 
than a dutiful office boy who 
takes his orders direct from 
Stalin. 

Krivitsky and his family came 
here on visitors' permit*. The 
Department of Immigration 
moved several times to deport 

Kiit IfHtHtcIru T\\nsiA**A 

AVI 

a stay on the grounds that, to de- 
port him would be to sentence 
him to death. 

Later, he went to Canada and 
returned under the Canadian 
quota. He had recently applied 
for his first citizenship papers. 

After the death of Trotsky in 
Mexico, Krivitsky became doubly 
alarmed and seemed to feel that 
the OGPU, having eliminated 
Trotsky, could now concentrate 

hi i 

VI I 1 U-i 11. ly 

Last night, Boris Shub, \who 
served as Interpreter for Krivit- 
sky, said he was convinced 


Krivitsky has been slain * 
Russian Secret Service. 

Benjamin Stollberg, write 
also translated for Kivitsky 
"The thought ol luicit 
nonsense. Krivitsky told 
that he expected to be k 
and that his murder wou 
framed to appear a suiddt 
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(Special to tie Danj Mirror) Q 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10. — Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky, one-time chief of 
the Soviet Army Intelligence Service for Western Europe, who broke away to 
become an implacable enemy of the Stalin regime, was found shot dead in a 
quiet side-street hotel, near the Capitol, this morning. 

"Apparently suicide,” was the tentative judgment of police, the coroner, and the 
U. S. Attorney, on the circumstantial evidence of a .S8-caliber automatic pistol, which 
lay beside, the body with one shell fired, in fifth-floor room, locked on the inside. 
judgment was backed by the discovery of three “suicide notes, ! fjin English, Russian a^a - 

l Ttj. -....A.-, .uuearon^rr V j “~[ | *^fy write and my boy wfll 

If h.^ve been written by Kriv/t 
sky. Authorities, however 
left the way open for thi 
possibility that: 


**It l s definitely murder,” ai 
opinion expressed by J. B. Mat 
thews, Investigator for the Die; 
Committee, before which Kri 
vitsky had appeared to give testi- 
mony which was cruelly damag- 
ing to the Red cause in /his 
country. This opinion was stated 
by all the dead man’s associates 
and acquaintances, who revealec 
that Krivitsky lived In constant 
fear of "The Med Judas, "ass.^-ne^ 
to assassinate him by the Soviie 
OGPU. A third possibility com 
blned: 

Murder AND suidde--in tha 
it was suggested that Krivitsky 
had been told that he must de 
stroy himself— or see his wife an 
seven year-old son slain* 


Draik .\otf« 



"He did not commit suicide* Ht 
WfS murdered.” 


U. S. Attorney Edward Curran, 
In the face of the objective evi- 
dence, said, *Tt looks like suicide 
but there seem to be plenty of 
grounds for murder,” 

,1 °* es ' after being sub* 
to handwriting analyst 
hlch authorities said establisned 




they had definitely been written 
by Krivitsky, were made public 
late tonight by Coroner A. Milton 
Magruder. 

The first in English, was ad- 
dressed to Louis Waldman, his) 
attorney, wno rushed here from# 
tfNew York when notified Of t ml 
death. It said; If 


your help. Please do fd^ 

lem what you can ... I went 
Virginia because I know 
.«* there I car*, get the gun. 

my wife and my friends 
lould have trouble, please 
sip them. They are good 
>ple, and didn't know why I 
>ught the gun." 

te of the notes was to his 
life, believed to be In or near 
York. In It, Krivitsky said: 
‘It is Impossible for me o 
re longer— I’ve got to go . 
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Co to my friend* tad they wflL 
brtjk^you. Don't go to my > 

tnemle9>*You know who they 
are." 

•Tear Tanya and Dear Akk, 

{the fan)," till* note began: 

. “It is very difficult J want 
to five very badly, but It la Im- 
possible. I love you, my only 
one. It la difficult lor me to 
write but think about me and 
then you will understand that 
t must go. Don’t tell Alek yet 
where his father haa gone. I 
believe that In time you will 
ten him. because It will... beet 
lor him. Forgive, It la very 
hard to write. Take care ol 3 
him, and be a good mother to 
him and be alwhys quiet and ■ 
never get angry at him. 

"He Is very good and always 
very pale. Good people- will 
help you, but not enemies. I 
think my sins are big. I see 
you, Tanya and Alek* 1 em- 
brace you. 

"On the farm of Dobertov, 

I wrote this yesterday, but I 
did not have any strength in 
New York. I did not have any 
business in Washington. 1 went 
to see Dobertov, because that 
la the only place I could get j 
the firearms." 1 

The third note was addressed 
to Susan LaFollette, who Is re- j 
lated to Phillip, former Governor I 
ol Wisconsin, and hi* brother 
Robert Senator from that State, 
both of whom followed In the 
footsteps of their father, the late 
Senator, a* Republican-Liberals. 

This note asked Miss LaFol- 
lette's aid for him family. It was 
addressed to her at the Chelsea 
Hotel in New York City. 

(Susan LaFollette, at the 
Chelsea Hotel in New York, maid 
she spent meet of last evening 
with Mrs. Krivitsky. She said 
that the widow Is positive that 
her husband was slain by the 
OGFU, and cited the lact tfiat 
"six weeks ago someone ph oiled 
Walter and told him that HAts 
- .-fcwwae in America to get 




M *ave their lltJ 
u—A torture and death. 

Tonight the police attempted 
to determine if KrlviUky went 
to his death, in Washington. 1941, 
under the same pressure. 

Whether be killed him, by 
proxy, or whether he didn't, Stalin 
had no cause to love the dead 
man. Krivitsky started blasting 
the Red boas in 2939k with a 
series of articles In the Saturday 
Evening Poet, In which he ex- 
posed the systematic campaign 
of murder, terror, forgery, black- 
mail and counterfeiting— all over 
the world— by which the Oon> 
m unlit International s trove to 
bolster and extend the rule of 
, Stalin. 

He put his name at the head 
of the articles— and the same 
name went down on the Krem- 
fin’s black book, along with two 
aliases, by which be strove to 
remain alive. 

He presented testimony to the 
Ties Committee, similar to that 
in bis magazine stories — reveal- i 
lng the presence of Red cells In 1 
the U^S. Army. Still more testi- 
mony was to come — when Kriv- 
Itsky died. : 

His bead was hall blown off] 
by a single Shot from the auto* I 
matic. The door of the fifth-floor ' 
room was barred from the inside. 
There was no ledge, no lire 
escape outside the window. 

"We are working on all the 
angles," said Inspector Bernard 
Thompson, 

"All the angles" could refer to 
a prediction by Leon Trotsky, be* 
fore Leon Trotsky was murdered 
last Summer, that "Stalin will 
kill me and he will kill Krivit- 
sky-" 

Washington police tonight 
awaited the arrival of Louis 
Waidman, Krivitsky'* attorney, 
hurrying here from New York, 
to hblaln a description of a se^et 
agdnt from the Soviet, who 
cen,3y arrived in New York, 
wrong to Waidman. 

The one-time Red 
whose real name was believed to 
be Samuel or Schrodka Gins 
tel*, hid mistered *t the b«W 
as Walter Foret a name he had 
frequently used as an *»**- 

Murder— if it wu a murder- 
followed derision as the weajxm 
el the SulinUU. In Qj» U* 
Hilda, KrlviUky predicted the 
el jhlni ol » treety between Ger- 
miay end the Soviet- E«rt 
Browder, secretary of the Ameri- 
can Communist Party, comment 
ed at the time that: 

*A German-Soviet accord Is 
than 


turn." Brue**e, **14 is an 
OGPU agent who once before 
threatened Kriyittky _ In Mar- 
seilles, France.] 

One of the roost bizarre fea- 
ture* of the quondam Red Gen- 
eral'* death— described over his 
own signature as- a .suicide — was 
. tiit £nu that he had to ***** 
; dozen associa tes^_an fl - -Acquaint - 
ances: - — 

"My murder will be framed 
to look like suicide.*’ 

With objective evidence In- 
di eating murder was Impossible 
—and all the known facts of his 
life Indicating suicide was inv 
possible and murder Imminent- 
police were driven tonight to the 
fantastic conclusion that Krivit- 
sky may have executed his own 
death sentence upon himself. 

When he quit being a Stalin 
accomplice and turned upon his 
one-time master, one of the first 
things Krivitsky did was to ex- 
pose the methods used by the 
OGPU In extorting allegedly 
false confessions from suspects 
fn the Russian "treason trials/ 1 
’He contended that the defendants 
confessed— and went to certain 

Continued on Page IS 
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ii Seeks Spain's Help gen. krivitsk 

' IS VICTIM OF GU 

IN WASHINGTO 


• ’AN LEADER COMES HOME IN 
*RCH OF. HIS PARTY 


Claim Franco 
Is on His Way 
to See ll Duce 


Ot*P •* t*dfr P*R9.) 
BERNE. Switzerland. Feb. 10.— 
Diplomatic dispatches reported to- 
night that Gen- 



Sift Charge He W: 
Slain by GPU. 


Revelation by Widou 


New York, r«b. 10 (Special^ 
Mrs. Tanya Krivfttky, whose bU 
buid «u found shot to death 1 
Washington. D. C, today, di 
closed tonight that her husban 
left here last Wednesday on' ts 
missions. Be was to Kt Repp 
seaLatlve Martin Dies CD, Tex.' 
before whose committee on ui 
American activities he alread 
had given much information Abed 
red spy activities in the Unite* 
. fi tales, and then ha was Jajh) 
refuge for his family In VLrginii 
He hoped. Mrs. Krivitxky auk 
that by moving hi# family— fcez 
eelf and their 7 year old son 
Alexander— out of New York, h* 
might escape GFU assassins. Thi 
widow, who Is In hiding, said he: 
husband was warned a month agt 
that such an assassin was on hit 
trail, Mrs. Krlvilsky said the sanu 
man tried to kill her In Marseille; 
in 1S3T. She asserted, too, thai 
Xrivltsky had never owned a piste: 
in the United States. 


Washington, J>. G, reb. 10.— Mi 
ery tonight enveloped the death 

jhlef at a u d it Ra eete * s a t cm poll 
middle Europe. He was found th 
a Capitol Hill hotel room today. 
Based upon the evidence of 
aping wound In Krivitaky's rig) 
'em pl« mid the discovery of a J 
aliber automatic pistol at hli *Jd 
Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald i 
rst Issued a certificate of eukitf 
hla action was taken, however, whe 
he dead man was known only a 
Valter Foret the name under whlc 
e had registered at the hotel. 

OartiAoafe Held Up. 

After Xrivltsky** Identity w> 
^ anted the coroner announced the 
? would hold up the suicide cm 
ficate pending an Investigation. 4 
The lurid Imaginations of murde: 


middle Europe. He wu found lhot 
a Capitol Hill hotel room 
Bastd upon the evidence^ i 
aping wound In Krivitsky'* ri^ it 
emple and the discovery of a .38 
allber automatic ptstol at hla side, 
oroner A. Magruder MacDonald at 
irst Issued a certificate of suicide, 
his action was taken, however, when 
e dead man was known only as 
alter poref, tha name under which 
at the hotel* 
Certificate Held Up. 

After Krivitsky** identity was 
arned the coroner announced that 
e would hold up the suicide cer- 
ificate pending an Investigation* 

The lurid Imaginations of murder 
ction writers hardly could summon 
P more mystifying circumstance* 
an those which made police puzzle 
ver the death of Krivitsky. Against 
11 the indications that he killed him- 
elf was the firm insistence of hi* 
ttomey* Louis Waldmsh, and J. B* 
at thews, chief investigator for the 
let committee, that he was slain 
for his forthright criticism* of JpBaf 
Stalin. . : 

Krivitsky, who wy tjl A aartes. of 
articles for the Saturday Evening Poet 
criticizing the Stalin regime, repeated* 
had predicted that he would be 
slain by agents of Stalin. 

There were other* Items which 
made yie Investigators wonder. 

Find Three Letter* in Room. 


Three letters were found In Krivit- 
a ley's room. One was in English, ad- 
dressed to Attorney Waldman, asking 
him to take care of his wife and son* 
Another in Russian, addressed to his 
wife and 7 year old son who are jn 
New York, said "It U very difficult 
and I want to live very badly, but it 
is impossible." The third letter, writ* 
ten la German, was addressed to 
*• Dear Suzanne.’* 

Waldman said the " Dear Suzanne • 
letter was to a relative of Senator Rob- 
ert M. La Follette and that she was % 
New York editor, Altho they appeared 
to be farewell letters, Waldman U> 
sisted they were forged by the Rus- 
sian secret police. [Text of the letter* 
appear on page 2.] 

X rents of the Day* 

A chmnnlrtdnl a# «V* 

’ — — m * » 1 ■ -vuw»*** va u km ±4jr 

cldents preceding and connected with 
the Krivitsky death follows: 

At 10 o’clock this morning, Thelma 
Jackson, a chambermaid, attempted 
to enter Krivitsky s room on the fifth 
floor of the Bellevue hotel, a modest 
hostelry not far from Washington** 
Union station, frequented mainly by 
tourist* and elderly government 
workers. She employed her pass key 
when she found the door locked. A 
safety latch on the door Inside had 
not been used and hotel employ** 
admitted that a skeleton key would 
permit access to any room In the 
hotel 

The maid saw a body lying on tha 
bed. It was fully clothed except foe 
coat and shoes. The pistol lay be* 
aide the body. The maid’s screams 
brought the manager, who notified 
police. 

Joseph Donnelly, desk clerk, rm 
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Continued from rtnt race. 

It going. I belkrt Uu( In 

*1U ten W» haw ItvfllkM 
fir him. 

1 Tartln- it fa very hard to write. 
Take cart *t him and be a good 
r mother to him and be always 
: valet, and arret get aogi? at him 
Be Is my feed tad always wry 
Hit. Goad people will help yea bat 
*Jf art enemies. 1 think mj sins are 

r.f wy hit. 

*T we yon. Tania and Alee, 
iuy Toots 

If VELA.- 

postscript mystifieb. 

££•'• There followed p postscript 
' which has aroused many questions 
amom officials who believe OOPU 
agents dictated the letters for 
Kriviuky to pen. 

*1 wrote this yesterday, hut ■ 
did not hart any strength In New 
Terfc. I did sat have any bust- 
neas In Tublsitoa I went to 
see Oobertor becaaae that was the 
•nly plane I mid get the fire 


In direct contradiction to this 
postscript. Waldman explained 
that KrlviUky* who registered at 
the BeUeveu as Walter Poref, the 
name he has always used In this 
country, came to Washington to 
seek the protection at the FBL 
TELLS OF SHADOWING* 
Waldman stated: 

‘‘Krlrllaky told mt last Wednea 
; day that he was retag to Vlr 
. glnla for the purpose *f buying a 
farm. Be had been dickering for 
this farm and he had complained 
to me several time* about being 
shadowed daring the past three 
w — h e. 

“Then w* were Informed of the 
antral at a special OGFU agent 
by the name or Bans* who to 
known as a deadly uiapla 
Krivttsky m\A that since Ham* 
arrival ftm the United BUten he 
frit hto days were limited,* 
Meanwhile police here admitted 
that they hare been unable to lo- 
cate the “Dobertov" named in the 
letter to Mrs, KrlviUky. 

ILLOGICAL, nAtii, 

Waldman pointed out that he 
had already secured the promise 
of Hew York City police to give 
KrlviUky a special gun permit 
granted to aliens. Waldman asked : 
"Why should KrivUsky have had 
to go to Virginia U a get a gnn 
te kill himself r H 

The third letter found fa the 
hotel room was addressed to 
Susan Ia Toilette, Hotel Chelsea, 
New York City, a cousin of Ben 
ator La Folic tie* 

This note wag wrttttt fa Ger- 
man and might have been written 
to Miss La Founts. J. B, Matthews, 
chief Investigator for the Dies 
committee, explained* **becau» 
that was the address where Kil 
vitshy received all bis mail.' 1 

ASM AID FOB WIFE, BON* 

Thig letter lead; 

*1 trait that you are weB and I 
sm dying with the hope that yea 



Diet faveuUga U 
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of the FBL 
Waldman, arrii 
night tram New 
foctlr to the mot 
thews had afrni 
body as the 



SUSAN LA FOLLETTE, 
Receives Krivitaky note. 


deeds by the OOPU. that Doten- 
berg was convicted by the federal 
government and sentenced to 

prison fa 1 * 39 . 

Dosenberg, one time chief of 
the OGFU In this country and 
head of a hugh counterfeiting ring 
working here for the profit of the 
Soviets, was released from prison 
last January 15 and has disap- 
peared. MatLhews revealed, 
DISCOUNT SUICIDE. 

The evidence which point* away 
from the suicide theory* as com- 
piled for the Hew York Journal 
and American by State Depart- 
ing official* with whom Krivit- 
sky was in frequent communica- 
tion. present thto picture: 

KrtviUky wag well off finan- 
cially. 

He went to enormous trouble to 
come back to this country from 
Canada and take out first citizen 
ship papers. 

He was undertaking legal steps 
to change his name to Walter 


the setting fa the hotel rocan of tin 

where KrlviUky had checked fa the Hotel BeDevu 

last Sunday at i:t» p. j " 

hours before h|i d eat h . - wi «/ mmmm ▼ 

Pint, police admit, no shot was latter also plans 

heard fa the hotoL 

Coronor MacDonald admitted 
that while the shot had been fired 
into Krivttsky'* right temple, the 
gun. a Jl caliber revolver* 
found lying at hto left ride. 

Except for one tolephnnr call to 
“rocan service* at I :*0 p. m. Sun- 
day night, KrlviUky made no out- 
side contacts. This one can re- 
sulted in hto receiving one bottle 
of sparkling water. 

FOUND BY MAID. 

The general was discovered yes 
today morning by Thelma Jack- 
son chamber maid, when she en- 
tered the room to dean. 

I The body was dad fa a freer 
slipover sweater, gray trouser*, 
socks, a shirt and tie. Bis shoes 
were tinder the bed* 

The three letters, unsealed, were 
found on the dresser, on the other 
Side of the room away from the 
J®* U* ***** were written fa 
pencil. 

-J? 10 !* to Die* ta- 

and other federal of- 
“fteti toward the probability that 
Krlvitoky was compelled to de- 
stroy himself, ware: 

Krivttsky was followed con- 
stantly and openly by OGPU 
agents. 

He knew, from an Intimate , 

knowledge and study of Soviet - . . : m 

purges, the system of forofag a **l C hctg Coff ** fa iH — 

former follower to «nwr| t - ** dw eaww of fwtoa* sod 

a«e^ first confessing fa wrong 

He fared death at the hands of 
Killer Hans and often, since the 
arrival of Hans, stated that death 
would be hto lot. 

FLANS NEW SEARCH. 

Meanwhile. Waldman. angered — — 

& AT " m, ‘ wb H * taan 


emedy rigfa foe ftm aotfoe pot, 

RED CIRCLE COFFEE 



will help Tula and my poor boy. 
Yon were a good Mend, Town. 
Walter.* 

Like the other two notes, this 
one also carried a postscript whl& 
5 La ted: 

*1 also think about yam toother 
and Dorothy.* 

Matthews stated: 

*The OGFU k»iW that Krf- 
vftsky received to* mail throogh 
Susan La FoUetfe* They also " 
what cloeq friends they were. 
DOZpr&EBG HUNTED. 

"Faille Washington police refused 
aid fa the search for Nicholas 
__Mnberg, a notorious Communist 
leader recently released from 
prison. Dies eommlttee investi- 
gator* worked f rantica lly to find 
-he 

It vu through the testimony of 


He was negotiating to bo 
farm. 

He was applying for a gun per- 
mit. 

He had just managed to obtain 
automobile license fa New 
York. 

The OGPU killer. •'Hans." had 
arrived fa this country from 


Added to this picture 
testimony of Matthews. 

WARNING RECALLED. 

- Matthews said: | 

JO***?** ! ltMT ***> Krivttsky, 
with wheat I bad become > rerr 
friendly, told me that the GGPU 
was determined to assassinate 
Trotsky and himself. He said to 

Tf I am ever found dead *nd 
It appears to be suicide, please 
don't accept that belief. It wtiP 
appear to be nlclde. Bat It 
i^ill really he murder. Trotsky to 
to be u ordered and I am. too. 
jFlease go toAfobco City and warn 
Trotsky*. 

*1 went to Mexico City 
Mtor this conversation, aat „ 
Trot^. ] even had a letter from 
TrcUkj* I told Trotsky what 
general had said. * K 

! /Trotsky told me: *Gcn. KrtvB-J 
sky b right We are the two mat 
the OGPU are sworn to kill 1 . 1 
*It wasn't long after that 
Trotsky was a—sirinefrfl. 
now KrlviUky fa dead.” 

NONE HEARD SHOT, 

Other evidence which points 



TVm CW.cy V\ 
A-U- Ml 





[ 


' * ramv 



I Fear Tri g 

on Death List 


i 


I 


OGPUIffi? 

KRIVIT! 


JM r. 1 


h 


Russians Here ; 
Certain OGPU 
Killed Krivitsky 


BY MEYER ZOLOTAREfT. 

Chicago's Ruiiiiljtn circle* we 
bulging today over the tragic 
death of Walter KrtviUky, the 
short. wiry Russian general who 
knew all the accrete of Josef 
Etalin. 

Krivftsky's death had been p»< 
dieted here as long ago as killing 
of Lech TroUky. Loopd Trotsky- 
Itei, well acquainted with the ma- 
chinery of the OOPU. Stalin'* se 
cret police, knew it was difficult 
for any "offender" to escape. 

Today, following the death of 
Krivitsky. they made another pre 
diction* They aald the OOPU ha* 
not completed it* Job and ha* an- 
other prospective victim, who 1* 
probably as dangerous aa the two 
who have joined many of Russia's 
best eons in death. 

Chicago TroUky lies say the next 
Victim of the OOPU will be Trot- 
Sky's widow, Natalie, who was her 
husbands confidant* for thirty 
tight years. 

While anxiety over the fate of; 
Mme. Trotsky, believed here to be 
hiding somewhere In Mexico, grew 
hourly, local Trpiskyite headquar- 
ters devoted most speculation to 
the manner tn which Oen. Krivit- 
sky met his death. 

His body was found In a Wash- 
ington hotel room. The coroner 
withheld a certificate stating the 
cause of death, but Krivlt&ky's 
numerous friends and associates 
here stubbornly insist he was 
muijdered. They say he met the 
late of all those who dare con- 
demn Stalin and his doings. They 
maintain that the long arm of 
ttv OOPU. an important branch 
of which Knvitsky once headed, 
had finally reached him. 




STALIN'S HAND BEEN. 

But whether Krivitsky commit- 
ted suicide or died at the hands 
of an assassin, they maintained 
one thing is certain— 

Oen. Krivitsky died because 
alive he was inconvenient to his 
arch foe, Josef Stalin. 

It does not matter, they say 
here, whether KrtviUky himself 
fired the fatal shot into bis tem- 
ple or whether It was done by one 
of Btallzfs agents. They believe 
Stalin wanted to dispose of Krivit- 
sky at ah cost*. His activity In 
the United States annoyed the Red 
dictator. His revelations and dam- 
aging charges hurled at fitahn 
apd the Kremlin, the fortress of 
the Third International, had to 
be shut off. 

Stalin's many efforts to alienee 
Krivitsky failed. His articles In 
a national magazine annoyed the 
Russian dictator, especially. Etalln, 
It Is said, even ordered Constantin 
Ounnnsky, his American ambassa- 
dor, to use his influence to halt 
the series or articles. . 

When Oumansky failed In Us 

attempt he was called to the 
Kremlin for an explanation and 
at one time it was beU'Ved that 
he would be ousted from hi* post, 
•cording to these wurces. 

Oumansky , loc^i Russian* say. 
also tried to idwent Krivitsky '■ 
appearancejrtfore the Dies Com- 
muter. ySTney maintain he used 
all his diplomatic power, but de- 
spiit' Stalin and all his coherta, 
wiry little general who knew 

Ultn well after having aerved 
for almost two decades In hit 
government, refused to be silenced. 

When Sulin failed to gag his 
foe by diplomatic pressure, pre- 
dictions were made tn Trotakytte 
circles that Krivitsky was living on 
borrowed time. 




It was to Ml* X* TbDttte, 

widely known magazine writer mm 
a family friend of the Krtvltskj 
that Du el the thrto note* four 
betide hi* body was addressed. 

Seated In her guile M Ibc Hot 
Chelsea, Seventh it. and l 
Twenty-third at. she appeared el 
Tloutiy shaken a* she said; 

Tn retoetert to Mere I 
leek hi* m life. He was Seei 
|y tn lev* wttfc fata wife and efal 
and I knew, tea, that fae Md j 
least two people that nw 4i 
fae weald be anti 
weald be made to 


MURDER EI T HER WAT* r 
“Do yea believe R wo* pa 
JlerT* she was aekoL 

She puffed a dgarot nervous! 
and lifted her shoulder* fadptea 
U as she replied; 7. J 

! "Hew do 1 definitely knew w* 
was? Bet tfaeee peep l c dw 
| voice was Utter) "tfaeee pen 1 
are capable ef a great Seat W 
reeling fa tfafa: If H fa a eatafaf 
then It fa a m order. He wi 
bounded and faeonded." 

KrtviUky, she said, knew ttu 
iHan* Brum deecribed aa cave < 
Russia's "deadliest secret agenti 
—was tn Hew Tort looking U 
him. She revealed that two vz 
Identified men about a year a« 
walked tip to a woman fries 
of the KriviUkys on the otr* 
with a polite; 

Tbv KHvMrT 
The woman told them she n 
not Mrs. Krivitsky and starred t 
walk away, Mias XAFOOette aab 
adding: * 

"Bat they tafu bitBdf fae 
Walter became «otto i ww |s the 
and I anderstaad wme guarded Ii 
several days by FBI menu 
TELLS OOPU WARNING. 

It was abort that time, to 
that Walter met three OGP 
agents In Mew M and to 
warned Urn : -Stay eat of the mU 
section ef the City/ 1 *. 

Krhdtskrs visit to Washlngioi 
Miss LaToUette said, was "some 
thing of a surprise,' 1 She ccntlD 


Mme. Leon Trotsky, with her late husband (left), 
and Diego Rivera, famous Mexican artist, pictured in 
Mexico, where Trotsky vainly sought refuge from the 
vengeince of Josef Stalin. Behind the group are two of 
the bodyguards whose presence failed to utc Trotsky 

from assassination. The mysterious death in Washing- 
ton of Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky, critic of Stalin, has 
aroused fears that Mme. Trotsky may be marked for 
death at the hands of Russian Ogpu agents. 


"I saw him to New York arty 
day before fae left. He didn't to 
me fae was leaving; I tfaeagfat a 
first that vm sural I tfatt 
fae weald have told me he wi 
going to Washington If fata mbs 
were definitely mad# np,* 

She said she met Krivitsky I 
IMS, when ha first came do th 
United States. She Wu then sec 
retary of the commission heads 
by Professor John Dewey to In 
vestlg ate the Moscow trials, ftb 


"I thought fac'd have tnterwttn 
things to tell and to we were Id 


that time m keen a good fries 
of the family " 


Soviet regime wen obtained from 
document* supplied by Krtvtteky. 

But their deaths do not end the 
chapter. The original document* 
are sUD tn existence. Moreover, 
numerous photostatic copies have 
been- placed In bank vaults In 
cities all over the world. 

The only person who knows their 
exact whereabouts Is Trotsky* 
widow. 

Belief that Krivitsky wu killed 
by an agent of the OOPU U based 
on Chicago Trotokyltes' personal 
knowledge of and ownmunications 
with the late general. Ha was 
known as a brave man who wad 
well aware he wu fighting power' 
ful enemies. His friends deny 
he wu a coward who would re 


Trotsky secretaries tn Madrid i 
Paris. 

Using these as a 1 
cannot conceive that Krivitsky ‘ J 
death was anything but murder. 

They even suggest he mlgb| 
have been forced to send the 1 
'In his brain under threats 
diabolic tortures. 

Finally Chicago colleagues 
Trotsky point to Marshal TtoukJ 
hachevsky, Bouchartn, 
and other great Russian fevolu*! 
tJ Queries, who' astonished 
world during the famous 
trials by "confessing crimes 
never committed, but for wfa 
they paid with their lives. 1 * 
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van tula the America* from 
wot all to the United 
L thank the Lord, — hot 

■ there are hundreds of 
aadi of Communist* of the 
that destroyed France ma- 
prtar their underhanded 

0 from France Into this land 
pportmrity — opportunity for 

machinations. 

a Italian Camorra and Malta 
already arrtytd. 

1 Holm Bebbrrtft* are 
«H>d a* frtendi of freedom. 

there am SOME Americans 
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dent of Harvard UniW^J 
| tlon* committee today^H 


the hope of America I 
in defeat of Kul I 

bp Senator v| d 
I <R> of Mlchifan If hJtmm 
so far a* to urft thif 
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defeat. Dr. Conant repU 
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them off bmaw If they •_ 
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CliargeKtlle 
Faked Snicii 
of Krivitsky 


BY SYD BOEHM, 
tpviAl a The Chicago HcreM- American. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. Il.^Two theories, both 
bv considerable evidence, were advanced today by 
officials' to account for the mysterious death of Gen 
Kriviteky. .< 

One group, representative of the State Depi 
believed that the former Soviet Union chief of : 
intelligence «as murdered by OGFU agents and th< 
arranged to make his death appear a suicide. 

The other official group, members of the Di 
mrttee, instated that Krivit&y'i death was “ment 
der,** the ex ^general being driven to self-destructt 


Effort to Drop Case Bathe 


[■ecrets 


REP. MARTIN DIES. (DICTATOR JOSEF STALIN, 
to congressional committee [Furious at Krivitsky articles. 


Meanwhile, local police, who had sought to c 
case with a suicide verdict, were forced, at the insta 


Krivitsky’, ■Homey, Louis WildmttJ, of New Yo 
to keep the case op 



keep the case open. 

With the mysterious guta -death of Krivitsky f< 

on Tro 


less than a. year the assassination of Ueon 

Mexico, the Ftaf has been asked to look for membe 
OGFU murder ring operating in the United Sta 
North and South America. 


Considerable emphasis has been placed 
“Dobertov,” mentioned In one of the Krivitsky deal 
Since this man might be able to Inform authority 


JfAl* 

*** I OOF1A. Bulgaria, Feb. 11^-^ 

ON, that the lease* (-“Bulgarian poUte salted an 

- - - » diplomatic courier’* 


* 4sk J"jt’« B - Conant, p-on-i^pon tod»j and tht muted 
> * senate aOfcirn icU-iS— « motion announced that 

— --JI \ _J"en*Tretlt protests" bad * 



the general’s movements prior to checking into tfe 

Accuses Police of Bungttn 

Waldman and each of a half dozen federal < 
who knew Krivitsky well state they have never h 
"Dobertov." Waldman said: 

*1 telephoned Mrs, Krivitsky on the long <3 
telephone and asked her whether she knew any i 
the name of "Dobcrtov.” Strangely enough, althou 
home is mentioned in the letter to her from her hi 
she insisted she had never beard of the name.’’ 
Waldman, accusing jioiice of 'bungling," show 
no fingerprint tests had been taken of any of th 
notes left by Krivitsky in the hotel nutn ntuc J 
found shot to death. Waldman said: 

‘‘Material evidence, such as the blood-stained b 
removed from the room by the hotel, and no atten 
made to padlock the room. No fingerprints wert 
"While Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald told 
, fore witnesses that Krivitsky had been dead severs 
when he was found in the Hotel BelJvue, the officii 
report of Inspector Bernard W. Thomsen stated tl 
vitsky was unconscious when he was found and 
died at the hospital about two hours later without 
tag consciousness,** ] 

One letter, penned In English ; 




^jtad beulM the oddrea. ctiti^LI 111 Lftafr I 
b^filotteavllje. Vi„ vu addressed to ri/K rRfjfS f 
Wsldman. It reed: 1 1 VU,J 1 

*Dtar Mr . Wildnw*; I 

*Uy wile end mj boy will need 
your help. Plwt do for them whet 
709 OIL TMM, 

-Welter Krtrittky* 

ThU poetseript wee added: 

*1 went to Vlrrinle because 1 ( 
can ret e run. If toy friends shaD 
here trouble, please help them. 1 
They ere rood people end they ] 
didn't know why I boorfat the run- , 

Meny r 


NOTE IN RUSSIAN* 

The second letter, written in 
Russian, wee ed dressed tp the ien- 
cral’s wife end son, Translated by 
ihe State Department. It reed: 


wamMikMUimm 


Cold, Cuts v 


WASHINGTON. Feb. J 
The threet of pother 
heed cold prompted 
Roosevelt today to hold 
merits to e minimum. 

His physician, Rear 
Roes T. Hdntfre, eske 
remain in his living qi 
much zs possible and co 
office only lor the regu 
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UoderwMMl ft Uoderwood Pho 

Believed Victfm of Communist Plotter 


Once chief the Soviet. Secret Service in middle Euroj 
Gen, Walter Kjivitskv (above.) was found shot to dea 
yesterdar under^nysterious circumstances in a Washing 
hotel, Thfs picture was taken in October 1939 wh 
Krivitsky appeared before the Dies Committee to rev* 
;th*wprk of Communist organizations in this country^ 



\ '' 

\ *■ 


\ 

4 


'JJQT ~ 

\ o 0-1 II <4 k A \^y 

i 







TIE TIKES- HERALD 
February 11, 1941 

FBI U IntretteJ ’ j 

While officials of the Fedwal: 
B V r e * u Investigation siild 
a|ents had not yet been aariglrdj 
to, the case, they were ”very m^th 
Interested in the case/ 1 
The body of the famed Russian 
soldier And secret agent was dis- 
covered about 10 ajn. by Thelma, 
Jackson, a maid, at the Bellevue 
Hotel. She said she had knocked,] 
and receiving no response, had 
entered the room with a pass key.! 

The body was clothed except for 
coat and shoes A .38-caliber auto- 
matic pistol lay beside the body. 
The maid summoned the manager, 
A gaping wound in the right w ho Immediately notified pome 
temple and a heavy caliber pistol :! 

at Its side, the body of Gen. Wal- Kcgistered as Tor er .i 

ter Ginsberg Krlvitsky, forn^T fi j ose ph Donnelly, desk clerk, told 
chief of Soviet Russia’s secret tpe police the man bad registered 
service in Middle Europe, wia binder the name of Walter Poref, 
fouqp yesterday on a bed in the ^ 5:49 p.m. Sunday, and had not 
Bellevue Hotel, in the first block ^ eTl ceen nor heard after that by 
of EjSt NW. | hotel attaches. Donnelly said the 
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K*Y T «VI r t^VIU 

Feared Slain 
By OGPU 

Probe Demanded by 
Friends Who Cite 
Threats of Death 
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Qt^ered to Canada 1 




Matthews said Krlvitsky waV or- 
dured by the State Department to 
g< to Canada a little mor$ than a 
ycgr ago. He was then awaiting 
deportation at Ellis Island and his 
departure and destination were 
kept secret at the time, due to! 
Krtvltsky*? fears of OGPU agents. 


»U lie LLU' 


derstood the State Department ■ 
was to perjnJt Krfvltsky to re-enter. 1 


Although Coroner A. M^nider ; man carried a small pvemlght bag '"S 


.. u . ^ 4 , regular quota of immigrants, he! 

of brown canvas, with a ripper top.]^ not ^ Krivitsky for a year. ' 
He said the man appeared nervous He understood the Russian still f 
cret agent insisted they would Af-\ M hc signed the register for a*« ** Canada and had no in-: 
mand a complete investigation be-] $2.50-a-day room, (formation be was in this country-! 


MacDonald issued a certificate tt 
suicide, friends of the Russian se- 


cause of death threats which have 
hung over General Krivitsky v s 
head for many years. 


I Krivitsky, Matthews said, lived 


Dr, MacDonald later announced 
thijt th* suicide certificate woflld 
be^held up pending development 
in the case. He added that tiae 
body of the former Russian gen- 
eral would hot be released pend- 
ing further investigation. 


Found in the man’s effects was f or A while In New York city at 
a passport made out to Bamuel a Riverside Drive address; That 
Ginsbefg, which Indicated he hifdiM* shortly before he testify be- 
entered the United State* lro£ H** ra « Committee, t 
CUnadj Im Russian Letter* Found 

pw first statement nsaerttafe lette „ 

thtt Krivtsky had been murdered gi an were found In Krtvitaky’* ef- 
was made in New York by Louis fects. Police were having the doc 
Wald man, an attorney, wha was uments translated, It was learned. 


In ilu* 


hurrying to Washington last 
to /take chaige of a privatii 




:ht 
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Identification of the body wasj ve^tigation In the case. He said 

made r & 1 SfT 

Dr. J. B. Matthews, investigator , , w* 

| rv U 5 g a *» i i W7vi cv ywnvt, 

of the Dies Committee on Dn- 1 added that last week while visiting 
American Activities, before which; in New York. Rrfvltsky told him 
General KriviUky exposed Stalin'* J “teS'JSS P* 

Attaches of the hotel said rooms 
on both ride sof th eooe occupied 
hy Krlvitsky on the fifth Door 
vere occupied, as well as thoafj di- 
rtctlv across the hall. They Ifere 
mystified that no shot was heird. 
Only one shell of the A8<*ljjber 
pistol had bee ndischarged. y 


bloody regime and brought down 
on himself the wrath of Commu 
Bi?ts all over the wor2d. * 
immediately upon view the 
bcjly . Dr ^Matthews said: ; 

•‘There can be no question about 
this being the body of the man 
known as Gen Walter G Krivib 
sky. I am absolutely certain of 
that. The last time I talked with 
General Krivitsky, which was 
about three months ago, he aald.l 
•They are going to get me sure. 
Dcp't you ever believe that I 
be la suicide. They have shot eveiy-l 
body, else and they are going Uo 
if - me sure/ - 


Police announced that a note In 
English found in the hotel room 
‘‘substantiated the suicide ver- 
dict” first made by Coroner Mac- 
Donald. They refused, however, 
to make public the contents of the 
note pending translation by the 

Rtbtp TVnftrtJrt»ti+ rtf 

wv ““ t Wi 

written in Russian. 

Matthews said he had difficulty 
in persuading Krivitsky to testify 
before the Dies Committee, be- 
fore which he appeared October 
IV 1^39 He said he had ttWd 
, r Krivitsky was hiding in this dbun- 
tiy and after several month! lo- 
ca *fcd him in New York fitate 
afcriut 100 miles from New Tork 
city. Matthews said he was 
driven secretly to the place, where 
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Krivltsky ww living with his wilt 
and one of hit children. 

When the Investigator urged 
Kr*vitsky to testify, the Russian 
said: 

4 As sure as I do. they’ll kill me ” 

ILnvitsky came to the United 
States about three years ago after; 
he had been expelled from the 
Communist party and lost his So 
vlet citizenship following a break; 
with Stalin, whom he had served* 
as chief of the secret military po- 
lice in middle Europe. 

In addition to testifying that 
Russian secret agenU were active 
In the United States, Krivltsky 
wrote a series of, articles for the 
Saturday Evening Post exposing 
Communist world Intrigues. 


the world that the man you fiind 
is Krivltsky. and that he was uiur- ! 
dered by OGPTJ, the Soviet secret 
police. * | 

'1 talked with him only last 
Wednesday, and he told me then 
he was goinp to Washington and 
would be there several days In a 1 
hotel. . /' — j 

"Furthermore, he told ihe that i 
one of the most 'deadly of the 
OOPU agents — a man even more; 


FBI Denies lirfonhmtlon * ** **»» who 

murdered Trotsky — «u in New, 
Attorney Waldman. In New York and was on his trail. He 
York, asserted that Krivit&ky had g&V e the man s name, and I am 
been cooperating with the Fed’ going to turn It over to the Federal 


eral Bureau of Investigation in 
antiespionage work and had oome 
to "Washington to /'discuss pro- 
visions for safety." Director J. 
Edg&r Hoover, of the FBI. how- 
ever, denied that Krlvitsky was 
employed or that the agency had 
the erstwhile general under sur- 


Bureau of Investigation wheh I 
demand a complete Investigation 
of every detail concerning this, 
death." • j] -j 

The General's wife and son Ivere 
said to be living In New York ^Ity, j 
while he had been hiding fft a 1 

llt — . - _ T . * small upstate town to escape the , 

velll an ce. The FBI professed to vengeance of Stalin's secret agents. ^ 
have no Information regarding ~ 

the case. I Always Feared for Life 

The first Intimation that the, 

supposed suicide might be Krtvtt- Waldman .said* the embittered 
sky came frqm Waldman after in- . Russian, last survivor of the old 
vestlgators found document* military clique and possessor of 
among the man’s effects indicators secrets unknown even to Stalin, 


that Waldman was his attorney. 
Chief of ' Detectives Bernard 
Thompson telephoned Waldman 
and asked if be knew anyone 
using the names of Foref or Gina 
berg. 

"Certainly I do/* Waldman said. 
“Walter Foref Is the name that 
General Krivltsky adopted when 
he name to this country early in 
1031'. He had retained me to have 
his ! na me legally changed to 
Forif. That process is under way 
right now. 

*1 havn't the slightest doubt In 


was constantly In fear of his life. 
He added : 

“Several months ago, Krivltsky 
noticed he was being followed one 
afteroocw while he was In the 
vicinity of Times Square, in New 
York. He knew a reporter on the 
Times, bo he dashed Into the Times 
office and stayed there for several 
hours until the man who was 
shadowing him finally left tfie 
vicinity." 

Krivltsky was pronounced del 
by Dr, Paul Elsberg, of the Effler 
gency Hospital staff, when lyie 
reached the Belfevue Hotel In Re- 
sponse to } summons at 11 am. 

x ; ~ 
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FBtWon’r 

Probe Death 
Of Krivitsky 


Lacks Jurisdiction; 
Suicide Notes Forged, 1 
Waldman Asserts 


The Department of Justice 
shortly before noon tiday re- 
fused to Investigate death 
|of Qeneral Krivitsky Jon the 
Jkrounds that the case *4 s under 
Ohe jurisdiction of Washington 
police. 


. By CARROLL PEAKE 

' The Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation today was requested to in- 
vestigate the death of Gen. Wal 
ter G, Krivitsky, once Western 
European chief of the Soviet ' 
Union's spy system, who was 
found shot to death late yesterday 
in the Bellevue Hotel here. 


Louis Waldman, New York at- 
torney. who Insists Krivitsky was 
I murdered, went to the Depart-, 
'ment of Justice this momjbg to 
ask the G-men's assistance m un 
raveling the bizarre mysterj. 

Charges Bungling 


Waldman assailed the Metro- j 
Ipolltan Police Department forjt 
'‘terribly bungling’’ the case. Alter 11 


preliminary investigation yester- 


day, a certificate of suicide was 
Issued. This certificate was later f 
withdrawn by Coroner A. 1 Ma 
gruder Macdonald, pending fur- 
ither Investigation into the shook* 
;lng. ■ I 

| Other developments in the mys- j 
jtery were: I 


! 1. Virginia authorities were 1 

asked to locate git el Dober t. or 
'Dobertov. said to be a former Ger- 
man army’ officer living on a farm 
near Charlottesville, Dobert may 
have supplied the death gun, ail 
coming to notes found In Krivil 
skis hotel room. 

f Search was also under way 
fo: one “Han s/’ alleged to be an 



w 

\ 
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Ogpu killer who «u ttid to' 
be* on Krivltsky's trail, 

Bfvdered, Says Wife 

^ Heavily guarded by frien 
*ho believe she may be next on 
the Ogpu deats list. Mrs. Krivitsky 
in New York Insisted her husband 
would never have taken his own 
life but had been murdered. i 
4 . Police were2 conducting bal 
Ustlcs tests on the .38-caliber auto- 
matic pistol found beside Krivit- 
aky s body, and also took parafine 
tests of his hand to determine if 
there were any powder marks! 
^jhich would indicate suicide. | 
|i 5, District Attorney Edward M. 
dWan asked for a complete police | 
report on the case. ! 

Waldman charged that Wash- 
ington police had bungled the In- 
vestigation by failing to take pho- 
tographs of the room where the 
body was found and neglecting to 
search for fingerprints. 

* Another Trotsky Case* j 

•This is not a suicide * Wald-! 
man protested, “It is another 
Trotsky case,” I 

Leon Trotsky, former Soviet war 
commissar, was exiled when Josef 
Stalin came into power. He was 
assassinated in Mexico City last 
summer, - , _ _ 

After his visit to the Depart, 
ment of Justice, waldman went 
to tjhe Bellevue Hotel, miere 
Krivitsky had registered Sati|-day 
afternoon under the namt of 
Walti Prokef. I 

Thf room had been cleaned kfter 
re moval of the body, but Waldman 
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said he wlshw ' become famlliar*in New York In an effort V -■ -^11 
with the "prf V situation " him t f 

Waldman pOii.L^d out that from 4ll L 

recent conversations he had with AU the mystery of Old World In- 

sky, the former Soviet in-;tngue was thrown about the iase 
nee head had no intention by the delay in the announcement 
ding his Hfe. i of the death by the police, the ac- 

out six weeks ago he told ! tion of the coroner, and the 
e was planning to buy a 1 charges made by Waldman and 
farm near Charlottesville, sort of* the threats made on Krivitsky’s 
a hideout for himself and his life as revealed by Dr. J. B. Mat j 
family, to escape the Ogpu agents," j thews. Investigator for the Dies 
Waldman explained. j committee who identified the body 

'He was planning to go intojat the District Morgue. 1 

court and adopt* the name of! When Krivitsky failed to return 
Prokef, his wife’s nar^e. And he to New York last Friday to appear | 
told me he was hopeful of perhaps, before the Coudert-Rapp commit 
getting a part-time teaching job on! tee investigating subversive activi- 
the faculty of the University of ties in the New York schools, 1 
Virginia, j Waldman said he became worried 

"About a week ago I saw him for fear his client had met with 
last, and he told me he was on his 'foul play. 1 

way to Charlottesville to complete waldman declared that Krivitri 
the details f the purchase of the was i n no financial difficulties 
farm. He was also planning to buy and that his wife and son were 
an automobile. ! living in a New York apartment 

‘’Now a man who is so busy with bouse under an assumed name. 


end his life, in my opinion." 

Letters In Three Languages 


Meanwhile, P r, Christopher 


such plans is not apt to suddenly 

Murphy, deputy coroner, ordered 
paraffin tests made of the ,38-cali- 
ber automatic pistol, , which was 
Waldman made a careful study found on the bed beside Krivitsky’s 
of the letters found in Krivitsky’s ' body when it was discovered at 
room, and then said these docu*fg;30 am. by Thelma Jackson, 21, 
menu added to the mystery. Theja maid, at the Bellevue Hotel, 
letteijfi. written in pencil, were (These tests were expected to show 
headftd "Charlottesville, Va./’ but] the position of the weapon when 
werekmdated. One was addressed ‘ the death shot was fired, 
to W&ldman. one to Mrs. Krivitsky KiUr an exam ination of the 
and one to "Dear Suzanne." identi- . thrw notes, Ira Gullickson, hand- 
fled by Waldman as Suzanne La writinj expert of the Police De- 


Foiieite, a second Cousin of Sena- 
tor Robert M. La Follette. 

“The note to me was written in 
English/' Waldman said. "That 
to Mrs. Krivitsky was in Russian. 


partment, declared “there is no 
question about the same man who 
signed the hotel register writing 
all three suicide notes.” There ^tre 
indications also, Gullickson slid, 


But^that to Miss La Follette was > the three notes were written on p if 1 

Iferent days or at .least at fif- 
lot a ferent times. He s^d the hand* 
me ri- (writing showed the growing ten 
iat. If j sion of the writer. 

ras it ir - - ■ 

Eng* 


in German. 

"Now Miss LaFollette is 
German scholar, but is an 
can. and Krivitsky knew t 
he wrote that letter, why 
in German rather than 
Ush? 

Believes Letters Forged 


"We kn^w that the Ogpu, 
has experts on forgery, who are. 
able to counterfeit handwriting, 
and it is entirely possible these 
letters were forged and planted; 
in the room.” i 

Washington police handwriting 
experts said however that in their 
opinion the handwriting of the 
letters is the same as that found 1 
on the hotel register. 

Mrs Krivltsk' revealed that her I 
husband had expected to stop in 
Washington and confer with Rep- 
resentative Martin Dies (D.) of 
Texas, chairman of the committee 
investigating un-American activi- 
ties. 

General Krivitsky testified be- 
fore the committee last year, giv- 
ing sensational evidence of the 
working of the Soviet secret police 
and agents in this country. 

Krivitsky told members of the 
Dies committee his life was in 
constant peril, and warned them 
that if he was* ever found dead; 
It should not be a suicide, but that 
he Would have been murdered by 
Soviet agents. I f 

It] a book he wrote 1 yt vyj ir 
Krivitsky related how in 1939 
Soviet agents picked up his trail 
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Dead Here . 

Ex-Soviet Spy Assassinated > 


By OGPU, Attorney Claims; 
Suilcide Certificate Withheld 


[ Russian General Came 
To Capital Seeking 
laven, Says Lawyer 


^ 


By FRASER EDWARDS 

Hounded by the dreaded Soviet 
OGPU for exposing secrets of the 
Stalin regime, pe n. Walter O. 
Krivltaky, mtwhUe^cElef of the 
Russian military intelligence serv- 
ice for Western Europe, was found 
shot to death yesterday in the 
Bellevue Hotel, off Union Station 
Plaza, under circumstances which 
caused Coroner A. Magruder Mao 
Donald to withhold a certificate 
of suicide. 

Although the coroner had pre- 
pared a suicide certificate and 
Police Inspector Bernard W. 
Thompson, after a careful exami- 
nation of the fifth floor hotel 
roAn where KrMtsky died, (Lid 
M i|i looks like suicide." Louis wjald- 
m|n ( of New York, attorney 
the Russian general, charged 
client "definJtely was not a 
dde* 


ifor 

his 

sui* 


\o 
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Believed Victim of OGPU 


JValdman expressed the be^jef 
thej mysterious figure of Russian 
secret service wofk was the victin 
of Jthe OGPU (Soviet Secret Po- 
lice) because his activities In 
this country against the Stalin 
regime. 


Waldman asserted he would ask 
the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion to co-operate with the Metro- 
poll tan Police in solving the entire 
affair. He said there were circum- j 


owijCCo connected with the ■*‘ st= 


which made an exhaustive investi- 
gation imperative. t 

After examining the three notes 
found in Krivitsky’s room Wal^_- 
man was still unshaken In his 
"opinion that the Russian genera! j 
had been murdered. He declared ! 
the notes ’ could have been forged,** I 
but did declare that "everything ' 
was physically consistent with sul- 1 
cide/' He said: j 

"It is well known that the OGPU 
I has specimens of Krivltsky’s hand- 
j writing In every language, (the 
jOG!?U is reputedly expert in mrg- 
I lntr.‘ including the work of counter* 

i S ” u 

(felting currency/’ 


j Intrigue Veils Case 

I All the mystery of Old World in- 
trigue was thrown about the case 
by the delay in the annoimcemeni 
of the death by the police, the ac- 
tion of the coroner, and the 
charges made by Waldman and 
the threats made on Krivitskya 
life as revealed by Dr. J. B. Mat- 
thews, investigator for the Dies 
committee on un-American activi- 
ties. who identified the body at the 
District Morgue. j 

When Waldm an arrived last 
night from New York, he insisted 
that his client was the victim 
of the OGPU and revealed Cir- 
cumstances which led him to that 
.belief. He declared that Krivitsky 
!had no motive for suicide, but on 
the — Ht pary had every reason GT 
live. 


Bought Refuge in Virginia * 

r^aldman said the former Ru* 
siah general l*ft w*» »i/u— 

TuMay or Wednesday of hat 
week for Charlottesville. Va„ wmrp 
he was seeking a home for Ws 
wife and child Krivitsky feared at* 
tack by the OGPU agents, whom 
he told Waldman had been trail- 
log him recently in New York. 

When Krivitsky failed to return 
to New York last Friday to appear 

before the Coudert-Rapp commit* 

+ -..1 . 

*~ w *uuvcrs4VC acuvv 

Ues In the New York schools, foie 
attorney said he became worried 
for fear hi* client had met mi\b 
foul play. After viewing the bociy 
at thy Morgue. Waldman repeated 
jms insertion inn he wm "con 
vincel my client was murdered." 

' Waldman declared that Krfcdtr 
sky was in no financial diffi cut lies 
and that his wife. Toni*, and. 
son, Aiex 7, were living in a New 
York apartment house under an 


assumed name. The widow also 
was certain hei husband had been ! 
assassinated and said only a month 
ago Krivitsky learned that a So-i 
viet NKVD (former OGPU agent), 
named ?5 Kans/ ! had reached the; 
United States to ’‘eliminate" him.. 

Assassination Attempted 

| "Hans" was reputed to be the 
| Stalinist killer who tried to as-; 
jsAssinate Krivitsky irr Marseilles 
jin 1937. just after the general 
'had biDken with Btalin and was 
expellel from the Coxmuunist 
party and was forced to flee from 
Russia,' the widow aald. * 

First positive identification oi] the 

_J_ i ■%. m - i,u. 

UVUJ WM U1KUC U} ui< JV-UUll^Wb, 

who said : Ij 

"There can be no question about 
this being the body of the man 
known as Gen. Walter G Krivit-| 
sky. X am absolutely certain of 
that. The last time I talked with; 
General Krivitsky. which was' 
about three months ago, he eaid.j 
They are going to get me sure. 
Don’t you ever believe that I will! 
be a suicide. They have shot every 
body else and they are going to, 
gpt me sure/ rt j 

While officials of the Federal! 
Bureau of Investigation said ! 
agents had not yet been assigned! 
to the case, they were "very much 
Interested in the case." I 


Meanwhile. Dr. Christopher 
Murphy, deputy coroner, ordered 
paraffin tests made of the .38-cali 
ber automatic pistol, which was 
found on the bed beside Krivitsky > 
body when It was discovered at 
0:30 am. by Thelma Jackson, 
a_ mn;ri ■* -the Bellevue Ho^el 
i nese tests were expected to sh<fw 
the position of the weapon wf 
the death shot was fired. 


£.1 

sp! 


Three Nptes Discovered 

DeA>lte the charges of WaldAan 
and |he strange circumstances 
aurroigoflmg the death of the Rus- 
sian y^neral. police were iijcijped 
to the theory of suicide. > Th^ee 
notes were found in the dead man's 
room — one in English, one \o Rus 
sian and another in German. They 
were all addressed to different per 


One note related that Krivitsky 
had obtained the pistol in Vir- 
ginia and police Immediately aet 
out to trace the weapon. 


A mysterious figure named "Du- 
bertov" was brought into the case 
In the letter addressed to KriviU 
sky s wife and child, It was on 
■Dubertovs" farm, presumably 
near Charlottesville. Va., thaqthe 
pistol was obtained. Waldman 
said he never had heard of su]h a 
kelson, and later a check by §*le- 


nrijne with Mrs. Krivitsky re- 
[veiJed the man’s name was un- 
known to her. 

Washington police asked Char- 
lottesville authorities to check up 
on Dubertov and bring him to 
Washington for questioning pro- 
vided they found such a person. 
Both city police and the sheriff's 
office declare Dubertov 's identity 
was a mystery to them last night. 

U. 6 District Attorney Edward 
M. Curran was called into the case 
and held several long conferences 
with police officials at headquar- 
ters. He declined to state whether 
his office would take a hand in 
the case until the police investiga- 
tion had been completed today. 


Tendon Seen in Writing 

After an examination of the 
three notes, Ira ©ulhckson, hand- 
writing expert of the Police De- 
partment, declared “there is no 
question about the same man who 
signed tfce hotel qg gister , writing ; 
all three luiclde notes " There were ' 
indicatidhs also, Gullickion siud.l 
the three notes were written ontlif-| 
ferent gays or at least at nif- 1 
ferent times, He said the hand- i 




r 

t 



/* ^ V 

T Twrring showed the growing ten- 1 
Hoi, of the writer, ' 

Bjarly today. Coroner MacDon 
eld said that while he Was con- 
vinced of suicide, he irpuld not 
close the case until thjj charges j 
of murder made oy Waiaman had* 
been either proven or diaproven. 


Wakiman continued it was “a 
planned murder, which was made 
to appear a suicide/ 1 ^ 

While Dr. Matthews did not 
take the same adamant stand as 


Waldman. he said Krivitsky haa 
told him in their last conversation 
about three months ago that ] 
"they." meaning the OGPU. J, arel 
going to get me sure*’ and warned ’ 

Kim hni #«. *<T ill W_ _ 

****** a«vv w ucucvc ± win i/c a « 

^licide” if the Russian general 

lifts found dead. \ 

ii While none of the notes left by' 
Hlrivitsky made a definite state- 
Talent of suicidal intent, one Of the^ 
notes, addressed to Wakiman J 

asked him to make provision for 

his family, it was not until after 

the police had communicated with’ 


Waldman that they learned the 
true identity of the dead man who 
was first identified as Walter Po- 
rcf and then as Samuel Ginsberg 
Krivitsky’s real name. 


Body Identified j 

Waldman was met at Union Sta \ 
tion by Dr. Matthews and Inspec , 
tor^ Thompson. chief of detectives/ 
and driven directly to the District! 
Morgue, where he identified the ( 
body and repeated his w))er. 
Charge that his client had been! 
murdered. ✓ J 

Although the condition of t^r 
bfrdy did not hamper identifies 
tatm, it somewhat hampered the 
police investigation. The top of 
tile head had been almost blown 
away by a dum-dum bullet'and a 
thick coating of blood nAde it 
difficult to determine whether 
there were powder burns the 
face, which would indicate the 
weapon had been close when the * 
fatal shot was fired. j 

Another circumstance which 
hampered the police investigation 
( was the fact the maid had cleaned 
! the room immediately after Kri 
vitisky had been pronounced dead : 
by Dr. Paul Elsberg of Emergency 
Hospital, who was summoned by 
'the hotel management, after the 
| maid had discovered the body, 
and the body removed to the 

I morgue to swatt. identification 

I Police admitted last night that 
I they had failed to photograph 
| the room at the time the body was 
I found or to have examined fur- 
*nlture In the room for finger 
j prints. 

Asked Revolver for Safety jj 


Waldman told police that Krivit- 
sky feared he would be slain byi 
Soviet secret agents In the aame^ 
way they had engineered the as- J 
lassination of Leon Trotsky in 1 
Mexico He said during their last 


Krivitsky had 
get i permiP^d’carry 
revolver for ^elf-protection* 


conversation, 

hoWTie'could 


The attorney said he understood 
that Krivitsky wished to hitft 4n 
Virginia to be near Washington, 
wherf he could confer withfthe, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
and ihe State Department. It had , 

I r 

inrtJ' iciA/i icu uimi, «ru 

employed in counter -espionage^, by , 
the FBI, but this was denied byi 
Director J. Edgar Hoover* % 

, Another fact which Waldman! 
held was evidence against the sui- ! 
clde theory was that Krivitsky had 
made forma! application only five 
weeks ago to become a naturalised 1 
American citizen. He said Krivit- 
sky was going to adopt the name 
of Poref, his wile’s maiden name.! 
to avoid the attention of secret 
Russian agents in this country. 

Dies on Way Here 

Representative Martin Dies, of 
Texas, chairman of the House! 
committee on Un-American activi- 1 
ties, was en route from Chicago to | 
Washington last night. Ha la ask-, 
tug the House to make a further; 
appropriation and extend the life; 
bf the committee and the death 
of the Russian general is expected 
to have an effect on the action 
of the House. I 

The body was clothed except for! 
coat and shoes. A *3$<aMber auto- 
matic pistol lay beside the body. 
The maid summoned the manager, 

who Immediately notified flollee 

Joseph Donnelly, desk clerk told 

tho fK* m at, Kbj4 

- ,v “'i* ****** ***** 

under the name of Walter Bpret 
at 5:49 pm. Sunday, and haa not 
been seen nor heard after that by 
hotel attaches. Donnelly said the 
man carried a small overnight bag ~ 
of brown canvas, with a zipper top. 
He skid the in iii appeared nervous 1 
as he signed the register for a, 
$2.50-&-day room. 

Found, in the man’s effects was 
a passport made out to BaJmuel 
Ginsberg, which Indicated be had 
enterdd the United States from 

C’anaqii ^ 

Attaches of the hotel said rooms 
on bot'.ji sides of the one occupied 
by Krivitsky on the lilth floor 
were occupied, as well as those di- 
rectly across the hall. They were 
mystified that no shot was beard* 
Only one shell of the JS-callber 
pistol had been discharged. 

Ordered to Canada 

■ Matthews said Krivltiky wu or- 

dered by the State Department to 
go to Canada a little more than a ; 
year ago He was then awaiting \ 
deportation at Ellis Island and his I 
departure and destination were! 
kept secret at the time, due to 
Krivitsky fear* of OGPU agents. 

^ Although Matthew* said he un- 
derstood the State Department 
was to permit Krivitsky to reenter 
this country from Canada with the 
regular quota of Immigrants, he 
had not seen Krivitsky for a yiftr. 
He understood the Russian fell 
was in Canada and had no fn- 
for mation n s was in this couittky. 

XfffiUky, Matthews said, lifed 
l for a while In Hew York city 44 



• Riverside Drive address. That 
jwaa shortly before he testified |>r 
I fore the Dies Committee, 1 

xiatthews said he had dif flamy 
in persuading Krivitsky to testify 

before the Dies Committee, be- 
fore which he appeared October 
11, 1939. He said he had heard 
Krivitsky was hiding in this coun 
try and after several months lo- 
cated him in New York State 
about 100 miles from New York 
City, Matthews said he was 
driven secretly to the place, where 
Krivitsky was living with his wife 
and one of his children. 

When the investigator urged 
Krivitsky to testify, the Russian 
said: 

“As sure as I do. thfyll kill me. ' 

Krivitsky came to the United 
States about three years ago after 
he had teen expelled from Ifce 
Communis party and lost his v So- 
viet cltizeaship following a brjmk 
with Stalin, whom he had serifed 
as chief ol the secret military •po- 
lice in Western Europe. 

In addition to testifying that 
Russian secret agents were active 
in the/ United States. Krivitsky 
wrote a series of articles for the 
Saturday Evening Post exposing 
Connr.usist world intrigues. 

Always Feared for Life [ 

Waldman said the embittered * 
Russian, last survivor of the old 
military clique and possessor of 
secrets unknown even tc Stalin, I 
was constantly in fear of his life.j 
He added: \ 

“Several months ago, Krivitsky 
noticed he was being followed one 
afternoon while he was In the 
vicinity of Times Square, to l4w 
York. A He knew a reporter on 
Times/so he dashed into the Tiries 
office knd stayed there for sev4aJ 
hours 1 until the man who was 
shadowing him finally left the 
l vicinity » / , 
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General Krivitsky With /Up. Martin Diy 

T(is photo was tafccn in October 1939 when the forrier 
Sdviet spent (left), found shot to death yesterday, testified 
bcJfn're House Committee on Hn- American Activities «m- 
Communist influences in the Lnited States. t 
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literary Aide^~ 
Doubts Suicide 
Of Red Foe 

Declares General 
Repeatedly Told Him 
He Would Be Slain 

•• WpW YORK. Feb. 10 (U.P.). 
Borj^Shub, who served a^ inter 
In t U fT Tor Ten. Walter OKrivtt 
sky before the Dies Committee and 
collaborated with him on maga 
' line articles, said tonight he was 
/convinced that Krlvltsky had been 
murdered in Washington by Boviet 
secret service agents. 

"Krivitsky told me a dozen i 
'times In the last year that he 
‘^ould be murdered/’ fihub said. 

Three Reasons for Dosbt | 

The 28year-old writer gave 
three reasons for his belief that 
.Krivitsky's death had been faked 
a&\a suicide 


Uh 


I First.* he said, "Krivitsky was* 
much of an egoist to kill him ; 
-aelf. He attached great ixnijorLance 
to «ithe v&luf! of work he dpuld do' 
in this war and in the! future/ 
When I saw him six week J ago he 
was bursting with plans tor his 
, Juture, s 

"In the second place he had no 1 
financial reason to commit suicide. 
t l know definitely that he had 
t more than enough money to keep 
him going for a year or two. j 

] ( 4 *Thtrd, he was almost fanati- 
cally devoted to his lamily, par 
/Ocularly, his 7-yearold son. with 
whom he used to play by the 
hour." , 

Noticed Reds in Lobby j 

fihub said that when he was in * 

Washington with Rrivitsky for 
the Russians appearance before 
the Dies Committee two Russians 
were constantly in the lobby of 
the hotel where they stayed. 

T believe the secret police de- 
elded that Knvitsky was then too 

much In the public eye to kill him 
at that time/ 1 Shub said. 

6b ub said he collaborated with • 
Krtvitsky on two magazine ani 1 
cles — one on the Communist In 
temational and the other on the 
Red Army, He was Introduced 
to Krivitsky by mutual iyiends In 1 
July 1939, he said. | 

Offered Post by British j 

Tf Krivitsky had decided to 
die," 6hub continued, "he could 
have done it much better and 
more easily by going into service 
with the British Intelligence. I 
know for a fact that he had re ! 
celled an offer from the British 
« bud turned it down. He was toe 
t .aoA of man who would have pie j 
‘rfened a useful death**' * I 
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KrivMy's Attorney" 
Says F.B.I. Should 
Investigate Death j 

| Justice Unit'* Refusal 1 
To Enter Case Termed i 
'Extremely Regrettable' 

(Earlier atory •» P*f* A-l.> | 

LouisW^ldman, attorney lor the j 
agent, Walter : 
G.Qtrivltsky, said in a statement 
issued this afternoon that it “is the _ 
clelr duty of the F. B. I. to track 
do<ht those malevolent forces which ; 
weile responsible for his death/ 1 « 
tie said the Justice Department ^ 
investigators had refused to enter 
the case and termed this decision ^ 
“extremely regrettable, to say> thfj 
least." ;■ 

Stating that Krivitsky. who wat 
found shot to death in his hoMll 
room yesterday, had been furnlslV 
ing information on espionage to 
Federal departments, Mr, Wald man 
said: 

“If Krivitsky could be done away 
with either by murder, or by being 
driven to take his life, how can tbf 
Ftderal authorities expect co-operih 
tlpn In the fight against the fifth 
column from people with teas*? , 
strength of character than KrlviJK 
i sky ? 11 
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I Says B e Identified _ 

Air waidman, a noted liberal 
, lawyer, said he had given the F. B 

I T the full name of- the mysterious 
whom Krivitsky had named 
•s a Russian assassin. The arrival 
of "Hans" in the United States a 
short time ago put the former Rus- 
sian officer in mortal fear of his 
life. | 

! *T furnish the njgne and address 
of at least one man in New York 
who stated In wriUig that he had 
en Hans within the last four week 
n't that a matter for the F. B. 
i .investigate? 

rTallure on its part to act in t| I 
^^se will leave the plain inf ere 
I that any one exposing foreign espi- 
onage In our country . . . acts at his 
! own peril," 

Police, meanwhile, were seeking 
to trace the gun with which Krivit- 
«ky was shot. It was aald they had 
learned the name of the owner of the 
gyr and were preparing to questfpn 

Uobertov" Believed Found, u 
Prom Cnarlottesvf lie . Va ■ wh^re 
Krivitsky had been visiting— came 
word that newspapermen had ap- 
parently located the "Dobertov” 
named in the death notes found in 
the Russian's room. 

It w*s reported that a man named 
tov had a farm 15 miles 
north of Charlottesville. Acquaints 
. antes in the neighborhood said Do- 
r bqrtov was a German and a former 
N^tzi, who had been expelled r 
his homeland for criticizing 
regime. 

t The notes found in the Krir|*ky 
room aaid the Russian had visited 
, the farm of “Dobertov” because he 
kitfw he could obtain firearms there, 

, vhaxlottesvllle police said t|ey 
kn rw of no efforts by Washington 
po ice to locat e Doberto v or to tttce 
th|) death gun to that area. T| 
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*s — ki„JTTri_IJ D 

coroner mau/unaiu iveveuisr’ 

Texts of Krivitsky Notes . 1 

"Forgive, It Is very hard to 
write. Take care of him 


Notes which were found Ip the 
Jy; *ttol£>l r'-rPT? Waif ^ri- 

vlt-gkv w as shot to death 1 were 
read 'to newsmen at the Morgue 
-last night by Coroner A. Ma- 
ftruder MacDonald. 
f The letters, he explained, were 
/written on stationery bearing the 
■ letterhead ’^Charlottesville, Vj. 1* 
J and nothing more. The first, 
written in English, was addressed 
to Mr. Waldman. It said: 

"Dear Mr, Waldman: 

"My wife and my boy will need 
your help. Please do for them 
Whitt you ran * 

"Yours, Waller Krivitsky. 

i ‘T went to Virginia because I 
now that then, I can get a gun, 
r my friends gat In trouble please 
elp them. They are good people 
nd they didn't know why I got 
the gun;* 

Letter to Wife and Son. 

The second letter was in Rus- 
sian and addressed to his wile 
and their 7-year-old son, whose 
address in New York has been 
kept secret. It said: 

^Dear Roitia and Aieki 
"It is very difficult, but I want 
<,jto live very badly, but It is bn- 
possible. 1 love you, my only one. 
,It Is difficult for me to write, 
.put think about me and then you 
jJwiH understand that I must go. 
* Don’t teii Aiek yet where "his fa- 
ther Is gone, I believe that in 
time yp^ will tell him, bee a 
. It will t>« best for him. 


a good mother to him and ,ba 
always quiet and never get aafry 
at him, He Is very good and al- 
ways very pale. Good peopla 
will help you. but not memlea. 
My sins are veTy big. 

“t u* you Toni a A)*k I 

embrace you. 

"Yours. 

-Vela" 

-On the Pam of Dobertov— I 
wrote this* yesterday, but I did 
not have l|ny strength in Nop 
York, I d?^ not have er* v 
ness In Washington. I wrat”li> 
se* Doberto* because that la the 
only place I could get firearmf* 
Name Unexplained. 

No one was available last night 
to explain who Dobertov la. 
Neither the man's wife nor hi, 
Waldman had ever heard of such 
a person. 

The third letter wv written in 
German. It was add reaped to 
"Suzanne," who. Mr Waldma# 
-explained, la Suzanne l>a FpUetty 
a cousin of int Wisconsin poiiijt 
leal family and a liberal wrltgu 
It said: ^ 

"Dear Suzanne: 

"I trust that you are wen and 
I am dying with the hope that 
you will help Toni* and my poor 


Doy you were a good rnerm. 
"Yours, Walter, 

, also think about yar mother 
and Dorothy;' 
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Krmfsky Case* 
Studied Closely; 

i * fe 

Believed Suicid 
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If 

1 Dies Calls Shooting 
Of Ex-Soviet Agent 
Year's Biggest Story 

While District authorities ap- 
peared ready today to list the case 
as suicide the shooting of 
Walter Q^Kriyitsky in a hotel room 
here early yesterday was described 
as “the biggest story of the year" fly 
Chairman Dies as he prepared 'o 
ask the House for new funds to col ,* 
tlnue the work of his committee n - 
instigating un-American activities 

Representative Dips indicated he 
wrmld produce "evidence” later re- 
lit mg to the former chief of Soviet 
military intelligence for Western 
Europe. 

Meanwhile, Coroner A, Magruder 
MacDonald has drawn up a suicide 
certificate which he is withholding 1 
until homicide squad detectives can 
ai/t every clue at the Insistence of 
Louis .yVValdinan, Gen. Krlviukyi 
New York attorney. 

Mr. Waldman has tried unsuccess- 
fully to enlist the aid of thf Federal 
Bureau of Investigation on? the be- 
lief that Gen. Krivltsky might have 
Wen assassinated by Ogpu agents 
-Jor exposing alleged Soviet esplonaje 
wi this country. The former agent, 
his friend s said jjy ed in great fear 
of 'liquidation'’ by the Soviets. 



; Was Die* Witness Is 1W». 

Gfen Aj'iVruky was a wTllllW 
fore the Die* committee in October 
of 1939. Mr. Dies told reporters he 
probably would have a statement 
to make as to "what happened to 
KriviUky and what may happen to 
1 1 lot of ethers " * 

\ The committee chairman was In 
closed conference today /with his 
aides, including Dl-J. B. Matthew _ 
an investigator, who he lp«J identify 
the body as that of Oen ^Krivltsky. 

; Mr. Dies is preparing data for sub- 
mission to the House In support of 
/a resolution calling for 9150.000 and 
authority to continue the investiga- 
tion for another 15 months. j 

inspector Bernard W. Thom pr on 
of 1 the homicide squad said i 11s 
m<kntng he ia seeking to trace Jhe 
dettth gun to "The firm of Dobef- 
tov,” bebeved near Charlottesville, 
Va^ to which Gen. Krivltsky re- 
ferred in one of three notes found 
in his room implying suicide. 

Gen. Krlvitsky who wrote ar- 
ticles for a national magazine ex- 
posing Soviet espionage in this coun- 
try and claiming to be a former 
' chief of Soviet military intelligence 
for Western Europe, if as found shot 
to death at i:»0 am. yesterday in 
his fifth-floor room at the Bellevue 
Hotel, 15 E street N.W. 

j. Three Nates in Kmib. 

Inspector Thompson said t^ree 
noSes found in the room on “CUar- 
lottsviUe, Va., stationery were] in 
thy same handwriting as the rifls- 
tratlon card Gen. Kxivttaky filled out 
at the hotel late Sunday afternoon. 
He said this circumstance was 
checked last night by r Ira OulDJuk- 
eon; the department’s handwriting 
erpfrt. 

The fun was found bejdde 


(Continued on Page A-4, Col 
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Geitr-Krivilsky Case. 

rL«.L.J n I.. 

Mieiaeu uurciy; 

Believed Suicide 


Pies Ca!!$ Shaofjnn . 

Of Ex-Soviet Agent 
fl Year's Biggest Story . 

i i H 

t ) ^Continued From First Page) 

i jihe body on the bed. Fin- 
gerprints had been washed away 
by blood, It was said. The bullet 
had passed through Gen. Krivittky’s 
head. It penetrated the hollow tile 
of the wall and has not been re* 
covered 

The deiih glin was m ,35-caiibyr, 
•super -automatic/' one of the truest 
powerful known. It was loaded wHh 
cartridges containing hollow -n< fee 
bullets of high velocity. This ex- 
plains ‘the fact, experts said, khat 
the bullet passed through Gen. 
Krivitsky's head iHu Into Uie tile 
wall. t 

f 

One Cartridge Fired. 

, The bullet fell into an opening in* 
tide the wall and could not be re* 
covered. Identification expert* said, 
however, it probably had been too 
badly battered for comparative pur* 
port*. The ejected shell wm re- 
covered. ? 

'I'he clip Inside the butt of thfe 
mu omatic was full except for oce 
cartridge, detectives said. j 

Di strut Attorney Edward m Cui* 
ran, who aided with the inquiry last 
night, said he was ‘'awaiting a more 

* complete report" from police before 
deciding what course of action his 
office might take. He said he ex- 

* pected the full report later today. 

\/w nr„ ' ^ 

Mi. TTO^Ulliail VYCilk UiC rCUUBl 

Bureau Of Investigation today to 
confer with Inspector A1 Rosen on 
details of the case. 1 

It was said, however, the F B. 1, 1 
will have no Jurisdiction in the ca 4 e 
<Ven if police decide it was murder, 

I nAUacman frw fKa i*l A ^lait 

flk }/VA LOtl J V- 4 k J-W* VliL jy Ui V O U Ofel U Wf|( 

Ilrlvltsky was not associated with 
taeir agents in any " investigate*, 
and that They knew nothing of hie , 
activities in tlw W e u » M d ates. 


The New York attorney then went 
t o . th a In aa w l, and wa i_ permitt ed to 
examine the room in which 1 Gen. 
Xrlvit&ky met his death. He was 
accompanied by Lt. George Darnell 
of the homicide squad ana other 
detectives. Mr. Weldman said he 
would issue a formal statement latdfr. 
He implied dissatisfaction with the 
T. B. I. for declining to enter the 
Inquiry, 

The attorney said he waa eepe- 
wally puzzled by Gen. Kriviiaky's 
allusion in his notes to “the farm 
of Gobertov." He said he had never 
heaW of such a man, although he 
knew the deceased well, and the 
mai| also was unknown to G«|. 
Kriittteky'i family. Jj 

wildmajf 




^should the general go all the wgv 
to Virginia to get a gun— when be 
could have found one much neaiyr 
— and t:*en return to Washington 
to shoot himself? ; 

“Too, he might have been forced ■ 

Aa w i I ta a l. _ . T. . ' 


tiiUOV 


are common in Soviet liquidations 
I know that Gen. KrivlUky had 
good reason to fear assassins from 
abroad/' 

Inspector Thompson said, har- 
avetj that Gen. Krivltsky'a door a ad 

Wiring* 1 «vVm4 fl^jKnn + W jL 

..d<;'thVe'w ft r n ‘ 0 ’«^nerofr; 

struggle, and every reason to beIXrve 
the notes were genuine. 

An autopsy was performed late 
yesterday and the coroner t office 
is awaiting the result of a chemical 
anajVKic Of Hi* CAntMtt J%f 4k* 


I 


man’s stomach. 

•DobertoT* Is P nnU, 

Inquiries at Charlottesville of the 
chiefof police failed to locate aAy 
one ffho had heard of a man named 
'‘Dobtrtov* living in that vicinity. 

It was the insistence of Mr, Wald* 
man, V Dr. Matthews, director of re- 
search for the Dies Commit' ee, 
and others who knew KrMtsky t iat 
brought a reopening of the invettK 
gatlon. ; l 

Th^y pointed out Jhat Krlviliky 
had said Jess than three weeks ago 
that a Russian assassin, whom he 
identified only asv’Hans/' had ar- 
rived In this country to kill him; 
that the slain man had been in 
mortal fear of his life— seeking a 
perm.1 to cany a pistol and making 
iiTBfpfcment* to change his name 
and fee New York. 

[tad Planned for Fainra, » 

They insisted that he had been in 
the best of spirits, that he had uade 
detailed plans for hi* future in the 
United States, that he had no raison 


t 
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to V yommit. "s uicide. An 3^ Ifiej rt ‘ 
peatea Rgalr^ and again his warning 
that he might be slain in such a 
manner as to indicate he had killed 
himself. 

Police were convinced that fhe 
death was a suicide. Their atroik- 
est point was the notes which wiire 
found In the dead man’s room. j\ f 
Mr, Waldman, contended thatwlt 
would be no trick for the OGPlCto 
which he attributed diabolical clev- 
erness, to have forged the notes. 

He contended that there was -a 
strange tone In the letters and said 
they did not sound like they had 
lien written by his close friend. * 

Mrs. Tw&tKrivUsky. wife of the 
Itenersi; acoflld at the suicide ver- 
sion. In New York City she »id 
that he had been happy in his home 
life, was well fixed financially m a. 
result of his writings and was in ; 
good health. 1 

He had come to Washington, Mr*. 
Krivltsky said, to see Representa- 
tive Dies and to look for a home In 
/Virginia. 

'[ Previous Attempt Claimed. 

' She confirmed Mr. Waldman’s 
statement about the mysterious as- 
sassin who was feared by the former 
Russian agent. Mrs Krivltsky sa^d 
the same man had attempted to nil 
Mr. Krivitskv in Marseilles in 1837. 

As Sa mueL P insberg the slam D*an 
y e s terda y" "h ad been on the vergo of 
parsing unnoticed into oblivion. A 
i certificate of suicide had been writ- 
teu lor him. The gun which had 
killed him was en route to the police 
property clerk. 

, But the revelation that Samuel 
Ginsberg was Gen. Walter KrtvlUky 
put a new face on the matter. It 
was Krivitsky who, in a aeries of 
stories which appeared in the Satur- 
day Evening Post a short time be- 
fore the outbreak of the European 
wit, had predicted that Stalin 
Witild sign a treaty with HtUen 
^ater, he came before the Dies 
Committee to make other startling 

revelations. He described his posi- 
tion under the Russian regime of 
Stalin as chief of the Western Euro- 
pean division of the Ogpu, dread se- 
cret police. 

Ports of entry were canvassed to- 
day to determine exactly where Gen. 
Krivltsky entered this country, Im- 
migration and naturalisation service 
records of incoming aliens being 
maintained In the offices at point of 
arrival There was a report that 
Krivltsky had come into the United 
Slatec on a visa which had been 
renewed two or three times. He was 
quoted as saying recently, however, 
that no more extensions would be 
nece&ary. _ 

Reconstruct Detail*. 

Police, calling in translators to 
interpret notes which were found In 
the dead man's room and going back 
over the whole of their Investigation 
5f the ■‘routine" suicide of Saimvt 
Ginsberg, pieced together the while j 
■Lory as follows: \ 

[In the early part of last wetk I 
Rrivitsky called at Mr, WaldmaiTfi [ 
office in New York. He asked Mr. 


pii 

E 


Waidm jibelp him l 

from tf . I. because"!? ItC/ed* 
for his life. He aald he was thinking 
of going to Virginia to look over a 
farm property he wanted to buy as 
a hiding place for his family. 

In Washington be appeared at 
&:49 pm. Sunday at the Be lie rue 
:otel a small, Quiet hostlry In the 
at block of X street NW* and 
fibred as Vfalty /? fry e t This 
^a* the name he had taken legal 
«P* to adopt— hoping that It would 
deceive the assssslns he believed 
were seeking him. 

Ho phone calls went from the room 
nor to it and no visitors were known 
to have called. Krtvitaky ordered a 
bottle of sparkling water from /the 
room service— although nothing J#a* 
found in his room with whicivhe 
might have mixed It. « 

^jHe was Shot aotne time during 
night. A maid, unable to get 
answer when she knocked at 
room in the morning, used her 
pta key to enter about 9:*0 am. 

She found the body cm the bed. 
It was on top of the coders Kriv- 
ttsky was wearing a sweater and 
had taken off his shoes. 

Pistol on Bod. 

There was a gaping wound in the 
rljht aide of his head. The right 
a in lay across the body, She right 
h ind resting on the left arm, f he 

a stol— covered with blood— waif on 
ht bed, to the left of the bofo. 

A doctor was summoned and pro- 
nounced the man dead. Bailee | 
searching through the effects in the 
room, found three notes. One was 
in English, addressed io Mr. Wald- 
m&n in New York. , The second 
was in German And the third in 
Russian. 

There was a passport, issued by 

a t Canadian government, which 
ra the name Oinsberg, There 
a as nothing to indicate anything 
but suicide. The room was In order; 
the door locked; the window— five 
floors above the street and ne/r 

no fire escape— wu open a tittle. 

Detective Sergt. Dewey Guest ,&f 
the Homicide Squad, who handled 
the investigation, concluded that it 
was a routine case. He closed his 
investigation and a certificate of 
suicide was prepare^ 

Late in the afternoon, there came 
a call from Mr. Waldman, He told 
Inspector Bernard W. Thompson 
that Ginsberg was in reality Gen. 
fljivttsky. He said that there was 

S d doubt that the man had been 
ordered and stated that he would 
come to Washington immediately 
mid in the investigation. 

Matthew* Identifies Bady 
Seeking identification of the bodr, 
newspapermen located Dr. Matthega 
and took him to the Morgue. It was 
the Dies Committee chief Investi- 
gator who had discovered Krivltsky 
originally and persuaded him to tell 
his story, 

Dr! Matthews viewed the body and 1 
nidi' / 

“That's Krivltsky. And Tm gurf 
he’ ^ been murdered * / 

Talking to reporters, he told how 
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he had foSnd the Russian ta IUJ* tti 
ft hide- a way in upper New York. 
The place was so carefully hidden 
that it took hours reach it. Dr, 
Matthews said. 

He came to know lirivltsky well F 
and to believe implicitly in the man's ! 
Story of his experiences fts ft Russiftn 
secret police chief. I 

df He appeared before the commit 
tee on October 11. 1039/’ D*. 

Matthews said. "I rode from Wash- 
ington to New York with him afujf 
the hearings. : 

"He said then There are two of! 
us they're after. Trotsky is one and 
I’m the other. Don’t ever believe 1 
I committed suicide/ I went to 
Mexico City a few weeks later to 
talk to Trotsky, 

/’Trotsky told me There are two 
of us they want to get. I’m one an<| 
Krivitsky* the other/ Well, thejl 
g<i Trotsky. And now it looks likH 
tyey got Kriviuky/’ [J 

Returns to Hiding. 

Dr. Matthews told police that 
Krivitsky had gone into hiding of ter 
testifying before the eonlmJttee. The 
Dies Investigator tried to talk Kri- 
vitsky out of his fear of assassina- 
tion. i 

The Russian went to Cana/L 
about a year ago when immigration 
authorities told him his time as a 
visitor In this country had expired. 
He re-entered the United States 
some months ago, Dr. Matthews 
said, under a new passport and had 
made plans to become a citizen. 

Police commanders went into con- 
ference a short time later. District 
, Attorney Curran Joined the confer- 
ence and the foreign language kt- 

5 rs were sent to the ^tate Depart - 
ent for translation. J , 

It wu after 11 pm. when Mr. 

| V T aldman reached Washington He 
vfcnt to the Morgue and viewed the 
body. Reporters — representing lo- 
cal as well as out-of-town papers 
and press associations — congregated 
at the Morgue. 

After some time. Dr. MacDonald 
emerged and called the reporters 
into the Morgue hearing room, lie 
read them the notes found in the 
Krivitsky room. [ 

W *1 dm an Makes Statement, tl 
When the coroner had concluded 
his reading of the letters and an- 
awered some of the questions which 
came fiom the score of reporters, 
Mr. Waldman stepped forward and 
asked permission to make a state- 
ment. ’ 

”1 have looked at the body and 
lYe been shown the notes," he said. 
"Physical appearance Indicates aui* 
cljie and the notes are very per* 
avasive. 

I’ As his attorney and IpT the pubf 
11c interest, I am asking, however, 


thJTt the Authorities not clgjg t,hln 
investigation, for the following rST* 
•on*; 

Tt it well known that the Ogpu 
has specimens of handwritings of 
Krivitsky— who was once in their 
employ— in every language. They 
are experts at forgery, as Krivitsky 
pointed out in his writing. 

,1 saw him in my office last week. 
He told me he was going to buy a 
ssnall farm near a university town 
in* Virginia. He complained that 
he was being shadowed and asked 
me to help him get a permit to 
, carry a gun. 

I “He asked me to help him 
' protection from the P. B, I. 
wanted to change his name an 
'took steps to accomplish 
jeem proceedings. 

Planned New Life. 

Jf TThere was nothing to indicate 
(that this was a man about to com- 
mit suicide. All his plans were laid 

on the basis of starting a new life 
In the United States. 

T strongly urge that both the 
local police and the P. B. I. be used 
to make sure this Isn’t another 
Trotaky case." 

Dr. MacDonald replied that the 
case would remain open. The co - 
oner said that be was certain th it 
It was a suicide and had so cep 1- 
hfd. But if any new evidence wis 
developed he would consider r a 
^hange In bis verdict, 

/ During testimony before the Dies 
(Committee m October, 1039, Kri- 
vitsky testified he was bora Samuel 
Oinsberg in the Russian Ukraine 
in 1899. He said his “official, lefal 
Soviet government name" had betn 
1 Krivitsky since 1919. * , || 

KriviUky testified that he efitefid 
r tbe military Intelligence * in 1K0, 
and from 1921 to 1923 worked in th* 
third bureau of the Red army gen- 
j eral staff. He returned to general 
j intelligence work in 1934 after 
hoding several other positions, add 
said he was chief of Soviet m tli tar)} 
Intelligence for Western Europe li 
19*38-7 . He said hp broke wit?£ 

Stalin over the 1937 purge, A ihoiC 
; wiry individual with a lined, grim 
face, he gave the committee much 
lngide information of what he said 
was the working of the international 
Communist system, 

I Testimony Recalled. 

Testifying In Russian through arv 
interpreter, he declared that 35,000 
members of the Russian Red army 
corps were "destroyed” by Btalln 
1937 ; that 300.000 or 400.000 otheV 
persons were exiled or imprisoned 
and "millions’' interned In concen* 
j tratlon camps. 

| He also Testified that: 

| Communist party leaders in Oer- 
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Btalin is the absolute head of 
the Communist party in the United 
States. J 

%talin could not have accomplished, 
**Uie great purge" of 1936-37 without! 
“floral support” from other coun* 
tries because so many elements went 1 
gainst him In his own country. 

The Ogpu spies not only on for- 
eign governments and on Soviet 
i diplomats- -"from Ambassadors to 
■ the lowest Embassy officials”— but 
on citizens of other lands who ex- 
press displeasure with Moscow. 

The Ogpu kidnaps and murders 
persons, some of them non -Russia ns, 
on foreign soil— In drives against 
persons "considered’' antl-Stalinitej). 

[ Writer Says He Was Hounded. ^ 


*Mean while, in New York, Mills 
SpizanncJLa Folle tie*, writer for lib- 
eral magazines an da distant rela- 
te of the La Follettes of Wiscon- 
sin, said of Gen. Krivitsky’s death: 
"If it Is a suicide, then It is a 
murder — he was hounded and 
hounded/' , 

One of three notes found in the- 
former agent’s room had been writ- 1 
ten to her. She explained she had< 
been a friend of the Krivitsky { 
family sipce January of 1939. ^ 

yit one time, she said. Krlvitsky \ 
“Has approached by three agents Qf ! 
tile OGPU. One of them told hi*& 
tt; stay out of the midtown area It 
hi didn’t want to get into troublij. 
The man said, “We work in thre^J 


—we've been dK lookout for you 
constantly/* 

|4iss La Follette, the Associated 
Press reported, said Gen. Krlvitsi^ * 

hi4 told at least tw*o persons lie 
w-fuld be disposed of by as&a&sl^s 
w|do would “ make IrJo ok like sui- 
cide," 
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f*MENDS HERE TO PUSH KRIVITSKY DEATH INQUIRY-Louis Waldmin (center) Without hUL 
N-^York attorney for Gen. Krivltsky, who rushed here last night to aid with the Inquiry into tlft 
fttal shooting of Krlvltsky, is shown at local Morgue conferring with reporters. J. B Matthews! 
* Dies committee Investigator, is. ahow n behind Mr. Waidzaao^ * - ^ .[ 
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i Oen. Krlvitsky shown as he testified before the Dies c<jfai- 
'ilttee October 11, 1&39, to tell his story ol the W36-7 purge of- 
Jtusslan Army officers. ■ « A Photos. 
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PdfcrReport Shows 
How Delay Came in 
Identifying Krivilsky 


dead man was Cten.* 
and made plans to hurry to Wash- 
ington. ^ yi* 

The note In English, <hr€etecttee 
aatd f looked like a doctor# pre- 
icripUap z m 

/f 



First Hint Sloin Mon 

W/lt py. ^nviflf A /i ant 
f 1 v » i #~iy v » ' ' 

Given After 7 Hours 

The original pobyrjncidental showed 
hoV hours elapsejr between tlja-flnd- 
ln'i of the body' of “Waltero^oret? 
ahns Samuel MG msbuFg^ 1 — arid *tbfc 
tirpe invent I gitbrsT ’Tllscovered^ trii 
dAd man was Ger^ Walter pQtrjt 
viLsfcj, self-stylecf former Western 
European commander of the Soviet 
military intelligence. magazine 
writer and Dies Committee witness 


Tht incidental follows: s : 

‘■February 10, 1M1. Death — Guji- 
ihot, No. 1. I 

** About 6:30 in . Monday, Febr;i- j 
ary 10. 1641, Walter Poret. al ms 
Samuel Ginsberg, white. 41 years, j 
oPNew York City, was found in j 
unconscious condition on bed In 
room 532 of the Bellevue Hotel. No, 

„ 15 E street N.W. f by Th elm a JLiack- 
*on, colored, 21, of ISIS*.* Bystreet 
&.E-, a maid at the above hoffcl. 
Walter Poret. alias Samuel Ginsberg, 
was pronounced dead at 11 a;ti., 
February 10, 1641, by Dr. Els berg- of 
*the Emergency Hospital staff. Drtth 
dae to gunshot wound in head. Cen- 
to fa 1 bureau, homicide squad and 
cfcroner notified. Investigated by 
Detective Sergt. D. Guest, who has 
possession of gun. Body ordered 
removed to the D C* Morgue by 
the coroner. No known relatives. 
Reported by pvt. E. R. Cox. No. 1. 
Signed by Engstrom at No. 1, l;33 I 
pm " j| j 

Attorney Gave Firrt Hint, j 
The latter time was put on the f 
Incidental when Policeman Er#- 
atrom pbt it on the teletype for 
headquarters 

Although the body was discovered 
at 6:30 am.* it was not until police 
got in touch with IjOui^ltya^mAQ 
Krivitsky’s New York altiney. about 
4.30 pm., that investigators got an 
idea as to the identity of the dead 
man. The identification was 
strengthened by Dr. J. B. Matthews. 

Gtji Krivitsky. Mr. Waldman a*, 
rived here about 11 o'clock last nigit. J 
Another reason given for the delj.y 
was the diffictiHy which homicide 
squad detectives had in reading Gen. 
Krivitsky s handwriting. Detectives 
saw the Russian and German notes 
were In some foreign language. The 
third note, in English, was written 
In such a difficult hand that detec- 
tives thought it also was in a foreign 
language. 

Note# Giv^n to Interpreter, 1 
The notes, found in an envelope 
addressed to Mr. Waldman In New 
York, were given to a Federal inter# 
tVeter. (j 

. i On receiving the interpreter's rqi 
p>rt. detectives wired Mr. Waidma i 
Hi New York. Mr* Waldman theU 
toephoned police, satisfied himself 
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Pnlice Still Checking All Krivitsky Angles,- / - 
B>bt Believe Ex-Soviet Agent Killed Self f 



*#_ J • _ . t r * *1 

veraicr ot ^uicme 
Withheld Pending 
Further Study 


agent, Gen. Waiter G. Krivitsky, 41, 
Was driven to death in a hotel room 
here by his fear of assassination 
or by the assassins themselves ap- 
peared an open question today, al- 
though Washington authorities are 
only "checking a few angles” before 
listing the case as suicide. 

Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald 
has drawn up a suicide certificate 
which he is withholding until his 
aides and homicide squad detectives 
have sifted all physical clues at the 
insistence of Louis Wiidman, Gen, 
Krivltsky’s New York attorney, to 
Whom the agent had frequently ex- 
pressed fear he would be “liqui- 
dated’ by the OGPU. 

Inspector Bernard W. Thompson 
Of the homicide squad said this 
morning he is seeking to trace the 
deAh gun to “the farm of Dober- 
tovt believed near Charlottesville, 
which Gen. Krivitsky re- 
one of three notes found 
room implying suicide. 

Gen. Krivitsky, a former Dies 
Oommittee witness, who wTote ar- 
ticles for a national magazine ex- 
posing Soviet espionage in this coun- 
try and claiming to be a former 
chief of Soviet military intelligence 
for Western Europe, was found shot 
to death at 0:30 am. yesterday in 
his fifth-floor room at the Bellevue 
Hotel, 15 2 street N.W, 

Three Notes in Room. 

Inspector Thompson said three 
notes found in the room on "Char- 
lottsville, Va. f stationery were in 
the same handwriting as the regis- 
tiatlon card Gen. Krivitsky filled out 
at the hotel late Sunday afternoon 
He said this circumstance was 
checked last night by Ira GuiUick- 
son, the department's handwriting 
expert. 

The gun, a ,3a -caliber pistol, was 
found beside the body on the hed. 
Fingerprints had b^cti washed alay 
by piood it said. The bullet 
harf passed through Gen. Krivltslv’s 
hear. It penetrated the hollow qile 
of the wall and has not been re- 
covered. 
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Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky shown as he testified beforrf the 
Dies coAmittee October 11, 1939* Uktell his story of the 1V36-7 
purge of. Russian Army officers. J . — A, P. Photo, 

jbistrist Attorney Edward M. (jur- ^ 

rih who aided with the inquiry last 
night, said he was "awaiting a 4jore 
complete report” from police before 
deciding what course of action his 
Office might^take He aaid he ex- 
pected the full report later today. i 

Meanwhile, spokesmen for the ] , 

Federal Bureau of Investigation aaid , 

Gen. Krivitsky had no connection i 
with anv investigations by their ' 
agents. It «s said nothing was 
known of the Russian at the P. B. I* | 

Mr Waldman aaid he planned to 
ask the Federal Bureau of Invesg- j 
gat son to trace the run and chefk 
\ on what ftngerDrint evidence. If wfr . 
had beeA found on the pistol, me 
door knobs and the windowsills f>i 
the room 

i ^|p kitmuey said he was espe- 
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would be no trick for thi fY?rVi to 
which he attributed diabolical clev* 
em&y., to hive forged- the .notes. 
He Itontended that there was a 
, I strar^e tone In the letters and said 

■they: 1 . did not sound like they had 
.- | i been*Vritten by his close friend. 

- * Mrs Tanya Krivitaky ; wife of the 

^ general, scoffed at the suicide ver- 

j aion. In New York City ahe said 

* that he had been happy in hts home 

J life, was well fixed financially as a 

result of his writings and was In 

- goad health. 

* He had come to Washington, Mrs. 
Krivltsky said, to see 'Represen ta- 
( tive Dies and to look for a home in 
Vlri.nl a. 

rrtTioni Attempt Claimed, 

6 ne confirmed Mr, Waldman*! 
: stalsinent about the mysterious as- 

'mi-, fciso w«'un’kn'c«^ to iU Oen. I * issln wh ° *>r the former 


dally puixled by Gen. Krivltsky » 
allusion in his notes to "the farm 
of toobertov" He said he had never 
helrd of such a man, although he 

^ l -to- * V.« 

cr 
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Kjfvltsky’s family, 

"Why," asked Mr. Waldman, 
**ahould the general go all the way 
to Virginia to get a gun— when he 
could have found one much nearer 
md then return to Washington 
to shoot himself? 

"Too, he might have been forced 
to write those notes. Such cases 
are common in Soviet liquidations. 
X know that Gen. Krivltsky had 
' good reason to fear assassins from 
abroad,'* 

Inspector Thompson said, how- 
ever, that Gen. Krivitsky’s door and 
Windows were locked from the in- 
«ide, there was no evidence of a 
■truggle, and every reason to believe 
the notes were genuine, 

An autopsy was performed late 
yesterday and the coroner's office 
is awaiting the result of a chemical 
analysis of the contents of the dead 
, man s stomach. 

*Dobertov* Is PtuxJe. 

.qulries at Charlottesville of the 
Chldf of police failed to locate any 
one "who had heard of a man named 
"Dobertov" living in that vicinity. 

It was the Insistence of Mr. Wald- 
man, Dr, J, B Matthews, director 
of research for the Dies Committee, 
and others who knew Krlvltsk^ that 
brought a reopening of the in vest! - 
ration. 

They pointed out that Krivltsky 
had said less than three weeks ago 
that a Russian assassin, whom he 
identified only as "Hans," had ar- 
— ^ rived in this country to kin him; 
that the slain man had been in 
mortal fear of hts life — seeking a 
permit to earn’ a pistol and making 
arrangements to change his name 
and flee New York. 

Had Planned for Future. 

They insisted that he had been in 
7 / the best of spirits, that he had made 
■V detailed plans for his future In the 
v United States! that he had no reason 
to commit suicide. And they re- 
peated again and again hts warning 
; that he might be slain in such a 

*. _ Jl * - 1 t J UIIaJ 

manner *& uu inaJwtc nc mu jliucu 

himself. 

Police were convinced that the 
death was a suicide. Their strong - 
' cat p uint rg i the notes which were 
found In the dead man'* room. 

Mr. Waldman contended that it 
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Russian agent. Mrs, Krivltsky said 
the same man had attempted to kill 
Mr. Krivltsky in Marseilles in 1637. 

As Samuel Ginsberg the slain man 
yesterday had been on the verge of 
passing unnoticed into oblivion. A 
certificate of suicide had been writ- 
ten for him. The gun which had 
killed him was en route to the police 
property clerk. 

But the revelation that Samuel 
Ginsberg w’a* Gen. Walter Krivltsky 
put a new face on the matter. It 
was Krivltsky who, in a aeries of 
stories which appeared in the Satur- 
day Evening Post a short time be- 
fore the outbreak of the European 
war, had predicted that 6 t*lln 
would sign a treaty with Hitler. 

Later, he came before the Dies 
Committee to make other startling 
revelations. He described his posi- 
tion under the Russian regime of 
Stalin as chief of the Western Euro- 
an division of the Ogpu, dread se- 
re! police. 

Reconstruct Detail*. 

Police, calling in translators to 
Interpret notes which were found in 
the dead mans room and go frig back 
over the whole of their investigation 
of the "routine" suicide of Samuel 
Ginsberg pieced together the whole 
story as follows; 1 

In the early part of last week 
Krivltsky called at Mr. Waldman’s 
office in New York. He asked Mr. 
Waldman to help him get protection 
from the F. B. I. because he feared 
for his life. He said he was thinking 
of going to Virginia to look over a 
farm property he wanted to buy as 
a hiding place for his family. 

In Washington he appeared at 
5:49 pm. Sunday at the Bellevue 
Hotel ,a small, quiet hostlry in the 
first block of E street N.W., and 
registered as Walter Poref. This 
was the name he had taken legal 
steps lo adopt — hoping that it would 
deceive the assassins he believed 
were seeking him. 

No phone calls went from the room 
nor to It and no visitors were known 
to have called Krivltsky ordered a 
bottle of sparkling water from the 
room service — although nothing was 
found in his room wit h * wh i ch - h e 
might have mixed it. 

He was ihot some .time during 


the 


tiiA 


t. A maid, unable to 


an arutyer when she knocked 


ftcjj 


pass key to enter about 9:30 am. I 

She found the body on the bell. 
It was on top of the covers Kriv- 
ltsky was wearing a sweater and 
had taken oil his shoes. 

Pistol en Bed. 

There was a gaping wound in the f 
right aide of his heat}. The right 
arm lay across the body, the right 
hand resting pn the left arm. The 
pistol — covered with blood— was on 
the bed, to the left of the body, 

A j 4 wa* a v*i neei. ! 

n Ul/VWi WWW DMiimiwnjvV* W j 

nounced the man dead. Police ’ 
searching through the effects in the 
room, found three notes. One was 
in English, addressed to Mr. Wald- 
man in New York. The second 
was in German and the third in 
Russian. 

There was a passport, issued by 
the Canadian government, which 
bore the name Ginsberg. There 
was nothing to indicate anything 
but suicide. The room was in order; 
the door locked’: the window— five 
floors above the street and near 
no fire escape — was open a litt>. 

Detective Sergt. Dewey Gues of 
the Homicide Squad, who haiflled 
the investigation, concluded that it 
was a routine case. He doee<f his 


investigation and a eertifle 
suicide was prepared. 

Late in the afternoon, there! 
• call from Mr, Waldman. En 
Inspector Bernard W. Thou 
that Ginsberg was in reality 
Krivltsky. He said that then 
np doubt that the man had 
njurdered and stated that he 1 
come to Washington immediate 
aid In the Investigation. 

Matthews Identifies Body, 

Seeking Identification of the 
newspapermen located Dr. Mat 1 
and took him to the Morgue. I 

+ Vi JL riUe 

ujc cy kA/iiuuiULCt; viUCi III 

gator who had discovered Krii 
originally and persuaded him t 
his story, 

Dr Matthews viewed the bod; 
said: 

"That's Krivltsky. And I'm 
he's been murdered " 

Talking to reporters, he told 
he bed found the Russian in It 
a hide-away In upper New 
The place was so carefully h 
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that it took hour* to reach It, Dr. 

Matthew* said. 

I He came to know Krlvitaky well 
* v h trt h*ij»v» implicitly In the man** 
i^Jory 6f hia experiences as a Russian 
secret police chief. 

“He appeared before the commit* 
tee or October ll f 1939,” Dr, 
Matthews said “I rode from Wash- 
ington to New York with him after 
thp hearing* 

‘'He said then There are two of 
Us they Ye after. Trotkky ta one and 
I'm the other. Don't ever believe 
I committed suicide.^ I went to 
I Mexico City a few weeks later to 
talk to Trotsky. 

"Trotsky told me There are two 
of us they want to get. I’m one and 
Krivltsky's the other.* Well, they 
got Trotsky. And now it looks like 
they got Krlviteky." 

Returns to Hiding. 

Dr Matthews told police that 
Kxivusky had gone into hiding after 
testifying before the committee. The 
Dies Investigator tried to talk Kri* 
Yitsfcy out of his fear of assassina- 
tion. 

‘The Russian went to Canada 
a|>out * year ago when Immigration 
authorities tolu him his time as a 
visitor In this country had expired. 
He re-entered the United States 
some months ago. Dr. Matthews 
said, under a new passport and had 
made plans to become a citlsen, 

Police commanders went into con- 

m .Ua*« 

iCiUKT m. Uiui w *.um xav^-i. .w 

Attorney Curran Joined the confer- 
ence and the foreign language let- 
I ters were sent te the State Depart* 

; ment for translation, 

It was after 11 pm. when Mr. 

‘ Waldman reached Washington. HHe 

. * 4 m +Vv* llArmit fch* 
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j body. Reporters — representing |t1o- 

[ cal as well as out-of-town pfl«rs 
and press associations — congregated, 
at the Morgue. ' k > 

After some time. Dr. MacDonald 
emerged and called the reporters 
into the Morgue hearing room: He 
read them the notes found In the 
Krtvitsky room, 

Waldman Makes Statement, 

When the coroner had concluded 
his reading of the letters and an- 
swered some of the questions which 
came from the score of reporters, 
Mr. Waldman stepped forward and 
asked permission to make a atate- 
ment, 

T have looked it the body and 
I've been shown the notes.” he said. 
“Physical appearance indicates sui- 
cide and the notes are very per- 


are expert* at forgery, aa Krivit&ky 
pointed out to his writing. 

T saw him in my office last week, 
jj* told me he yaa going to buy a 
small farm near a university town 
in Virginia, He complained that 
he was being shadowed and asked 
me to help him get a permit to 
carry a run. 

"He asked me to help him get 
protection from the F B I- He 
wanted to change his name and I 
took steps to accomplish this — in 
secret proceedings. 

Planned New Ufa, 

There was nothing to indicate 
that this was a man about to com- 
mit suicide. All his plans were laid 
on the basis of starting a new life 
to the United States. 

T strongly urge that both the 

local police and the F. B I. be used 
to make sure this isn't another 
Trotsky case” 

ur. MacuOnaio replied that the 

case would remain open. The cor- 
oner said that he was certain that 
it was a suicide and had ao certi- 
fied. But If any new evidence was 
developed he would consider a 
change in his verdict, 

During testimony before the Dies j 
Committee to October. 2935, Xri- 

Yitsky testified he was bom Samuel 

Ginsberg in the Russian Ukraine 
to law. He said his "official, legal 
Soviet government name” had been 
Krivitsky since 1919. 

Krivusky testified that he entered 
the military Intelligence to 1920, 
and from 1921 to 1923 worked to tie 
third bureau of the Red army get- 
eral staff. He returned to geneil 
staff intelligence work to 1934 afttr 
holding several other positions, aid 
said he was chief of Soviet military 
intelligence for Western Europe to 
1936-1. He . aald ty . broke with 


suasive. 

J 4, As his attorney and for the pub- 
lic interest. I am asking, however, 
that the authorities not close this 
Investigation, for the following rea- 
Jpns: ^ ^ 

! "It is well known ihat the G»hu 
jjas specimens of handwritings dt 
xtrivitsky — who was once in they 
employ— to every language. They 


Stalin over the 1931 purge, A short, 
wiry individual with a lined, brim 
face, he gave the committee much 
inside information of what he{said 
wax the working of the international 
Communist system. 

Testifying to Russian through an 
interpreter, he declared that 35,000 
members of the Russian Red army 
corps were "destroyed 1 * by Btalin 
to 1937; that 300,000 or 400,000 other 
persons were exiled or imprisoned 
and "millions" interned to concen- 


tration camps. 

He also testified that: 

Communist party leaders to Ger- 
many, Poland and Hungary were re- 
called to Moscow and shot, despite 
the fact that they were hot citizens 
of Russia. 

Stalin is the absolute head of 
the Communist party to the United 
States. 

Btalin could not have accomplished ' 
"the great purge” of 1936-37 without 
“iiiOiBi support" frosi owner coun- 
tries because so many elements were 
against him in his own country. 

The Ogpu spies not only on for- 
eign government* and on Soviet i 
diplomats — "from Ambassadors to 
the lowest Embassy officials'’ — b«t . 


Uli VA VUitl |04iUO WilU V-4^~ 

press displeasure with Moscow v 
The Ogpu kidnaps and murders 
persons, some of them non-Russiais, 
on foreign soil— in drives against 
persons "considered” anti-Stalinites. 
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I FRIENDS HERE TO PUSH KRIVITSKY DEATH INQUIRY — Louis Waldman (center), wlthouVhat, 

| New York attorney for Gen. Krivitsky, who rushed here last night to aid with the inquiry Into tfaa 
a fatal shooting of Krivitsky, Is shown at local Morgue conferring with reporters, J. B. Matthews, * 
I a Dies committee investigator, is shown behind Mr. Waldman. 
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Coroner MacDonald Reveals 
Texts of Krivitsky Notes 


Notes which were found in the 
room in which Gen. Walter^Kri- 
vitsky was shot to death were read 
to newsmen at the Morgue last 
night by Coroner A. Magmder Mac- 
Donald. 

The letters, he explained, were 
written on stationery bearing the 
letterhead “Charlottesville, Va " and 
nothing more. The first, written in 
English, was addressed to Mr. Wald- 
man. It said: 

"Dear Mr. Waldman: 

} “My wife and my boy will need 
four help. Please do for them what 
ifou can, 

i "Yours, Walter Krivitsky. 

“I went to Virginia because I 
know that there I can get a gun. 
If my friends get in trouble please 
help them. They are good people 
ind they didn't know why I got the 
gun M 

Letter to Wife and Bon. 

The second letter was In Russian 
; and addressed to his wife and their 
, 7-yeir-old son. whose address in 
New York has been kept secret. It 

said: 

I "Dear Tonia and Alek: 

"It is very difficult, but I want to 
live very badly, but it Is impossible, 
i 1 love you, my only one. It is diffl- 
f cult for me to write, but think about 
me and then you will understand 
that I must go. Don't tell Alek yet 
where his father is gone. I believe 


that in time you win ten him, be- 
cause it will best for him. 

"Torglve. It Is very hard to write. 
Take care of him and be a good 
mother to him and be always quiet 
and never get angry at him. He is 
very good and always very pale. 
Good people win help you but not 
enemies. My sins are very big. 

"I see you Tonia and Alek. I 
embrace you, 

‘Youn. 

"Vela. 

“On the Farm of Dobertov— T 
wrote this yesterday, but I did not 
have any strength In New York. 
I did not have any business In 
Washington. I went to see Dobertov 
because that is the only place 7 1 
could get firearms." I 

Name Unexplained. 1 

No one was available last nigftt 
to eocplaln who Dobertov is. Neither 
the man's wife nor Mr. Waldman 
had ever heard of such a person. 

The third letter was written in 
German. It was addressed to 
“Suzanne." who, Mr. Waldman ex- 
plained, Is Suzanne La Pollette, a 
cousin of the Wisconsin political 
family and a liberal writer. It said: 

"Dear Suzanne:* 

“I trust that you are well and I 
am dying with tfie hope that you 
will help Tonia and my poor boy 
You were a good friend. 

"Yours, Walter. 

"I think about your brother 
and Dorothy." 
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tY — Louis Wald man (center), without hat, 
last night to aid with the Inquiry into th# 
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that in time you win ten him, be- 
cause It will best for him. 

"Forgive, It Is very hard to write. 
Take care of him and be a good 
mother to him and be always quiet 
and never get angry at him. He la 
very good and always very pale. 
Good people will help you but not 
enemies. My sins are veiy Mg. 

**1 see you Tonis and Alek. I 
embrace you. 

"Yourt. 

-Vela. 

“On the Farm of Dobertov— I 
wrote this yesterday, but I did not 
have any strength In New York. 

I did not have any business In 
Washington. I went to see Dobei 
because that U the only place’ll 
could get firearms." 

Name Unexplained. 

No one was available last nlgUkt 
to explain who Dobertov ig, Neither 
the man's wife nor Mr. Waldman 
had ever heard of such a person. 

The third letter was written in 
German. It was addressed to T 
“Suzanne," who, Mr. Waldman ex- 
plained, is Suzanne La Follette, a 
cousin of the Wisconsin political 
family and a liberal writer. It at id: 

"Dear Suzanne :f 

"I trust that you are well and I 
am dying with the hope that you 
will help Tonla and my poor boy 
You were a good friend. 

“Yours, Walter, 

*1 *l*o think about your brother 
and Dorothy." 




Police Still Checkin/ All KrivJtsky Angles/ 
But Believe Ex-Soviet Agent Killed Self? hifgi 
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;| Verdict of Suicide 
; Withheld Pending 

Further Study 

'V 

Whether the former Soviet aecret 
agent. Gen. Walter G. Krivitsky, 41, 
was driven to death In a hotel room 
here by his fear of assassination 
I or by the assassins themselves ap- 
! pea red an open question today, al- 
though Washington authorities are 
only ‘'checking a few angles" before 
listing the ca_se as suicide. 

Coroner A. Magruder MacDonald 
has drawn up a suicide certificate 
which he Is withholding until his 
aides and homicide squad detectives 
have sifted all physical clues at the 
Insistence of Louis Waldman. Gen. 
Kriviuky's New York attorney, to 
whom the agent had frequently ex- 
pressed fear he would be “liqui- 
dated'' by the OGPU, 

Inspector Bernard W. Thompson 
of the homicide squad said this 
morning be Is seeking to trace the 
death gun to “the farm of Dober- 
tov," believed near Charlottesville, 
Va. t to which Gen. Krivitsky re- 
ferred in one of three notes found 
to his room implying suicide. 

Gen. Krivltsky, a former Dies 
Committee witness, who wrote ar- 
ticles for a national magazine ex- 
posing Soviet espionage in this coun- 
try and claiming to be a former 
chief of Soviet military Intelligence 
for Western Europe, mas found shot 
to death at 9:30 am. yesterday in 
hit flfth -floor room at the Bellevue 
Hotel* *15 *E street N W,” 

Thrtfc Note* In Boom. 

Inspector Thompson said three 
notes found in the room on “Char- 
lotUvilie, Va , stationery were to 
the same handwriting as the regis- 
ttaUon card Gen. Krivitsky filled out 
at the hotel late Sunday afternoon. 
He said this circumstance was 
checked last night by Ira Guilhck- 
son, the departments handwriting 
expert. 

cm i n m M -pullh^r nlcf/sl mrmH 
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found beside the body on the bed 
Fingerprints had been washed away 
by blood, it was said The bullet 
had passed through Gen KJivltsky’s 
head. It penetrated the hollow tile 
of the wall and has not been re- 
covered. 

Distrtst Attorney Edward M. Cur- 
ran, who aided with the inquiry' last 
night, said he » F as "awaiting a more 
complete report" from polica-before 
deciding what course of action his 
office might take. He said he ex- 

+ + v, ^ r,i)i ij.*» * i 
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| Meanwhile, spokesmen for the 
! Fttieral Bureau of Investigation said 
G*m. Krlyitsky had no connection ■ 
I wfth any Investigations by their j 
agents. It was said nothing was 
known of the Russian at the F. B. I. 

Mr Waldman said he planned to 
ask the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation to trace the gun and check 
on what fingerprint evidence, If any, 
had been found on the pistol, the 
door knobs and the windows! Us of 
the roopi , 

J The attorney he was espe- 



Gen. Walter d? Krivitsky shown *as he testified before the \ 
Dies committee October 11, 1939, to tell his »tory of the 1936-7 [ 
purge of Russia^ Army officers. — A. P. Photo, j) 


*Dober4ov* la Funk. 


cUUy puzzled by ,!>en. Krivitsky r tj inquiries at Charlottesville of the 
afiuslon to his noffcs to “the feral chief of police failed to locate any 
of Dobertov . He said he had never one w ^ 0 had heard of a man named 
heard of such a man, although ^j^tertov" living to that vicinity J L i 


knew the deceased well, and thir wts the insistenoe of Mr. Wale*- 
man also was unknown to Gen. nun cm j. b Matthews, directer 

KilviUky's family. 0 f rtaearch for the Dies Committed 

*. KltM ,** r - and others who knew Krivitsky that 

-should the general go all the way brought reopening of the investi- 


to Virginia to get a gtm— when he 
could have found one much nearer 
— and then return to Washington 
to shoot himself? 

"Too, he might have been forced 
to write those notes. Such cases 
are common in Soviet liquidations. 
I know that Gen. Krivitsky had 
good reason to fear assassins from 
abroad." 

Inspector Thompson said, how- 
ever, that Gen. Krivitsky's door and 
windows were locked from the in- 
side, there was no evidence of a 
struggle, and every reason to believe 
the notes were genuine. 

An autopsy was performed late 
yesterday and the coroner’s office 


gatlon. 

They pointed out that Krivitsky 
had said less than three weeks ago 
that a Russian assassin, whom he 
identified only as "Hans,” had ar- 
rived in this country to kill him; 
that the slain man had been In 
mortal fear of his life — seeking a 
permit to carry a pistol and making 
arrangements to change his name 
and flee New York. 

a.J VU.fiftil #A* VnlftM 
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They Insisted that he had been to 
the best of spirits, that he had made 
detailed plans for his future in the 
United States, that he had no reason 
to commit suicide. And they re- 
peated again and again his warning 
that he might be slain in such 
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is awaiting the result of a chemical ^ w _ 

analysis of the oootenU_ 2 U h e dead : u & Indicate he 

man s stomach. . himself. • 


*7 


TOT T- rrr 


Police were convinced that th* 
death was a suicide. Their strong 4 
Fit point was the notes which were 
found to the dead man's room. 

Mr, W fildsua contended that it 
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would be no trick for the OOPU, to 
which he attributed diabolical clev- 
erness, to have forged the note*. 
He contended that there vu a 
strange tone in the letters and laid 
they did not aouad like they had 
been written by his close friend. 

I Mrs. Tanya KrlviUky, wife of the 
general, scoffed at the suicide ver- 
aion. In New York City she said 
that he had brrn happy in hi i home 
life, was well fixed financially as a 
result of his writings and was in 
goad health. 

He had come to Washington, Mrs. 
Krivitsky said, to see Representa- 
tive Dies and to look for a home in 
Virginia. 

Previous Attempt Claimed. 

She confirmed Mr. Waldman’s 
statement about the mysterious as- 
sassin who was feared by the former 
Russian agent. Mrs. Krivitsky said 
the same man had attempted to kill 
Mr. Krivitsky in Marseilles in 1937. 

As Samuel Ginsberg the slain man 
yesterday had been on the verge of 
passing unnoticed into oblivion. Aj 
certificate of suicide had been writ- 
ten for him. The gun which had 
killed him was en route to the police ! 
property clerk. j 

But the revelation that Samuel 
Ginsberg was Gen. Walter Krivitsky . 
put a new face on the matter. It j 
was Krivitsky who. In a aeries of 
stories which appeared in the Satur- 
day Evening Post a short time be- 
fore the outbreak of the European 
war, had predicted that Stalin 
would sign a treaty with Hitler. 

Later, he came before the Dies 
Committee to make other startling 
revelations. He described his posi- 
tion under the Russian regime of 
Stalin as chief of the Western Euro- 
pean division of the Ogpu, dread se- 
cret police. 
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Police, calling In translators to 
interpret notes which were found in 
the dead man’s room and gofrig back 
over the whole of their investigation 
Of the “routine” suicide of Samuel j 
Ginsberg, pieced together the whole 
atory as follows: I 

In the early part of last week 
KrlviUky called at Mr Waldman 'a 
office in New York. He asked Mr. 
Waldman to help him get protection 
from the F. B. I. because he feared 
for his life, He said he was thinking 
of going to Virginia to look over a 
farm property he wanted to buy as 
a hiding pLace for his family. 

In Washington he appeared at 
6:49 pm. Sunday at the Bellevue 
Hotel * *mHll r quiet hostlry In the 
first block of E street N W.. and 
registered as Walter Poref. This 
was the name he had taken legal 
steps to adopt— hoping that it would 
deceive the assassins he believed 
were seeking him. 

No phone calls went from the room 
nor to it and no visitors were known 
to have called KrlviUky ordered a 
bottle of sparkling water from the 
room service— although nothing was 
found in hte room with which he 
m ight hav e mixed it. 

HF"WB^hot some time during 


i ! 


fr* -A maid 
v/ when she 
the roan. the morning, used her 
pass key to enter about 9:30 am. 

She found the body on the bed I 
It was on top of the covers. Kriv- F 
Jtaky was wearing a sweater and 
had taken off his shoes. 

Pistol on Bed, 

There was a gaping wound in the | 
right side of his head. The right; 
arm lay across the body, the right i 
hand resting on the left arm. The 
pistol— covered with blood— was on 
the bed, to the left of the body. 

A doctor was summoned and pro- 
nounced the man dead. Police 
searching through the effects in the 
room, found three notes. One was 
in English, addressed to Mr. Wald- 
man in New York. The second 
was In German and the third In 
Russian. 

There was a passport, issued by 
the Canadian government, which 
bore the name Ginsberg. There 
was nothing to Indicate anything 
but suicide. The room was ln order; 
the door locked; the window— five 
floors above the street and near 
no fire escape— was open a little. 

Detective Bergt Dewey Guest of 
the Homicide Bquad, who handled 
tie investigation, concluded that It i 
«*i a routine case. He 
j investigation «no a certificate 6TT 
j luicide was prepared, (j I 

Late in the afternoon, there camel 
a call from Mr. Waldman. Re told I 
Inspector Bernard W. Thompson I 
that Ginsberg was in reality Gen. 
Krivitsky. He said that there was 
no doubt that the man had been I 
murdered and stated that he would 
come to Washington Immediately to 
aid in the Investigation. 

Matthews Identifies Body. 

Seeking Identification of the body,; 
newspapermen located Dr. Matthews 
and took him to the Morgue. It was 
the Die? Committee chief invests 
gator who had discovered Krivitsky 
originally and persuaded him to tell 
his story. 

Dr Matthews viewed the body and 
said: 

“That’s Krivitsky. And I'm sure 
he's been murdered " 

Talking to reporters, he told how 
he had found the Russian in 1939 in 
a hide-away ln upper New York. 
The place ^as"w tarefully hidden 


to jp»ph ft. Dr. 


that It took 

Matthews safe! *" a 

He cfme to know L /tsky well 
and to believe Implicitly In the man’s 
story of his experiences as a Russian 
secret police chief. 

“He appeared before the commit* 
tee on October 11, 1W9," Dr, 

Matthews said “I rode from Wash- 
ington to New York with him after 
the hearings. 

"He said then "There art two of 
ua they're after. Trotsky Is one and 
I'm the other. Don’t ever believe 
I committed suicide.' I went to j 
Mexico City a few weeks later tot 
talk to Trotsky. i | 

“Trotsky told me There are two j 
of us they want to get. I'm one and ! 
Krivltsky a the other.* Well, they j 
got Trotsky. And now it looks Ilk* 
they got Krivitsky," 

Returns to Hiding. 

Dr: Matthews told police that 
KrlviUky had gone Into hiding after 
testifying before the committee. The 
Dies Investigator tried to talk Kri- 
vitsky out of his fear of assassina- 
tion 

The Russian went to Canada 
about a year ago when immigration 
authorities told him his time as a 
visitor in this country had expired. 
He re-entered the United States 
some months ago, Dr. Matthews 
said, under a new passport and had 
made plans to become a citizen. 

Police commanders went into con- 
ference a short time later. District 
Attorney Curran Joined the confer- 
ence and the foreign language let- 
ters were sent to the State Depart- 
ment for translation. 

| It was after 11 pm. when Mr, 

• Waldman reached Washington He 
! went to the Morgue and viewed the 
body. Reporters— representing lo- 
cal as well as oul-oMown papers 
>and press associations— oongregm ted 
at the Morgue. 

After some time. Dr, MacDonald 
emerged and called the reporter! 
Into the Morgue hearing room. He 
read them the notes found in the 
Krivitsky room. • 

Waldman Make* Statement. 



When the coroner had concluded 
hi* reading of the letters and an-^ 
swered some of the questions whicjT 
came from the score of report* 
Mr. Waldman stepped forward ai 
asked permission to make a at&i- . 
ment. f \ 

“I have looked at the body gid 1 
IVe been shovcr. the notes." he 
“physics i appearance indicates sui- \ 
cide and the notes are very per-1 
suaslve. 

"As his attorney and for the pub- 
lic interest, I am asking, hcfivever, 
that the authorities not close this 
investigation, for the following rea- 
sons: 

"It Is well known that the Ogpu : 
has specimens of handwritings of 
Krivitsky— who wasgoca^ln their I 
employ— In every *Tingu age. They 
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are expert* at forgery, a* Krivitaky 
pointed out In hi* writing. 

'1 *aw him in my office last week. 
He told me he wa* going to buy a 
mail farm near a university town 

( H Tr4»4«4. «- > R Ul J *1 * 
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he was being shadowed and asked 
me to help him get a permit to 
carry a gun. 

**He asked me to help him get 
protection from the F, B. I. He 
wanted to change his name and I 

tuuk itcpfi vu ikCCumpliah this— ill 

secret proceedings. 

Planned New life, 

*"Tbere was nothing to Indicate 
thit this was a man ft bout to com- 
mit suicide. All his plans were laid 
on the basis of starting a new life 
tn the United States. 

*1 strongly urge that both the 
local police and the T. B. I. be used 
to make sure this Isn't another 
Trotsky case.” 

Dr. MacDonald replied that the 

case would remain open. The cor- 
oner said that he was certain that 
It was a suicide and had so certi- 
fied. But If any new evidence was 
developed he would consider a 
change in his verdict. 

During testimony before the Dies 

4m nittnkv 1h»ft tr_i 
*4.i VWUVWCl ^ iflH, Ait- ! 

vltsky testified he was bom Samuel • 
Ginsberg In the Russian Ukraine i 
in 1890. He said his "official, legal 
Soviet government name" had been i 
Krtvltsky since 1010. 

Krlvltsky testified that he entered 

til# tnlllUrfl <Mt*1llnanx> 4*. 1 BOft 

— ui iftu, 

and from 1021 to 1823 worked In the 
third bureau of the Red army gen- 
eral staff. He returned to general 
staff intelligence work in 3934 after 
holding several other position*, and 
said he was chief of Soviet mffitary 
intelh^enoe for Wes^m 
1038-7. He said broke with 


Btalln over the 1037 purge. A short, 
wiry Individual with a lined, grim 
face, he gsve the committee much 
Inside information of what be said 
was the working of the international 
Communist system. 

Testifying in Russian through an 
interpreter, he declared that 15,000 
members of the Russian Red army 
corps were “destroyed* by Btalln 
in 1937; that 300,000 or 400.000 other 
persons were exiled or Imprisoned 
and , * tnUii r\ ft* ,> interned in concen- 
tration camps. 

He also testified that: 

Communist party leaden In Ger- 
many, Poland and Hungary were re- 
called to Moscow and shot, despite 
the fact that they were not citizens 
nf Russia. 

Stalin is the absolute head of 
the Communist party tn the United 

States. 

Stalin could not have accomplished j 
"the great purge” of 1936*37 without | 
“moral support* from other coun- 
tries because ao many elements were ’ 
against him in his own country. I 
The Ogpu spies not only on for- 
eign government* and on Soviet i 
diplomat* — "from Ambassadors to 
the Iowe*t Embassy officials* — but I 
on citizens of other lands who ex- ! 
pres* displeasure with Moscow. I 
The Ogpu kidnaps and murders ! 
persons, some of them non-Russians. I 
on foreign soil— in drives against |, 
person* “considered” antJ-Stalinltes 
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J(l7iree Letter^ 



The textt of three letter t Wen- 
tified fti in KnuiUky'f hondtnrit- 
injf follow; 

The first* in English: 

"Dear Mr, Waldmu; 

"My wife end my hoy will 
need your help. Please do lor 
them whit you can, Toon, 
(Signed) WALTEl^AfclVITSKY. 

,C P. 6,— I went to Virginia be- 
cause I know that there 1 nan get 

ItiB jnn If m jr f rirnHi iK/inU jh|Tf 

tAuble, please, Mr. Wsldroan, hip 
tmm. They are good people* aid 
dliln’t know why 1 bought tie 
fun, - 

The second, in Russian, and ad- 
dressed to his wife, Tonia Gins; 
her*, and son* Alek, 7: 

'This it very difficult aad I want 
to Live very badly, but it b Impos- 
sible. 1 love you, my only one. 
It is difficult for me to write* but 
think about me and then you will 
understand that I must fo. Don't 
tell A!? k yet where hi* father i§ 
gone. 1 believe that in time you 
will tell him, because It will be 
best for him. Forgive, it is very 
hard to write. Take cart of him 
and be a good mother to him, aj^d 
oe always quiet and never — - 
angry at him. 

"He b very good, and alwfrs 
very pale. Good people will help 
but not enemies. 1 think my 
are big. 1 see you* Tonia 
ant Alek. 1 embrace you. 

I "VELA." 

*T, S,— On the farm of Dober- 
tov I wrote this yesterday* but I 
did not have any strength in New 
York. 1 did net have esy business 
in Washington, I went to see Do- 
berlov because that b the only 
place I could get the firearm." 

The third note, written in Ger- 
man and addressed to a friend of 
Krivitsky, Suzanne LaFollette, of 
New York City, read: 

"Dear Suzanne: 

**1 trust that you are well, and 
I am dying with the hope that 
you w ill help Tonia and my poor 
boy. You were a good friend. 

"Your*. 

WALTER 

**F. 8.-I also think about yolr 
brgihfiUhd Dorothy." * 
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I Ex-OGPU Chief 
.Fbund Dead Here 



WALTER KRIVITSKY, 
refugee Bolshevist leader, has 
Vpen identified as Samuel 
(jjinsberg, found shot to death 
yesterday in a hotel on E 
Street Northwest 


Murder, Say 
His Lawyer; 
Police Call 
It Suicide 

General Feared 
Russian Secret 
Agents Would Kill 
Him for Talking 

Gen. Walter Krivltsky, w' 
claimed to be former western Euri r 
pean heed of the O G P U CRuaslib 
secret police), was found shot lo 
death yesterday In hit room In the 
Bellevue Hotel, lj I street North- 
west. 

Coroner A Migmder MacDonald 
»*u«d a certificate of suicide, but 
Louis Waldman, Krivltsky'j attor- 
ney, said in New York that "there 
Is no doubt in my mind that this 
Is the work of the OGPU."' 

Wfitdfnsp, once the Socialist can- 
didate for Governor of New York, 
tola the Associate d proas that Kri- 
Stsky-afterBs breik vriththe 
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Beared Kaaalan Agents 

| »v th ® r * fu * e< “ Bolshe- 

vtat leader, whose real name Was 

mel Ginsberg, was idenujjed 

^ector^ Dl “ Committee resejfch 

Matthews said that he had been 

f ° r * Jonf toe with 
Krivitaky, -who testified before the 
Dies Committee In 143# and later 
"wrote a series of articles in the 

7 on alleged 

-Russian secret agents 
State* and else w na S n 
IWatthewa said that Krivltskj*<* 
3P appearance before tbaWM 
qbmmittee, had toldhim thafcxS^ 
‘■“•a w*™ "after him." jf, 
.|V I die," Matthew* quoted JW- 
Blisky, don’t ever believe it was 
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*h* v? 9 * wfuiee Bolihe- 

«r. whoe* mi umt 
darter*, w«f ld*m 
*7 Pr. Anouj 
Committee rki 

‘ector. 

Matthew* #eid that he ba 4 been 
acquainted Cor a long time with 
fcivitaky, -who testified before the 
thu Committee la IMS and later 
*rote a eerie* of article* la the 
Saturday Evenia* Poet on alien* 
f^vity . flu ** Ua »ecret a«mS 

: fi| UMJDUM Statu and eUewSari 
Matthew* said that Krivitator* 
■ • tppearaaee before the 
immittee, had told him Oat i 
aqent* were “after Mm“ 
yt I die," Matthew* quoted 
•ritiky. ^“doa't ever beliete It 
dUlCiuC.* 1 , , - - 1 ‘^*** 
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Bullet Through Bud 

A bullet through the head. Krivit- 
slcys body was lound on the bed of 
his hotel room at 5:30 a. m. by M 
ch/imbermaid. Thelma Jackson, 2^ 
A .t8-caliber automatic pistol lay 
Bids the body, and in an envelop'! 
on ia nearby desk were two letter#-** 
one in English and one in Russian— 
and a passport issued by Canada. 

The note in English was addressed 
to Waldman. asking him to take care 
of the Krivitsky family. The Rus- 
sian note had not been translated 
at an early hour last night. 

Krivitsky, police reported, regis- 
tered Saturday at the Bellevue 
under the name of “Walter Poret.** 
/Before leaving New York for 
Washington. Waldman said that Kri- 
vitsky lately had gone under the 
assumed name of ‘Walter Poror 
because of his fear of Russian secret 
agents. 




Doo? Locked From Inside 

Dippite Waldman's ex pressed 'Jde- 
invertigation.** both Coroner Mac* 
ternVifiatoin to demand “a thorough 
Bon a Id and Detective Sergt Dewey 
j Guest #flid there wos no doubt In 
their minds but that Krivitsky had 
committed suicide. The door to hi# 
room, according to the hotel’# man- 
ager, was locked from the Inside, 
and the man apparently bad not 
had visitors iince he registered. 

Before the Dies Committee an<, 
j in his magazine articles, Krivitsky. 
" idetmfled himself as chief of the 
; Soviit military intelligence in west- 

1 X 1 ,. ; _ lA-lt <*•* _ j: I__ 

! c* ij iiuiuyr in iujj-o/, a UlTCClor OI 

I the Soviet War Industries Institute 

1 4 


krivitsky Shot | 

Dt?ad in D.C. Hotel 

IF i ■ , 

i SHOT, from Page 1- 

b 1933-34 and for It yean in the 
nteliigence tervice of St*lin. 

His official connection with Rub- 

la ended In 1037. he sail when he 

roke with Stalin over the purge of 
hat year. He fled to the United 
States. 

j At the time of hi* testimony to 
(he Dies Committee, he declared 
hat OGITP agent# would “spane 
[othing to reduce me to silence H* 

Mksination" 

[ film ' in ISM in the Western 
ijkAine, Krivitrkv told the conurJl* 
te Hhat “the OGUP has Us agents 
Wanted in all institutions, govern- 
mental and industrial. In the United 

fc u u*" 

^During his teJtimony. the ahort 
Slender man, with black hair 
crushed itraigbt back, undented 
questions gin to him in English, but 
-trwered them In Ruiaiin, throiftfh 
in interpreter. 

Left wing groups in this coun’ry 
tharged in 1539 that Krititsky ^fas 
in imposter who never had bee* a 
general in the Russian army. The 
migazie New Masses asserted that 
irreality he wa* an Austrian named 
Stfamelka Gin$brg and a habitue of 
J pari* niaht club#. 
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Krivitsky Revealed Tactics | 
O’f OGPU Before Dies Groups 


Gen. WJter^Crivitsky, the Ru*- 
f«imr i. evoJ U y Ifure * whose ca- 
reer closed with a bullet In hi* head, 
ftold the Dies Committee in October, 

J 1939, that thp^SGPV, Russian aeeret 
police, tranced down Stalin* foe* Is 
'foreign tend* and kidnaped and 
I murdered them “if necessary” 

: Gen. KriviUky appeared before 

f the committee on October 11 and re- 
lated in detail the machinations of 
the Communist Party and the party’s 
political leaders dominated by Stalin j 
He revealed that the rank and file-' 
of the party and many of it* ladders 
during the years preceding! 1936 
hoped '’that the party or thjough 
the party we would gradually Voter 
into a period of greater democracy 

in ih+ nartv »rid through Lhe T*artV 


beginning with their compromising 
those people and discrediting them, 
and extending to kidnaping and 
murdering them, if necessary." 

A campaign to discredit KriviUky, 
It was recalled, wa> launched by 
Communist publication* in this 
country after ’appearance of hi* 4k- 
ticle* on the Soviet in the St turd iy 
Evening Post. i 

KriviUky said he was born Sap- 
uel Ginsberg on June 28 r 1899, in 
a city in western Ukraine which 
was a part of Poland until a month 
before he testified. 


in the country a* well.” [ > 

In 1936 and 1937. Stalin, he said, { 
purged from his party all elements 
that would have been the basis for . 
democrat izati . He then told how : 
the party’s international branches 
are under the complete domination 
of Moscow and how the secret police 
not only act as international spies 
but keep in confUnt touch with 
Russian* and other* living abroad 
who are known to oppose Stalin 
During hi* testimony Krivitsky 
revealed the terrible thoroughness 


oc the OGPU and thereby suggested 
a ifcason for his death, whether it 
wal murder or *uicide. Every mero- 
berlof the Communist Party in the 
Unled States is “potentially" avaii- 
•bl| to the OGPU for assistance 
in it* activities, he disclosed. 

In other words, Krivitsky, an Job - 
viou» foe of SiaIJn because oflhij 
testimony before the committee and 
hia many writing* in the ^rlni of 
1939, was subject to shadowing cot 

only bj OGPU t^enta but by hun- 
dreds of Communist* In this 
country. 


Charges Terrorism 


/ 

m. mmm _ 




*1 know that these people are re- 
cruited for the OGPU from the Com- 
.munist Party and from organizations 
which are regarded a* lympathetic 
] with the Communist Party, and that 
'often, for a particular job, it was 
more advantageou* to use a person 
who was actually not a member of 
the party" 

Previously, the genera! had been 
asked by Rhea Whitley, committee 
counsel, if the OGPU ever take* 
“poiiuve iCiiCmi** m event «Q indl- 
' vklual outside Russia "become** euf* i 
fjrfjently dangeroua to the Siiviek 
government artdt it* Interests?" 5 
mei air," KriviUky replied, 
adjlition te the passive rolr of 
espionage, there is an active role 
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Reader Who F eared ^ 

I s Shot td 

iUeath (in Hotel Herd; 
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WALTER lUUVlT&Ni. 
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Suicide Ruling 
Held Up After 
Frieuds Insist 
He Wag Slain 


(Pictures On PjjJe 2.) 

Gen. Walter GT Krivitsky, 
mysterious Stalin-hating refu* 
gee from Russia and farmer 
western European head of the 
Soviet Military Intelligence, 
was found shot to death yes- 
terday morning in his room at 
the Bellevue Hotel, 15 E Street 
Northwest. 

Coroner A. Magruder Mac- 
Donald first issued a certificate 
o?suicide, then recalled it after 
acquaintances of Kriviisky ex- 
pressed the belief that the foi^ 
mer Kremlin agent was assail 
ftina ted by th e OGPU (Russiaji 
Secret Police). ^ ^ 

*01 elzctt**^ j. 

\ o ° ~my 6 n 


Krivitsky was known to ha 
livlld in fear of the OGPU sin 1 ] 
his jj disclosure in 103P befoi 
the Dies Committee and 
Saturday Evening Post articlei 
of Russian espionage in the 
United States and throughout 
the world. He believed he was 
constantly pursued by Russian 
aecret agents. .. 

Curran, Police Confer 
District Attorney Edward M. 
Curran emergA from a con- 

f#rAnr^ nt rvnlilA W ae« 

MV«U^U04 H bXO 

last night with thief of Detec- 
tives Bernard Thompson and 
declared: 

“The case is not closed." 
While investigators first 
scouted the possibility of inter- 
national ftitrxgue, Curran said 
'he would jhave all the available 

facts in his hands bv mnrniflir 

1 "" ~ <f *• 

and would decide then wlit 
action was to be taken. 
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The district 
ported that three 
leen found 0V1 a table in Krivit. 
ak^-’s room, one in English one 
pi Russian and a third in Ger- 
man. None of them maAe ■ 
definite statement of suicidal 
intent, but all hinted at it* 

Visit to Trotsky Revealed j 

, One note, in English, was ad- j 
dtessed to Louis Waldman, his 
New York Lawyer, and asked 
him to provide for Krivitsky 
wife and son. Another, a long 
letter in Russian, was addressed 
to the dead man's wife. The 
tfliird, written in German, was 
t* “Susan Lafo," of N^V York 

<ri 


ity. I 

Waldman identified Miss 
-< Lafo n as Suzanne La Toilette, | 
who, he said, is a cousin of Sen- 
ator Robert M La Follette, of 
Wisconsin, and a magazine 
writer. 

Waldman, after examining 
the three notes, said the notes 
made the case look like sui- 
cide, but there were still many 
things that made him believe, 
he added, that Krivitsky did 
not kill himself. 

He revealed that Krivitsky 
ha|| recently completed pi a to 
y*nge Els name legally! to 
fA okef He was also planning 
jon buying a car, and to move 
|iis family to Virginia. All 
'these activities led Waldman to 
the belief that Krivitsky was 
Jiot contemplating death, 
t It was the note to Waldman, 
>dth whom Detective Chief 
{Thompson communicated when 
it was found, that put an inter- 
national aspect on the death of 
ihe man identified at first as 
Jnerely Samuel Ginsberg, Kri- 
|rit sky’s real name. 

* Leaving New York for Wash- 
ington to demand a “thorough 
Investigation,” Waldman de- 
clared, “there is no doubt in 

iny mind thpi this U the work 


I He taid Krivitsky bad com* to j 
#Va#hington late last week to *<f k j 
^Section of the Bureau of &i- 
^•JJigation, with which he had b«n ! 
_iocy>e rating in antiespionage wora. j 
(he FBI denied any connection wim 
She man. 

"Alwifi Feared OG?r 
Krivitaky** body was identified by 
Dr. James B, Matthews, Dies Com- 
dKlttee research director, who de- 
clared: 

- This Is fantastic and unbeliev- 
able Krivitsky always feared that 
the OGPU would get him. He once 

r >ld me. They’ll l*t me, sure as 
ell The OGPU is going to assas- 
linate Trotsky and me. When I’m 

{ ead, don't ever believe that I 
jtnmitted. suicide.* " 

; Conviction that Krlvitskx was 
Murdered was expressed alfco by 
Soria Shub, who was Krivrtsky’i in- 
terpreter before the Dies Com* 
Rolttee. 1 

r He Jold Gte United Press In New 
Jforkfthit Krivitsky was “too much 
pt an egotist to kill himself. ' had no 
financial reason to commit suicide 
and “Was almost fanatically devoted 
So hil wife and particularly his 
J- year-o Id son, on only child." 

5 Krivitsky had been dead about 
•be hours, Coroner MacDonald esti- 
mated, when hU^body was found at 
■:s0 a. m. by Thelma Jackson^ 21 , 
fcolored chambermaid, 

Boor hotel room, 

pistol n tiie Fleer 

• She had passed the __ . 

(mes during the morning and had 
(nocked etch time without getting 
in answer. When she finally en- 
tered with a passkey — the door was 
locked— she saw the costless and 
-hoelesa body on the bloodstained 

An automatic pistol, from which 
|n % shot had been fired lay on the 
(oof beside his shoes. An envelope 
lining the three notes and a 

S !anadlan passport was on a nearby 

««t I 

t The bullet had entered his hj 
lb rough the right temple 
Le Carrying a light canvas 
Jfcrtvitaky had registered at 
Yclock the previous afternoon 
What the desk dark described as 1 
frcmbling hand.* He had gone im- 
mediately to his room and ordered 
I bottle of soda, which was de- 
livered. From that lima hotel at- 
taches heard nothing from him. 

?§• noiHwi 

it TJier* vttt tv? outgoing telephone 
galls, no visitors and no occupants 
4ft the hotel heard a shot during the | 
^Cght, hotel employes said, j 

If The possibility that an assaarin 
might have entered a window, jftr* 
taps swinging down by a rope f»m . 
ghotherjwndow, was diacountedby 
4kieef?t^s. Neither was therfl'a 
{edge along which a killer cofild 
Save ^rawftd, nor « fire escape 


was found at 
Jackson* 21, 
In the fifth- 

1 

door eev^al 


1 


) 


Pt Inspector Thompson mid that ft 
tfooa and the window to Krivitskd 
were locked from the insia 
gwacuiding any possibility of a mJ 
derefi escape. There were i 
Julgorprinti on the piaiol- ThJ 

V*re washed out by blood stains. 

? Krivitsky bad signed the bob 
Wgister under the name of Walt* 
ffcroket of New York City* a nan 
fbich hi# attorney said the Russia 
gad decided to adopt legally. 

T WtldmuT* sitemest before ^ 
Shg New York said: 

; “In my opinion. Gen. KriviUk 
#d not commit suicide. He wj 
murdered by the OGPU. Only la 
Week in this office he told me thi 
Be was aware that he was be in, 
"do wed end that hi b life was ii 
(reat danger. 1 

particular Ifslfl far Fears" 

t •‘Having already given importan 
Information to tie Federal author: 
fee and being la possession of j 
great deal more, he asked m* t 
lhke up with the Federal Bureau o 
Investigation the question of hi 
jrotection. T 

t "He had particular reason for hi 
»ari because of the sudden appear 
^ce in this city (New York) of on. 
Of the deadbeat agents of th* 
OGPU" 

iWaldmtn said Krivitsky bnce ha* 
yen trailed from a retsaurant ii 
Sew York by two Russian agent 
Whom he recognized. He ducket 
®‘ l o in# office of a netrbT new# 
Q#P«r wd called police, who e* 
jmrtcd him to his quarters, 
tMrs. Tanya Krivitsky, the dea* 
t tkan’s wife, who Is understood t 

be hiding #wiy in New York wid 
their aon. iMexander, told the N ti 
York Timm that her husband lei 


1 


_ nd lei 

at city Wednesday on aeveral mil 
he wg 


ns. Ampng other things 
see Representative Martin Die 
Ad seek refuge for her and th 
vy in Virginia. 

^Waldman on arrival here las 
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night Mid Krfvftsky intended to f o 
to (Jharlotterville, V*., to look for 
a farm. Ha *aid the Russian was 
jaiJciouJ to And an isolated spot 
[wjere ha and his -wife and child 
! cdild live in safety ’from the Kui- 
sllm police.** 

The attorney Inferred that Xri- 
viUky sought particularly to hide 
Irom one of his enemies who had 
recently been released from Jail. 

Only last week, he said. KxlvtUTcy 
' and he. while walking together in 
New York, had seen “one of the 
OGPU * most prominent agents." 

He said that about five weeks 
■ ago Krivitsky, who had moved 
from country to country line# 
breaking with the Stalin regime, 
signified his intention of bee oraifig 
an American citizen and had ap- 
plied lor his Aril naturalisation 
t papers. He also had applied to 
Uhe New York Supreme Court to 
legalize Walter Prokef as his name, 
the attorney reported. 

On his arrival fftm New York, 
Waldman was met by Matthews 
and his first words to the Dies 
Committee agent were: "Well, you 
see what they do tg your witnesses, 
J. B " j 

Identified Also Lawyer 

The attorney told reporters that 
hla 'pient was to have temilled Pri- 
day.i before the CoudertJ commit- 
tee, ^ New York State Senate body 
investigating subversive jjpciivlues 
in New York schools. *feut had 
failed to show' up. 

Waldman wa« escorted to the 
City Morgue, where he confirmed 
Matthews* identification of Rrlvit- 
»ky. 

Matthews and Waldman are the 
only persons who identified the 
body. 

As Investigation of Krivitiky't 
death continued through the night, 
authorities maintained that 't was 
by bll physical indications a suicide. 

' Handwriting Corresponds 

District Attorney Curran laid the 
handwriting in notes lelt by the 
dead man corresponded with that on 
the hotel register. He Mid there 
was no doubt in hi* mind that it 
was suicide, but that he intended to 
make a thorough investigation. 

Curran also scouted the possi- 
bility that Krlvitsky's was a typical 
"Kremlin suicide/ 1 in which mem- 
ber* of the Stalin inner circle, fallen 
from the dictators grace, allegedly 
kill tbemselvfs tn snare their fam- 
ilies’ destruction by the OGPU. 

The theory was advanced unoffi- 
cially, however, that Krivitsky may 
have been driven to suicide by con- 
stant fear of assassination. 

Krivitsky told friend* some time 
ago that he had visited Leon Trot- 
sky in Mexico before the exiled 
Communist leader was assassinated 
laat summer and that Trotsky had 
be^swdfiirful both of them would be 
killed ^by^he OGPU. 

^ T^e Saturday Evening 


publishing an article by Krivitaky 
in April, 1939, aside 
*'Gen. Krivitsky, the on* le»in| 
survivor of the great purge its the 
Red Army, aerved in the Slvtet 
military intelligence department for 
nearly 14 years, until May, 1933 
He wii often sent abroad on highly 
confidential mission*. He was then 
appointed director of ifc* Soviet 
war industries institute, a post be 
held in 1933:34. The following year 
h* w as entrusted with the office 
of chief of the military intelligence 
in Wet tern Europe, in charge el 
the major secret operations of the 
Soviet abroad during 1935-37. 

^Krivitaky broke with Stalin at 
tha end of November, 1937, after 
the wholesale execution* of the top- 
ranking generals of the Red army, 
with whom he had been associated 
for 18 year*. Two attempt* were 
made upon his life by Stalin’* OGPU 
agents in Prance. Escaping from 
Stalina vengeance, Krivitsky re- 
cently came to the United Slate* 
as a refugee, having determined to 
give up all political activity, though 
he is still a believer in the true 
communism of Lenin,** 


"post, lfi 


wyer Views Krivitsky’s Body 'tt*. D. 4. Heads Investigators 





Lawyer View S Krivitsky’s Body . . . D. A. Heads Investigtitor3 
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To the Late Gen. Krivitsky 

Walter G. Krivitsky, former top* j however, the party wu important 
ranking Russian secret foreign | to ua, because It was pore clotaly 
agent, "who was found dead here 
yesterday, was not surprised by the 
Russian German mutual nonaggres- 
aim and economic pact which pre- 
ceded the outbreak of the. war. 

'The idea prevailing up to the 
Irei'ent Russian -German pact that 
,«uier and audin were mortal €u- 
'emies was pfre nwth," Krivitsky 
■wrote in "IrTI Stalin’s Secj^tSiry- 
jctl' published by USTDtf fit Broth- 
ers in 1939. "It wjas a distorted 
picture, created by clever camou- 
flage and the vapors of propaganda, 

dfij? true picture of thf i r relations 
was that of a persiftenl suitor who 
‘would not be discouraged by re- 
buffs. Stalin was the suitor. There 
was enmity on Hitler's aide. On 
Stalin's there was fear/* 

One reason why Moscow might 
have wished to erare Krivitsky was 
'fats willingness to disclose Commu- 
Inist party methods ih this country. 

U He had written in the same book: 

I “For all its long years of activity 
flap to 1035. the American Communist 
[party had almost nothing to ghow, 

Organized labor did 1 not respond to 




>iU Sj ujsarjs, «/M3 me f na» uj Ameri- 
can people were bately aware of its 
existence. " Even Jti those years, in its place/ 


connected than any other commu- 
nist party with our OGPU and Intel- 
ligence Service, During the mech- 
anization and motorization' of t ha 
Red army, we had members of toe 
American Communist Party as op 
agents in aircraft and automobile 

I J l_ BiitiiiUtMia k 1 ante I 

1 «L Mjr 4 C> ftjau ill ililiUiwwu# *!•«*-' 

"Wrth the ihouaandj of recnrJu 
enlisted tinder the banner of de- 
mocracy, the Communist Party j 
OGPU espionage ring in the United : 
States grew much larger and pene- 
trated previously untouched terri- 
tory' By carefully concealing their 
identity. Communists found their 
■way into hundreds of key positions. 
It became possible for Mosco* to 
influence the conduct of officials 
who would not knowingly approach 
a Comintern or OGPU agent wit(j a 

lC-iQoi pole. j 

*More challenging perhaps tfhn 
this success In espionage and pites- 
sure politics, is the Comintern's 
penetration into labor unions, pub- 
lishing houses, magazines and news- 
papers — a maneuver accompliiMd j 

W •• ah kinn ih* +**!»** 1 
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strict Attorney Joseph M. Curran (left) confers with 
J dtief of Detectives Bernard W. Thompson. Although pof ii* 
bi lity of international intrigue was at first scouted by j m- 
' vustigators, Curra ^ said iy would have all available f^fts 
J * m hand by (norning and then detide whit action tQ take i a 
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Ttiree Letters 
Of Krivitsky 

f The text* of three letters iden- 
U* t/n Krivitiky'* Kandujrif- 
i inp foUotu; 

The first. In English: 

-Dear Mr, W T aldman: * 

-My vile And my boy wilt 
ueef your help. Pic we do fir 
them what you can. Tours, v 

(Bhutd) WALTER KRIVITSKY, 

•+. S.— I went to Virginia be- 
es ose 1 know the! there I <u t»t 
the fun. If my friend* tbeuld have 
trouble, please, Mr, Waldman, help 
them. They ere food people, snd 
didn't know why t bought the 

!*■*" 

J The second, in Russian, snd »<L 
4rew^i to his wile, Jonill Gnu- 
fcer^. snd son, Aleh, 7: 1 J 

* "ThU b eery difficult snd I w« t 

to live very badly, hut It b impair 
} y 
oihle, I love you, my snly ehe. 

It U difficult for me to write, but 
think About me and then you will 
fender* tand that 1 must fo. Don't 
i^|] Alek yet where hb father b 
g Ine. I believe that In time you 
«in t£]i him. because it will be 
bijft for him. Forfiye, it Is very 
bird to write. Take care of him 
and be a food mother to him, 
be always quiet and never f 
fengry at him. 

? -Be b very food, and alwmjta 

* very pale. Good people will help 
you, but not enemies. I think my 
sins are blf. I see you, Toni* 
and Alek. I embrace you. 

L •'VELA” 

-T, g F — On the farm of Dober- 
tov 1 wrote thb yesterday, but I 
did not have any itrenfth in New 
York. I did not have any business 
in Wash inf ton. I went to see D: 
Irirtov because that b the on 
pipes I could |ti ike firearm. 

'■he third note, written In Ver- 
min and addressed, Id a friend of 


T 

u|y 


man ana aaaressea ■ lricua tu 
Krivitsky, Suzsnni y^s rollefi e, of 
New York ?Jlty F r rfid! 1 ' 

"Dear Buiatme: 1 1 

"I trust that yon are well, and 
I am dylnf with the hope that 
you will help Tonia and my poor 
boy. Yon were a food friend. # 

Wonra, " 

\ WALTER., 

W. B — I sl*o think about yoif 
brother and ^orothy ” - j 
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Suicide Ruling. 
Held Up .After ■*- 
Friends Insist , 
He Was Slain 

(Pictures On JP^e 2.) 

Gen. Walter G. KrivitA y, 
mysterious Stalin-hating refu- 
gee from Russia and former 
Western European head of thn 
Soviet Military Intelligence! 
was found shot death yes- 
terday morning in his room at 
the Bellevue Hotel, 15 E Street 
Northwest. 

Coroner A. Magruder Mac- 
Donald first issued a certificate 
of suicide, then recalled it after 
acquaintances of Krivitsky ex- 
pressed the belief that the for- 
Sner Kremlin agent was Wbjfi 
ainated by the OGPU (Russia^ 
;Sepret Police), \ 

Ikrivitsky was known to ha A 
•Jived in fear of the OGPU fine# 
his disclosure in 1939 before 
the Dies Committee and in 
Saturday Evening Post articles 
of Russian espionage in the 
United States and throughout 
the world. He believed he w*s 
constantly pursued by Russian 
aecret agents, 

Curran, Police Confer v 
j District Attorney Edward M* 
^Curran emerged from a cm* 
.f&ence at police headquarters 
Uit night with Chief of Detetr- 
ti[res Bernard Thompson and 
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**The ca ge Is not closed." 
While investigatac*— 


test 


■ecouted the possibility of inters 
national intrigue, Curran aaid 
he would have all the available 
facts in his hands by morning 
and would decide then what 
action was to be taken. 

The district attorney re- 
ported that three ” letters had 
been found on a table in Krivit- 
aky*s room, one in English, ohe 
an Russian and a third in Get- 
In an. None of them madri 1 a 
^definite statement of suicidal 
intent, but all hinted at it. 

Visit to Trotsky Revealed 

One note, in English, was ad- 
dressed to Lou i \-W aid m an, his 
New York^Lawyer, and asked 
him to provide for Krivitsky'a 
wife and son. Another, a long 
letter in Russian, was addressed 
to the dead man’s wife. The 
third, written in German, was 
to “Susan Lafo, n of New Y<&k 

- Waldman identified Mfkl 
*Litfo" as Suzamjfe La Follette, 
whp } he said, is a cousin of Sen- » 
ator Robert M. La Follette, of 
Wisconsin, and a magazine 
writer. 

Waldman, after examining 
the three notes, said the notes 
made the case look like sui- 
cide, but there were still many 
things that made - him believe, 
he added, that Krivitsky did 
not kill himself. * 


vitsk; | 


f He revealed that Kri 
bad recently completed plans 

J Bee SHOT, Fife fc, Column 
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Gen; Krivifsky 
Shot to Death 
In Hotel Here 

SHOT, from Fife L 
change his name legally to 
“Prokef.” He was also planning 
on buying a car, and to move 
his family to Virginia. All 
these activities led Waldman 
the belief that Krivitsky waj 
not contemplating death. 

; It was the note to Waldman, 
with whom Detective Chief 
Thompson communicated wh$n 
it was found, that put an inter- 
national aspect on the death of 
the man identified aj. first as 
merely Samuel Ginsberg, Kri- 
vilsky's real name. *. 

Leaving New York for Wash- 
ington to demand a "thorough 
investigation,” Waldman de- 
clared, “there is no doubt in 
my mind that this is the work of 
the OGPIT* 

He said KrivJtiky had come to 
Washington late last week to seek 
protection of the Bureau of In- 
vestigation, with which he had bee* 
cooperating in antiespionage WorjJ. 
The FBI denied any connection wim 

"Ui man, , . «r ' “* ... - Jj 
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*Alway« Feirtd OGFtT 

'7fCnviti3cy’*iody was identified by 
Dr, James B . yfatthew s, Die* Com- 
mittee^ research director, who de- 
clared: , U 1 

^‘Thui i« fantastic and unbeliev- 
able. KriviUky always feared that 
OGPU wouid get him. He uu« 
toid me. ‘They’ll get me. sure as 
hell The OGPU i» coin* to uus- 
alnate Trottky and me. When l m 
dead, don't ever believe that t 
committed suicide.' ** 

^Conviction thit Krivitskj 

ffiyrdhr^u was express.-'- Q¥ | 

Hons fhub. who was KriviUky * m- j 
'Jrprfler before the Dies Coni- ! 

^llttee. ^ ! 

H* told the Untied Frew In NAW ; 
York that KriviUky was “too much, 
at an egotist to kill himself. 1 ' had no 
r*Q*rtft tn commit suicide j 

*tid "was almost fanatically devoted j 
to his wife and particularly hi* . 
7-year-old son, an only child/' ! 

KriviUky had been dead about l 
itx hours. Coroner MacDonald esti- 
mated, when hi* body Was found at 
2;$Q a. m. by Thf lmajJackso n. 21, 
certored chambef inaul.^it U»e fiith- 
floor hotel room. 

FUtol on the Floor 

6he bad parsed the door aeveral 
times during the morning and had 
knocked each time without getting 
an answer. When the finally fes- 
tered with a passkey— the door |v»* 
locked— she saw the coatlesa knd 
slbeiew body on the bloodshed 

jUn automatic pistol, from which j. 
rite shot had been fired lay on th* j 
;i?^or beside hi* ahoea. An envelope j 
'containing the three note* and a 
Canadian passport wai on a nearby , 
d«*k- • 

Jha bullet had entered hi* head . 
through the right temple, t ^ 

Carrying a light canvas bag. 
KriviUky had registered at 5-40 
o'clock the previous afternoon with 
Vhat the desk clerk described a# rU 
trembling hand." He had gone irk- 
ftoediateiy to hi* room and orderud 
b bottle of soda, which was df- 
4ivered, From that time hotel 

1 J ,l: Vifn 

lecnes nearu nc i.ujug uvuj ■■ 





Jif She t H earl ^ ^ ’ 

r p <Thai^,were no outgoing telephone 
calls, no visitor* and no occupants 
©f*the hotel heard a ahot during the 

3 ht, hotel employe* said. 

he possibility that an assavin 
(ht have entered a window, per^ 
b^p* swinging down by a rope from 
another window, wai discounted by 
detectives. Neither was there a 
ledge along which a killer could 
have crawled, nor a lire escape 
namby. 

Inspector Thompson said that the 

ddor and the window to KriviUky'* 

1— -.1 J #_ AM> It 

IW1U WCiC iwvawyi uuin 

precluding any possibility of a mur- 
derer's eacape. There were no 

I jdfigerprlnts on the pistol. They 
Were washed out by blood stains, fl 
fCrivitsky had signed the bot^l 
if^ister under the name of 
iPsckfi^ of New York City, i ntikc 
% iAffh^his attorney said the Rusal in 
\ had decided to adopt legally. 

' Waidman's statement before leav- 
ing New York said: 

M In my opinion, Gen. KriviUky 
did not commit suicide. He was ! 
murdered by the OGPU. Only last! 
week in this office he told me that | 
he was aware that he was being 
shadowed and that his life was in 
great danger, " I 

^Particular Reason fur Fean" 

?Tfaving already given important 
Injonnaticm to the Federal authori- 
ties and being in possession [SI a 
[treat deal more, he asked iqe to 
1 lake up with the Federal Burei u pf 
’ Investigation the question ojj his 
JpA>tection. - 

\ ^He had particular reason for his 
fear* because of the sudden appear- 
ance in this city (New York) of one 
of the deadliest agents of the 
OGPU." , ' 

Waldman said KriviUky once had 
been trailed from a retsaurant in 
New York by two Russian agents 
whom he recognised. He ducked 
into the office of a nearby news- 
paper and called police, who es- 
corted him ti his quarters. 

gflrs. Tan jra\ KriviUk y, the dead 
min's Wfiftr wfitT Tfc^linderstood .to 
be hiding away In New York 
their son, Alexander, told the New j 
York Times that her husband uefl 
it city Wednesday on several «is- 
90*. Among other things b«j Vf£ 
( pu, see Representative Maj^LnsD^M 
j tod seek refuge for her ana Tie 
L oy in Virginia. fl 


a 
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^Krivitsky intended to fo 
T to Ch trloi t?-5vHl?, v. t tn look for 
a firm. He Mid the Russian was 
anxious to find an iaolated *pot 
where he and hi* wife and child 
Jcould live in safety 'trom the Rus- 
sian police * 

The attorney Inferred that Kri- 
# -vitsky sought particularly to hide 
Jfrom one of his enemiee who had 
'recently been released from jail, 

| Only last week, h^ said, KrivIUky 
| and he, while walking together in 
tJtfew' York, had seen “one of the 
fpGFU* most prominent agents."* 
j He said that about five weeks 
Ago Krivif*ky t who had moved 
from country to country since 
breaking with the Stalin regime, 
signified his intention of becoming 
an American citizen and bad ap- 
plied for his first naturalization 
papers, life also had applied to 
the New York Supreme Court to 
legalize Walter Prokef u his name, 
the attorney reported. 

On his arrival from New York, 
Waldrrvan was met by Matthews 

W!- ■*—+ .. Mm * - - t\I 

■UU 4JL|» U_i WW1U* WJ UiC yiB 

Committee agent were: "'Well, you 
mee what they do to your witnesses, 

*. B ■" 

Identified AUe Lawyer 

The attorney told reporters thlt 
his ^client was to have testified Fri- 
day before the Coudert comm t- 
tee. 1 a New York State Senate bajy 
investigating subversive activities 
in - 2 New York schools, but had 
failed to show up. 

Waldman was escorted to the 

^ ■ # V Ifnrffiia wka w* Ka Knn Aeena^ 

V« V l 4fclVU 

Matthews* identification of Krivit- 

*ky. 

Matthews ?nd Waldman are the 
only persona who identified the 

.body. 

As Investigation of Krlvitsky** 
death continued through the night, 
authorities maintained that i was 
by all physical indication* a suicide. 

Handwriting Carres panda 

District Attorney Cumn said the 
handwriting in notes left by the 
dead man corresponded with that <m 
the hotel register. He said there 
was no doubt in his mind that 
was suicide, but that he intended 
make a thorough investigation. 

Curran also scouted the phuJ- 
bilitv that Krivitaky’s was a typical 
"Iprimlin suicide," in which mem- 
b<ir* of the Stalin inner circle, fallen 
frtm the dictator's grace, allegedly 
kill themselves to spare their fam- 
ilies 1 destruction by the OGPU, 

The theory was advanced unoffi- 
cially, however, that Krivitsky may 
have been driven to suicide by con- 
stant fear of assassination. 

Krivitsky told friends tomb time 


—r- = ?! ~ — "* t 

publishing as article ^y^UiiwCy 
in April, 1932, -gli: . 1 1 \ 

*Gen. KxivJtaky, the one leading 
survivor of the great purge in the 
Red Army, served in the Soviet 
military intelligence department for i 
nearly 14 yean, until May, 1933. J 
He was often aeot abroad'on highly 
confidential missions. He was then 
appointed director of the Soviet 
war industries Institute, a *> 06 t lfc 
held in 1233-34. The following yeif 
he was entrusted with the 
of chief of the military intelligence 
in Western Europe, in charge of 
the major secret operations of the 
Soviet abroad during 1235-37, 
“Krivitsky broke with Stalin at 
the end of November, 1337, after 
the wholesale executions of the top- 
ranking generals of the Red army, 
with whom he had been associated 
for II year*. Two attempts i ere 
made upon hi* life by Sulip 1 * <X PU . 
agents in Prance, Escaping ^‘om 
Stalin’* vengeance, Krivitsky^re- 
cently came to the United State* 
as e refugee, having determined fo 
give up all political activity, though 
he Is still a believer In the trije 
communism of Lenin.** jj 


} 

\ 


re 
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ago that he had visited I^pnYJYot* 
,*£j> in Mexico before the ^Uiled 
Cqj/rirnunlst leader was assassinated 
last summer and that Trotsky had 
beun fearful both of them would bt 
, killed by the OGPU. 

ijhe Saturday Evening Post, in 
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KHvitsky Revealed Tactics*-—* 
Of OGPU Before Dies Group 


Gen, Waller Krivitsky, the Ruf- 
fian revolutionary Ugure whose ca- 
reer closed with a bullet In hi* head, 
told the Dies Committee in October. 
1639, thgt the OGPU, Russian secret 
police, tracked down Stalin's foes' in 
foi feign lands and kidnaped and 
interfered them “if necessary," 
ffren . 1 Krivitsky appeared before 
the committee On October 11 and re- 
lated in detail the machinations of 
the fcommunlst Patty *bd the party's | 
political TeadFrs dominated by Stalin ! 

He revealed that the rank and file j 
of the party and many of Its leaders * 
during the years preceding 1636 
hoped “that the party or through 
the party we would gradually enter 
into a period of greater democracy 
In the party and through the party 
in the country as well.” 

In 1936 and 1937, Stalin, he said, 
purged from hla party all elements 
that would have been the basis for 
democratization. He then told how 
the party's International branches 
are under the complete domination 
of Moscow and how the aecret police 
not oply act as international spies 
but keep in constant touch with 
Ri ssians and others living abroad 
wlio are known to oppose Stalin. 

[Juring hii testimony Krivitsky 
revealed the terrible thoroughness 
of thelpGPU and thereby suggested 
a reason lor his death, whether it 
was murder or suicide. Every mem- 
ber of the Communist Early In the 
United States Is “potentially' 1 avail- 
able to the OGPU for assistance 
■In Us activities, be discloaed. 

In other words, Krivitsky. an ob- 
'tious foe of Stalin because of his 
testimony before the committee and 
bis many writings in the ypripg of 
1639. was subject to shadowing not 
onlj by OGPU agents but by hun- 
dreds of Communists in this 
country* 

Curves Terrorism ^ 

L I know that these people are re- 
cruited for the OGPU from the Com- 
tnvWsl Party and from organizations 
which are regarded as sympathetic 
with the Communist Party, and that 
often, for a particular job,, it was 
more advantageous to use a person 
who was actually not a member of 
the party/* , 

Previously, Uw general had been 
asked by Rhea£jV T hiUey, committee 
counsel, iTthe OGPU ever takes 
•‘positive action** in event an indi- 
vidual outside Russia •'become* auf- 

S cientjy dangerous to the Soviet 
overnment and its interests?** 

, “Yes air.*' Krivitsky replied, "In 
addition to the passive role of 
ionsge, there la an active role 


beginning wife their com promising 
those people and discrediting them, 
and extending to kidnaping and 
murdering them, if necessary." 

A campaign to discredit Krivitsky. 
it was recalled, was launched by 
Communist publications ih this 
country after appearance of faU ar- 
ticles on the Soviet in the Saturday 
Evening Post. 

KjiyjLiky said be was born 
Ufl fciusberg on June 28. 18907 
a cfly In western Ukraine which 
was a part of Poland tin 

b*njTTTJT tea tided, 




.^pi° 


THE WASHINGTON POST 
February II. 1941 


0 


‘Another Trotsky Case* 

Kyivitsky’s Attorney 
Seeks FBI Action * 

•7 United 

Friends of the late Walter G. Krivitsky insisted todav 
that he was assassinated by an agent of the Soviet secret 
police, and clamored for an FBI investigation. 

Krivttskj's story of his past A headf — 1 

of the Western European Diviion of j 
the secret police, a director ol spies 
and assassins, is so well documented 
and detailed that few doubt It. Hr 
was found with a bullet in ins head in 
his room in the Bellevue hotel at 15 E- 


8POTTED AN AGENT 

AJJ evidence points to suicide, but .{ 
Krivitsky himself had described the 
methods of GPU assassions who often j 
made their victims appear suicides. * 
And only last week he saw in New York 
City a man he recognized, thru pre- j 
vlous associations, as one of the GPU s 
most clever assassins 

That man was trailing him, accord- ' 
ing to Krivitsky s attorney. Louis Wakl- . 
man of New York City, who today for- 
mally asks the PBI to take over be- 
cause “it is another Trotsky case ” Leon 
Trotsky, associate of Lenin and a pow- 
er in Russia until exiled by Stalin, was 
assassinated In Mexico City last sum- 
mer, 

Kiivitsky's wife Insists he was assas- 
sinated So does Boris Shub. his intftr 
'pretlr. They all say that for more than 
a year Krivitsky had lived in fearer 
his WTe. t 

t REASONS FOR SUSPICION 

Uf WflMmcn lie i &A iViv*** ^oenn<- 

V-V . TrmvuAaiftAi VU4 v u A V CW4 

why police should not close the case as 
a suicide, but should seek an assassin.; 

1. Questionable authenticity of the 
“suicide** notes. He said the GPU has 
specimens of KrivJtsky’s handwriting ! 
“in every language" and that the GPU j 
Is recognized as “expert at forgery.’’ j 

7 Krivitsky talked to him in New 
York last week of buying a farm In 
Virginia for himself and his family, Mr. 
Waldman said "all of his plans were of 
« man not Inclined to self-destruction 
suicide or even pessimism, but of a man 
arranging to start a new life.” 

Mr. Waldman said Krivitsky was 
convinced he could no longer live 
Safely in New York and was especial- 
ly eager to get away from Industrial 
centers where GPU agents center 
their operation. He wanted the Vir- 
ginia farm as a hide-away from his 
pursuers, Mr. Waldman said, 

3. Within the past three weeks, Kri- > 
Titsky had been Informed that “a 
special GPU agent named Hans had f 

truvnrMl In Uotl* Vm> 1> ra UT*- TXTr.1,4 ! 

*** *a t ft v/t %. wi . f? oiu- j 

man said Krivitsky told him the man 1 
wte g Ulead killer" and his me CKri- 1 

ViUky’s) was not sale. , ’ 


STRICTLY POLICE CASE 

FBI and State Department officAls 
said they plan no investigation. B\^U _ 
Depfrtment spokesmen said it is ! 

ly a Jtase for the police. C 

Washington police had written the 
cuso off at a suicide, hut reopened 
K for investigation. They asked 
Charlottesville, Va., authorities to 
find a man named ‘Dobertov, ” who, 
according to one of the notes found 
In Krivitsky** room In Krivitsky** 
handwriting, provided him with the 
revolver that ended his life 
Krivitsky's body was found yesterday 
morning Beside the body was a 38- 
caliber revolver. In the room were the 
three notes, one In Russian addressed 
to his wife; another In English to Mr. 
Waldman, the third In German to 
“Dear Suzanne*'— identified by Mr. 
Waldman as Suzanne La Follette, New 
York writer and cousin of Sen Robert 
M. Follette (Prog., Wts.L 

BuJknne La Follette Is well known in 
New w ork literary and Trotskylte cir- 
cles. Ishe formerly was editor of the 
now fcefunct magazine Freeman, and 
was contributing editor of The Nati«i. 
She was a member of a commitfre 
which in 1938 held a “trial” in Mexjfo 
City of Soviet charges that Trotsky 
had plotted to overthrow the Soviet 
regime. Trotsky testified and was "ac- 
quitted *' 

, SIGNATURES THE SAME 

Ira GulUcson, metropolitan police 
handwriting expert, said there Is no 
doubt the signature on the hotel reg- 
ister and the "suicide” notes were 
written by the same man. He said 
Krivitsky apparently wrote the note to 
his wife last because, unlike the other 
two, It showed nervous stress, 

(To his wife he wrote in Russian, 
addressed to his wife Tanya and his 
son. Alek): 

"Dear Tanya and Dear Alek: 

‘It is very difficult. I want to live 
Aery badly, but It is impossible. I lo\e 
you, my only one It b difficult 
me to write, but think about me 
then you will understand that I mi) 
go. Don't tell Alek yet where 
fat her h^ gone. I believe that 
tune ybu will tell him, because it will 
« . • best fee him. Forgive, U Is very 

/Oo "/// 








and 

* !' 
7 wife 


hard to write. Take care of him, 

I be ft good mother to him and 
) waufc quiet and never get angry 

wfNT TO GET GUn | 

“He Is very good and always very 
pale. Good people will help you, but ; 
not enemies. I think my sins are big. t 
I see you, Tanya and Alek. I embrace 

7 CHL 

“Yours. Vela J 

“On the farm of Dobertov, I wrote J 
this yesterday, but I did not have any ! 
strength in New York. I did not have 
any business In Washington. I went 
to see Dobertov, because that Is the 
onl^ place I could get the firearm.” 

T ri rUrmin »a t > tlullX- 




■^1 — ■ .. «v vuuuuic U» (WiCIlCt 

NeJ York”writer and second cotmin 
of len Robert M. La FoUettee 
Wis), he wrote: 

“Dear Buzannc: 

' "I trust that you are well, and I am 
dying with the hope that you will help 
Tanya and my poor boy. You were a 
good friend. 

“Yours, Walter. 

“I also think about your brother and 
l Dorothy.” 

LETTER TO WALDMAN 

In English, addressed to Mr. Wald- 
man. be wrote: 

“Dear Mr, Waldman : 

"My wife and my boy will need your 
help. Please do for them what you 
can. (Signed) Walter Krivitsky. 

"I went to Virginia because I know 
that there I can get a gun. If my 
friyds have trouble, please, Mr. Wald- 
maV help them.*’ 

m\ three notes were written on plain 
p&jtr headed only by "ChariottesvUll ’ * 
— cjiarlottesville, Va . where Mr, Wall- 
man said Krivitsky planned to seen a 
haven for his wife and family. | 
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FASSs KEY POSSIBLE 

„ The door to Krivitsky s fifth floor 
rfjom fcas locked, but anyone with a 
pips key could have opened It. A 
cAambermajd did so when she 1 
djived no response to her knock. Q ic 
called hotel officials after finding trie 
body. 

Other means of access to the room 
are discounted There is no ledge on 
the outside of the building along which 
an assassin could have crept to enter 
the window. Nor is there a fire es- 
cape. Possibility of anyone having de- 
scended to the window by a rope from 
a room abov# is not believed likely, 

J. B- Matthews special inv«tigator 
for Rep. Martin Dies (D,. Tex ), who 
knew Krivitsky well and identified the 
body, said Trotsky told him before his 
| death that he feared both he and 
. Krivitsky would be assassinated 

I FOUND FULLY CLOTHED 

j He did not know whether the Dies 
[ Committee would investigate his death, 
but Rep. Dies is en route here from 
Chicago to help steer a resolution ex- 
tending the life of his committee thru 
the House today. 

Krivitsky registered for a i2£0-a- 
day at the Bellevue Hotel Sunday 
night as "Walter Poref.” which he fre- 
quently used. “Poref" is hxs wife’s 
maiden name. Hotel attaches said he 
apparently had no visitors. The night 
clerk thought he seemed nervous when 

I he registered. 

Hotel officials found his body— Jully 
| clothed except for coat and shoeL— on 
the bed. Coroner MacDonald hsaid 
death occurred “some time during! the 
night.' 1 He issued a certificate o/Msui- 
tide but recalled 11 after Mr. WaTdman 
njade his charges. 

SOUGHT FBI HELP < j 

Only one shell of the revolver had ! 
been discharged and that bullet had 
entered Kn vitsky's brain thru the ! 
right temple. Police could locate no I 
one in the hotel who heard the shot, • 
Mr. Waldman said his client had i 
sought his help to obtain protection ' 
from the FBI. which denied that it 
had been. In communication with him 
at any time. 

Krivitsky first came to this country 
tn November, 1938 , on a visitors visa 
horn Pans. Since then his visa has 
been extended several times. 

Born Samoel Ginsberg, he became 
prominent in this country In 1939 when 
he told the Dies Committee that he 
had broken a 20-year "association with 
Stalin in 1937 after the Soviet purge 
and, in consequence, feared assassina- 
tion by OGPU agents. He had written 
a series of articles for the Saturday 
’ Evening post purporting to expose 
world' wide Communist intrigues. 

When his magazine articles appeai'ed 
In the spring and summer of 1939, 
there was some difficulty about re- 
newal of the visa, Mr Waldman said, 
but It was straightened out and after 
that he went to Canada where he re- 
— -mauied until October. WO „ Since 
flat* ha hi* family havt^WM 177- 
tng in New York City. 
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THE AASHISGTON-TIKES hera ^."S Iq N A G fORMER T NA2I R STORK TROOPER* 
DOBERT, WHOSE HUSEAND DESC WASHINGTON FROM HER C KARLOTTES VI 1 

he uas F0UND SH0T T0 D C 


St KSRm^^cSSKviLU f 

FR1DAY G To’pURCHASE ’a PIS TO L *FOR PROTECTI°N^ TIMES -HERALD, Hf 

TARGET PRACTICE LAI 

^ EE ^fS; s ALWAYS POOLING WITH the GUN,’ DOBERT WAS QUOTED. *1 «R. 
him IT DIDN’T HAVE ANY SAFETY CATC . 2/ll „. uo g27P JE 
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THE FBI SAID TODAY IT HAD NO INTEREST IN THE KRIVITSKY CASE. IT 


SAID THAT WHETHER GEN. WALTER G. KRIVITSKY WAS A SUICIDE OR WAS MURDERE 
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"IT IS A LOCAL MATTER FOR THE METROPOLITAN POLICE," A FBI SPOKESMAN 
SAID AFTER LOUIS WALDMAN, ATTORNEY FOR KRIVITSKY AND THE LATE LEON 


TkOTSKY, CONFERRED WITH INSPECTOR AL ROSEN OF THE FBI INTELLIGENCE 
DIVISION. "THE CORONER HAS CALLED IT SUICIDE. EVEN IF THE CORONER 
CALLS IT MURDER, IT IS STILL A MATTER FOR THE LOCAL POLICE. WE ARE 
MAKING NO INVESTIGATION." 

WALDMAN INSISTED THAT KRIVITSKY WAS MURDERED AND THAT THE CIRCUM- 
STANCES INDICATING SUICIDE WERE THE CLEVER INVENTIONS OF WHAT HE 
CALLED STALINIST AGENTS* 

BARNARD W. THOMPSON, DETECTIVE CHIEF OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
POLICE, HOWEVER, SAID AFTER A NIGHT-LONG INVESTIGATION, WHICH INCLUDED 
AN AUTOPSY, THAT EVERY BIT OF EVIDENCE POINTED TOWARD SUICIDE. 

"UP TO THE PRESENT OUR INVESTIGATORS HAVE FOUND NOTHING TO SUBSTAN- 
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EVIDENCE POINTS TO SELF-DESTRUCTION AND WE HAVE NO OTHER INFORMATION 
THAN THAT FROM KRIVITSKY’S ATTORNEY TO SUPPORT THE THEORY OF MURDER." 
2/1 1— R1104A 
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THE RESOLUTION CONTINUING THE COMMITTEE TO APRIL, 1942, WAS PASSED 
353 TO 6 ON A ROLL CALL VOTE* REPS. DICKSTEIN, FRANK HOOD, THOMAS H. 
ELIOT, RUDOLPH TENEROWICZ, THOMAS E. SCANLON, AND VITO MERCANTONIO, 
VOTED AGAINST IT. 

THE HOUSE THEN APPROPRIATED $150,000 FOR THE COMMITTEE, WHICH 
PREVIOUSLY RECEIVED A TOTAL OF $235,000. 

SPEAKER RAYBURN APPOINTED REP. HARRY P. BEAM TO THE COMMITTEE 
SUCCEED JOHN J. DEMPSEY, OF NEW MEXICO, NOW A MEMBER OF THE U.S. 
MARITIME COMMISSION. 
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Cproner MacDonald Revealsf 
Texts of Krivitsky Notes 


Notes which were found In the 
room in which Gen. Walter Krt- 
vitsky was shot to death were read 
in Tjewsmen at the Morju! i«« t 
night by Coroner A. Magruder Mac- 
Donald. 

The letters, he explained, were 
written on stationery bearing the 
letterhead "Charlottesville. Va.” and 
nothing more. The first, written in 
English, was addressed to Mr. w wo- 
man. It said: 

"Dear Mr. Waldman: 

"My wile and my boy will need 
your help, please do for them wh&t 
you can. 

"Tours, Waiter Krivitsky. 

"I went to Virginia because I 
know that there I can get a gun. 
If my friends get in trouble piease 
help them They are good people 
and they didn’t know why I got the 
gun ” 

Letter to Wife ind Bon. 

The second letter was in Russian 
and addressed to his wife and their 
7-year-old son, whose address in 
New York has been kept secret. It 
said: 

"Dear Tonia and Alek: 

"It is very difficult, but I want to 
live very badly, but it i& impossible. 
I love you. my only one. It is diffi- 
cult for me to write, but think about 
me a nd then you will understand 
that"! mUS! go. Don't tell Alek yet 
where his father is gone. I believe 


that in time you will teU him, be- 
cause it will best for him. 

"Forgive. It U very hard to write. 
t»v» mt* nt him *r* d be * good 
mother to him and be always quiet 
and never get angry at him. He is 
very good and always very pale. 
Good people wiU help you but not 
enemies. My sins are very big. 

“I see you Tonia and Alek. I 
embrace van. 

"Yours.' I 

"Vela. 

"On the Farm of Dobertov— I 
wrote this yesterday, but I did not 
have any strength in New York. 

I did not have any business in 
Washington. I went to see Dobertov 
because that is the only place I 
could get firearms " 

Name Unexplained. 

No one was available last night 
to wcplain who Dobertov is. Neither 
the man's wife nor Mr. Waldman 

V.a /4 A-., or- K*»rl •„*k * 

**““ viw* u Ui OMLII V yuouii. 

The third letter was written In 
German. It was addressed to 
"Suzanne* who. Mr. Waldman ex- 
plained, Is Suzanne La Follette, a 
cousin of the Wisconsin political 
family and a liberal writer. It aaid: 

"Dear S usai ige : 

"I trust that -you are well 
am dying with the hope th 
will help Tonia and my poc 
You were a good friend. 

‘"Yours, Walter. 

"I also think about your brother 
and Dorothy.” 

— : — ;* -._w— v 
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REP. MARTIN DIES, IN A STATEMENT ISSUED THROUGH THE OFFICES OF HIS 
COMMITTEE ON UNANERICAN ACTIVITIES, SAID TONIGHT THAT THE LATE GENERAL 
WALTER -KRI VITSKY HAD CONSIDERED IT INEVITABLE THAT HE WOULD DIE AT THE 
SENDS OF RUSSIAN - POLICE AGENTS. 

DIES SAID THAT FINAL JUDGMENT ON THE QUESTION OF MURDER OR SUICIDE 
IN THE CASE RESTED WITH DISTRICT OF COLUMEIA AUTHORITIES, BUT THAT 
KRIVITEKY HAD CONSIDERED ASSASSINATION "AT THE HANDS O r STALIN’S 
KILLERS'* TO BE THE INEVITABLE END OF HIMSELF AND LEON TROTSKY, WHO WAS 
KILLED IN MEXICO CITY. 

DIES* STATEMENT SAID: 

"THE FATAL SHOOTING OF GEN. WALTER KRI VITSKY RAISES MANY QUESTIONS 
OF THE GRAVEST MOMENT. 

"FOR ALMOST TWO YEARS OUR COMMITTEE HAS KNOWN THAT THE LONG ARM OF 
THE RUSSIAN TERRORISTS HAS BEEN STRETCHED ACROSS THE ATLANTIC IN AN 
EFFORT TO REACH AND DESTROY KRIVITSKY. 

"WHEN THE FORMER HEAD OF THE WESTERN EUROPEAN DIVISION OF THE SCVIE 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE (KRIVITSKY) WAS A WITNESS BEFORE OUR COMMITTEE, 
HE EXPLAINED TO ME IN GREAT DETAIL THE DANGER OF HIS ASSASSINATION 
AT THE HANDS OF STALIN'S AGENTS. HE WAS RELUCTANT TO APPEAR BEFORE 
CUR COMMITTEE, LEST HE BE MORE EASILY SPOTTED BY STALIN’S KILLERS. 

"I AM NOT AT THIS TIME PASSING FINAL JUDGMENT ON THE QUESTION OF 
MURDER OR SUICIDE IN THE CASE OF GEN. KRIVITSKY. THAT IS A QUESTION 
FOR THE DISTRICT AUTHORITIES TO DETERMINE AFTER A THOROUGH I NVESTI GATI 
OF ALL THE FACTS. 

"BUT I AM PREPARED TO STATE THAT OUR COMMITTEE IS IN POSSESSION 
CP THE FULLEST INFORMATION ON THE METHODS OF ASSASSINATION EMPLOYED BY 
STALIN'S AGENTS, AND THAT THESE METHODS WERE DESCRIBED TO US EY NONE 
OTHER THAN GEN. KRIVITSKY HIMSELF. 

"THE GENERAL EXPLAINED TO ME WHAT HE CONSIDERED THE INEVITABLE END 


OF HIMSELF AND LEON TROTSKY AT THE 


KILLERS. SHORTLY 
COMMITTEE'S 


WHATEVER INFORMATION 


HANDS OF STALIN'S 

AFTER HE GAVE ME THIS INFORMATION, I SENT ONE OF OUR 
AGENTS TO MEXICO CITY IN AN ATTEMPT TO OETAIN 
TROTSKY POSSESSED ON THE METHODS AND IDENTITY OF STALIN'S KILLERS IN 
THIS COUNTRY. 

"BOTH TROTSKY AND KRIVITSKY WERE CONVINCED THAT THEY WOULD MEET 
VIOLENT DEATHS AT THE INSTIGATION OF STALIN HIMSELF. 

KRIVITSKY IN PARTICULAR CAUTIONED US AGAINST BELIEVING THAT HIS D 
IT CAME, WOULD BE A SUICIDE. 

2/1 1--W06 16PCJER 
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THE SOVIET RUSSIAN SECRET POLICE EITHER DROVE GEN. WA1. TFR Q . 

KRI VIT-KY TO SELF-DES.TRUCTI ON OR ACTUALLY LIQUIDATED HIM FOR EETRAYI! 
THE SECRETS OF JOSEF STALIN, THE FORMER SOVIET SPY CHJEF’S LAWYER SA 
TODAY. . sj 1 

WHETHER IT WAS MURDER _OR _£IIT C T DF , ATTORNEY 1 Pin ’gj lrALDMAN -SAI D 

" THE G PU IS RESPCN3IE L F FO R .iLUMJ)£ATH . R — 

THE MANNER OF KRI VI TSKY V S VIOLENT PASSING I: 
QUESTION* 

INFORMATION TO OUR GOVERNMENT ABOUT RUSSi 
BE SAFE FROM GPU TERROR?" ' / 


IN ANY CASE, HE SAID, 

TRANSCENDED BY THIS EROADER 
"CAN A PERSON FURNISHING 
ESPIONAGE, HERE AND ABROAD, 

^ALDMAN, CLAIMED THAT KRIV1TSKY _HAH__EURNISHED "VALUAELE ESPIONAGE 
_I \ F C HXAIE&E —STATE MLEEi RTMZN T AN DML HF F£ 1 . BOTH DEPART MENT? 

HEILIX D T HIS. KRI VITSKY DID EXPOSE TO A CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE > 
WHAT HE PURPORTED TO BE A COMMUNIST PLOT OF WORLD INTRIGUE. •/ ' 

WALDMAN A SSAILED THE FBI'S R EFUSAL TO INVESTIGATE. _ 

"IF KRI VITSKY COULD EE DGNIT~AWAY WITH EITHER BY MURDER OR BY EEIN< 
DRIVEN TO TAKE HIS LIFE," HE SAID, "HOU CAM THE FEDERAL AUTHORITIES 
EXPECT COOPERATION IN THEIR FIGHT AGAINST THE FIFTH COLUMN FROM PEOPI 
WITH LESSER STRENGTH OF CHARACTER THAN KRI VITSKY?" 

"CE NTRA! KRIVITSKY’S DEATH IS A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO OUR FEDERAL 

l5jTTfTT3IC£BlL. " ‘ : ~ ' 

ATTORNEY HEX-HAD FURNISHED THF TPT t,ttjh DoruMFMTflpy rumrj 


■J « GLNTiL! 

fti* j/^JLQVEXS^SL 
ft — ^ THE AT 
1 >1 THAT ONE 1 


A "NOTORIOUS GPU KILLER 
1 AND WHOM KRI VITSKY HAD 
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THAT ONE HAN- BftUE^SE, (WHOM HE IDENTIFIED AS 
WHO CAST A SEEP -PELL OF FEAR ON THE GENERAL* 

DESCRIBED IN HIS WRITINGS AS A "RED JUDA: 

CO-WORKERS. .IN THE SOVIET SECRET SERVICE) WAS IN NEW YORK WITHIN THE I 
FOUR MONTHS. 

WALDMAN DEMANDED TO KNOW WHAT BRUESSE WAS DOING IN THE UNITED SATI 
HOW HE GOT HERE, WHO HIS ASSOCIATES ARE AND WHERE AND HOU HE FUNCTIOr 
" LSN’T THAT A MATTER FOR THE FBI TO TNVFSTT GATE2 S. HE ASKED. "FAI1 
ON ITS PART TO ACT IN THIS CASE WILL LEAVE THE PLAIN INFERENCE THAT 
ANYONE EXPOSING FOREIGN ESPIONAGE IN OUR COUNTRY, AND GIVING OUR 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AS TO THE GPU ACTIVITIES, ACTS AT HIS OUN-PER] 


\ 


"THE REXPQL XIBLITY AND DUTY OF THE FBI IS PLAIN. THEY 
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ADD * T A LD MAN# 

LATI TODAY', WALDMAN INJECTED A NEW DEVELOPMENT INTO THE CASE TO 
EMPHASIZE HIS THEORY THAT KRIVITSKY EITHER WAS ASSASSINATED OR DRIVEN 
TO SUICIDE. HE' PRODUCED A LETTER SENT TO MISS SUZANNE LA FOLLETTE, 

A FRIEND OF THE KRIVITSKY FAMILY AND SECOND COUSIN OF SEN. ROBERT 

LA THE L LETTER^ SAID^Y^ALDMAN TO HAVE BEEN WRITTEN EY A "PAUL WOHL" 

WHO CLAIMED KRIVITSKY OWED HIM $200, INSTRUCTED MISS LA FOLLETTE TO 
"TELL YOUR FRIEND THAT AN OMINOUS MAN IS IN NEW YORK — HANS. 

WALDMAN DUCTED THE LETTER AS ADDING THAT* 

•HIS. (KKIVITSKY'S) DEVIOUS PRACTICES JUSTIFY THIS WARNING. I 
HESITATE TO SEND IT. IT MAY EE BETTER TO LET THE RATS DEVOUR THE RAT-. 

WALDMAN DOUBTED THAT KRIVITSKY OWED ANY MONEY, SAYING HIS LATE 
CLIENT WAS FINANCIALLY INDEPENDENT. 
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Reveals Workings 


Stalin 

6 Axnien’ 


in U.S. 


BY MEYER ZOLOTAREFF. 

Albert Goldman, for many years : 
an intimate friend and legal ad-j 
visor of the slain Leon Trotsky,! 
told, in Chicago today of the many- 
instances in which men had been 
killed by agents of Stalin. | 

He believes Gen. Walter G. Krl- 
Yitaky* found dead in a Washing- 
ton hotel Monday r was also a vic- 
tim of the Stalin killers. Gold- 
man has long been a student of the 
operations of the OGPU, Stalin’s 
secret police. 

NAMES KILLERS. 

He said he believed KrMUky 
was murdered Just like Trotsky, 
Trotsky’s son and prominent men 
in Germany and Spain. Goldman, 
who is on his way to New York, 
even named many of the expert 
killers used by Stalin to wipe out 
huS^mles in all parts of the 
world. 

Goldman said he was positive 



ALBERT GOLDMAN 
'Krivitsky was murdered . . 


anyone who fins against Stalin. 
You cannot resign, yon cannot 
escape from tic dutches. Krtvit- 
iky also fell Its victim. 

When told that evidence leads 
to believe Krivitsky had commit- 
ted suicide, Goldman replied: 

“Even If Krivitsky had killed 
himself because he got sick and 
tired of leading a hunted life, the 
world must consider him, just the 
tame, a victim of Stalin and hit 
OGPU. 

“As far ms I am concerned, 1 
will still believe it It murder arils- 
I tlcaily masquerading at suicide. 
For I know very well the methods 
of the OGPU, which often pur- 
ities the world by making a slay- 
ing look like a suicide," 

Goldman recited many similar 
cases, where Stalin’s foes had 
been murdered and the world 
made to believe they had ended 
their own lives. He pointed to 
the case of Leon Sadoff, Trotsky's 



FRANK JACKSON 
After he slew Trotsk; 


that Krivitsky, former Soviet mil- 
itary intelligence chief, knew well 
that he was to be the latest vic- 
tim of the Soviet's murderers. 

Krivitsky knew Stalins killers; own son, who In 1938 was found 
were shadowing him, Goldman in Paris dead from poison. The 
said, and was well aware of their) French police issued a verdict 
ability and their blind devotion to of suicide, but Goldman said he 


their master, Stalin. 


FLEES IN FEAR. 

As a result of the recent Influx 
of Stalin's agents to New York 


had document* proving agents of 
the OGPU had poisoned young 
Leon, 

Another son of Trotsky, Serge, 
had been “liquidated" during the 


sister who lived in German; 
cently committed suicide. Tb 
cumstances leading to her 
have never become known. 

Goldman related other 
stances of how far the arm I 
OGPU can reach He aald: 


Krivitsky began looking for a’ bloody purge trials in Russia. In 
place of refuge, traveling from oneithls case, the OGPU stated, it 
city to another. In constant fear ? disposed of Serge because he had 


to be caught In the trap set lor 
him by Stalin and his OGPU. 

Mr. Goldman said: 


Z 


been active In spreading disease 
among Russia's population, by 
spreading contagious bacilli. A 


The OGPU does not forgfre daughter of Trotsky, and Serges 


“Take, for instance, Wilfr 
en ecu berg, a prominent Gi 
Communist. 1 met him y mi 
in Berlin. When Hitler eai 
power be fled to Prance. A 
ally of Stalin, be later bad 
misunderstanding with him, 
lie was ordered to dome t 
Kremlin, but refused. Then y 
word be bad hanged himself 
I have statements from"] 

| investigated the matt 
say Willie had been murdtrt 
“Andrei NJn, bead of the 
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fch Touro' party. * aemi-Trotsky 
iic group, was arrested by the loy- f 
alls! government during the civil 
war in Spain. It w*i found later 
that he had been kidnaped by an 
OGPU agent and killed, because he 
was another of Stalin's important 
foea" 

. Ti 1. ik. ulnlnn «f flrtMrWon 
10 VI 1C U^IUMWM V* >- vm il I ■■■ » , 

that Mexico City and’ New York 
are now prominent centers of 
Stalin'* OGPU. He said: l 

t ♦'Most of the OGPU agents re- 
side In Mexico, because this 


land 


r i saiest i or tneiD >v present. Ths 
*J^« of Stalin's secret intelll 


'aeads of Stalin’s secret 
jnce apparatus for the Western 
hemisphere have made (heir head-j 
larters in New York City. Be- 
* murdering Trltsky, the slayer. 



Goldman paid, he met a man, 
known as the most vicious killer 
of the OGPU, who had been 
swinging Stalin's ax during the 
Spanish war. 

When asked about Trotsky's 
widow, Natalia, Goldman said she 
resides In her old home near 
Mexico with her 16 -year-old 
grandson 4 ‘Sleva ” She is depressed 
since her husband’s death. She is 
preparing for publication Trotsky ’a 
unfinished book on Stalin. Guards, 
secretaries and friends guard her 
against possible OGPU attemps to 
liquidate her, too. 


Krivitsky Slain 
Says lunney 


LEON TROTSKY 
Assassin Jackson’s victim. 



; “*V"Y V-7YJ k» * man who joined the Intern* - 

,*k Jackson, had to go to Ncw iUtmal a Rt*iini«t outfit 

* ** fel A ..Jin the Spanish loyalist army, who 

«« nU I dl< * nj bseqtiently In one of Gem 

* the Communist _Party ^'Franco’* concentration camps. 

>e U d 1 ?* SI, Vlf?*, l \ #4 In one of his articles the alahi 

o the Kremlin and become an ^ KrivlUfcy disclosed that the 
ependent party. They also pen- * OGptJ CAmt tot0 po <,f 
tie every organisation which ttwwwwl « ^ 

In some way or other warworn ^mem^nT ofthi 

•d by Stalin, such a* ^ho'H^ternatlonal brigade. That prove* 
oferal groups. Stalin's agents - 

«e U. S. also devote much of l 
activity to industrial and 
ary espionage.* 
f erring to Trosry's murder, 
man said he had proof that 


2 Die as Canadian 
Trains Crash Head-on 


conclusively that Jacson was a 
I member of the OGPU." 

i On a recent visit to Mexico City, 


TRENTON, Ont„ Feb. 12,— UP> 
—The engineer and firemen of m 
passenger train were killed today 
in thl head-on collision with 
freight train east of Trenton. 


MINNEAPOLIS, Feb 12.- 
Gene Tunnev. former world 
heavyweight boxing champlo] 
told a University pf Minnesot 
audience last night be was cor 
vinced a slaying — not suicide — « 
plained the death of General Wa! 
ter G, Krivitsky, former Sovi< 
secret sendee agent who was fotm 
shot to death In a W ashing tc 
hotel room Monday. 

Tunney said In his estimatio 
the "suicide notes" found in Kr 
vltsky* room were forged. 

*T knew General Krivitsky wel 
.j.j | knsw he had toe smeh i 
live for to commit suicide," Tui 
ney said. 


I NAZI PRISONERS ESCAPE. 

CALGARY, Feb. 12<— UF>— ' Two 


German prisoners of war escaped 
from a working party near a 
prairie internment camp at dusk 
yesterday. 



’ tyer Jacson had been a 
«f the OGPU. He said : 

*o the United 
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MNG IS DELAYED 


Waldman’* Plea That General 
Was Ogpu Victim Puts Off 
Issuance of Certificate 


POLICE SURE HE TOOK LIFE 


Former Reich Officer Asserts 
EX'Spy Chief Purchased 
Pistol to Kill Himself 


■p*efil to Tw Niw Tbjix Tuna. 
WASHINGTON, Feb . 11 - The 

metropolitan police remained con* 
vinced today that General Walter 
G. Krivi tsky , former Red Army 
apy chief, took hi# own life yester- 
day in the Hotel Bellevue here. 
Formal issuance of a suicide cer- 
tificate was delayed only by the 
plea of l^ouls Wald man, Krivi tslcy's 
lawyer, that Ogpu agents might 
have driven Krivitsky to aelf- 
deetructlon by terrorist tactics, or 
that they might have killed him 
and made it look like suicide. 

In either case, Ur. Waldman 
contended, Krivitsky’* death is a 
challenge to the Federal Govern- 
ment, which up to now has refused 
to enter the investigation- 
The lawyer pointed out that the 
tense little man who bad been 
Stalin'# chief agent In Western 
Europe bad given the United States 
valuable information about Red 
spy activity in this country. Not 
to in vestige La hit death, Ur. Wald- 
man said, would be to scare off 
other possible witnesses with vai- 
lAbie information, 
i In Chicago, Albert Goldman, for- 
merly Counsel for Leon Trotsky, 
who Am assassinated in Mexico 
City last Bummer by Soviet opera- 
tive*, disclosed a motive for the 
possible murder of Krivitsky. He 
said he had recently negotiated 
with the general to help solve the 
Trotsky killing. 

Dies Bom Other* in Peftl 

Representative Martin Dies, head 
or the Houee Committee which in 
1£39 heard Krivitsky giv# startling 
details of Ogpu operations in the 
United States, toJd reporters that 
"what happened to Krivitsky may 
happen to a lot of others." He said 
that both Trotsky and Krivitsky 
| feared eventual death at Ogpu 




notes that clearly showed suicidal 
Intent. The dead general’s friends, 
familiar with Ogpu tactl J I , Tflfa f 
the Red agents knew enough about 
Krivitsky'# home Ufe-of his affec- 
tion for his wife and 7-year-old son 
—to have forged these notes, but 
the police handwriting expert, after 
comparing the notes with other 
specimens of the dead spy chief's 
writing, is positive the notes wera 
written by tbs general. 

No Sign of Struggle 

Nowhere In Krivitsky * room did 
the detectives see any sign of 
struggle. The automatic pistol that 
fired the .SS-raliber bullet Into Xrl- 
vitsky’s right temple — and the 
wound wm a "blast," or contact, 
wound— was not in the dead man’s 
band where assassins most likely 
would have placed it. The police 
rest their suicide finding on these 
facts. 

In the face of all this, Mr. Wald- 
man said: "Whether suicide or 

murder, the GPU is responsible for 
this man'* death. If it was suicide, 
he was driven to It by GPU bound- 
ing-" The lawyer said he had 
turned over to the F. B, I.^the 
name of a man in New Tork who 
had warned Krivitsky that Hans 
Bruesae, Soviet agent and former 
Krlviteky subordinate, was in New 
Tork City. The general had written 
of his fear of this man. 

Mr. Waldman said: if Wbat Is 
Han# Bruesse, a foreign agent, do- 
ing in the United States? How did 
he get in? Who are his associates? 
Where and bow does he function? 
Aren't these matter* for the F. B. 1. 
to investigate? Failure on its part 
to act In this case will leave the 
plain inference that any one expos- 
ing foreign espionage In our coun- 
try and giving our government in- 
formation about GPU activities In 
the United States does so at his 
peril. 

Wohl Issued Warning 

The man who warned General 
Krivitsky that Hans Bruesie was 
In New Tork> It turned out, la Paul 
Wohl of 178 Lexington Avenue, who 
collaborated with Krivitsky in a 
series of expoet articles written t» 
Paris in the Winter of 1W8. 

On Jan. 7 Mr. Wohl wrote to Miss 
Suzanne La Follette, a friend of 
General Krtvltaky’s. Hi* message 
said: \ 

"My Dear Miss La FolletteVwiil 
you please inform your honon^ble 
friend, K, that an ominous perfon 
ia in New Tork: Hans. This letter 
Is addressed to you since K bides 
from me, . . , His devious prac- 
tices hardly Justify this warning. 

1 hesitate to send it. It might be 
better to let the rats devour each 
other. . , . T«Jr* truly, Paul Wohl. 

The "K" referred to was Krivli 
sky. He and Mr. Wohl had bad 
falling out over money matters 
something connected with their 
writings. Today, In New Tork, Mr. 
Wohl said he knew that Krivitsky 
—"a haunted and hunted man/' he 
called him— had pop te m plated sui- 
fflilrr run i 
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(•rnd to the **• House metfr 
an* «•*"•* 2? the ‘ ‘homicide 
here tov*^Ur»t»o «* ^ ps wm 
i thoy woul * f l tier* for It to have 

1 1 suit their enemies. fri«ftd» In 

artg^srsff«M 

ss^s?s5?a.-s!saa 

\ rtMtty for Mokow* goj^ had 

that in r^orS^£n iP^ 

l ha aal<L ^_»'JS[V,y»li*t laglm* 

I tha eoUapaa Irom 

!nJ£Tto eL5aet*t'» 4 

Franc* «■ ~r^. communists w “° 

camps ood we^ _™ oeraieny and 
aald. oh »)£S2iy^LrmS^U t 11 *** 

n Xa r<MWM to Jnterfo f « ^ 

nJS-®S2®SSl 

VSfe 

•tub** KrtTitahy 7 ** 

: & who taj- hioj hothta «s 
country «»d o b ™»f tl “ ^ murf*« 

L wto wm Jn * gJ lt “Srltl« o* th* 

• U«tou*lT with tna ac« thnt ho 

1®! «ZJS »“.'SSS“- 

L In# about their collap** 

I It mi pointed out that on «* 
visit to England lmat year KrMtoky 
had ft«n T^ hl * £ 

the BrltUh Government that led to 
wholesale arreata of fifth 
In England, More recently, the Brttp 
lah autborlUee Invited him to tMI 

»&^?SSiC 

of Amertcan authorttlee to pay 
aerioue attention to what be toW 
them. The eole exception wa* Rep- 
reeentotlee Dt«e, It waa pointed out. 
The general’* friends had made 
much of the fact that he had no 
pistol when be left New Torkfor 
the South laet Wedneeday. Th^ 
war cleared up today. Kital Wolf 
Dohert, a former German Army 01 - 
fleer, of Charlottewvllle, Va., dto 
tloeed that KrMtaky came to hie 
home lam Thursday, that the po- 
•v trft j bought the eulclde pietol In 
I Charlotteeville and that he mt up 
* until SAM, Sunday writing the 
suicide notes. Kriritaliy went Into 
Washington and registered at the 
Bellevue at t F, M. 3 under. 

Metropolitan police who know 
Uttle or nothing of the devious 
methods attributed to Red under- 
cover agents, on the other hand, 
stood on the bare physical facte 
they encountered when they en- 
tered Krlvltsky's hotel room early 
yesterday. 

The room was, roughly, about ten 
feet square. The one door to the 
l corridor was locked from tha tnr 
- -uim. by a throw latch, which the 
* mt fd opened -from the outside with 
. a master key. The wide window, 

VESriuf jut * m «l» «ui. -»• 

— -u the Inside also. There 
lore/^rivltsky left three 


wrlto Hl. note to uae 

1 SS-iTSjjwjj* ■gsflK 

1 blmself ^^ItT^ndthen they 
t° himself. 
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Congress 
Inquiry 

I May Make Appeal 
to Roosevelt; Dies 
Hints at Own^Jtftz 
EXCLUSIVE— Secretaj 

of Geru Kriyitsky^a OGPU— 
haunted life are revealed today 
by his close personal friend and 

I literary collaborator, Boris 
Shub, in an article on Page 4, 

By STD BOtHIL 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 12. — A 
Congrdsional Investigation of the 
fataj^xhooting of Gen. Walter G. 
Krlvftfiky was demanded today by 
his attorney, Louis Waldman, who 
insist* Krivitsty was a Russian 

AADTT 

- - nj 4 U UiUAUCi VAL kliJJl4 

*TT1 it to President Roosevelt, If 
I necessary, to insure that this case 
I Is thoroughly sifted by the Federal 
| anthoritie^ Wal dman said. 

The mystery of Krlvitsky's vio- 
j lent . death was intensified when 
I it became known that an tnvestl- 
I gation was under way to determine 
1 if the gun found beside the Gen* 
I eral was the same one he purchased 
■ on Thursday at Charlottesville, va, 

j DOUBTS ABOUT GUN. 



Two of the last friends to see Geru 
Walter Krfvitsky alive were Eitel Wolf 
Dobert, author and ex-Storm Trooper from 
German y, and his Grecian wife. Mar- 


i »_ _i 


guerua, wun wnom nes bhuwu bwtv. 

Mrs. Dobert said today she felt convinced 


Krivitsky “couldnot have taken Ills life,* 
bat Dobert supported -mental m order* 
theory advanced by Rep. Martin Dies 
chairman of the House committee befon 

IT vleitobv kn J (rlvnn anfi . fiAVHM 
w iuvu unmon; «»u ft 1 ’ v “ 

testimony* International Soundphoto, 
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Hinted by Dies 



r "mental murder" and In**' 
5 would conduct u inquiry. 
^ <hrl »r *U o fi followed a 
i tbc flour of the House hr 

1. 

ft 

LtbfNteni 
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_ Hdu- of the OOFU. 0*0 
■ tew ted o tend in Krivtt- 
L teath, still via at hrn Id 
D ttnvoUa. Tb* ittantj In* 
i to have th* handwriting of 
*ha» Met In the cate on- 
to determine If KrtvUakj 

I written t hem . 


The mystery of the death can 
' i inquiry. 


I a feature of Uu i 


; dlK. 1 the M eaUtan 
found near Krivttsky 
hit body was 
j snday nr- - ng at the 
eUevue h ’ b:cn traced to Prl- 
! France McCourt of the 
Cores . Providence, R, L. a 
l of Frank IL McCourt, million- 
i Beaton contractor. 

■ McCourt had owned the 
l while a student at Georgetown 
| University and, according to police, 
HA two yean ifo, 

I ■ At the Charlottesville Hardware 
rfcompany. In Charlottesville, Ve., 
I where Krifitiky purchased his 
|nm, ft was said he had bought a 
1 AK calibre Colt automatic. 



mth In fegtopd under the 
of Walter Ifccama * 

I Joined him early hi March, 
IM Be was rstodlitc to W*st- 
a ssetton of 

the Bt Ue* 


CALIBRE DISPUTED, 

Yet Dobert. the 
trooper, insisted the gun had been 
of smaller calibre. 

DOBUTI STATEMENT. 

Dobert Is the •'Dobertov* men- 
tioned to one of the suicide notes 
and live* near Charlottesville with 
his beautiful 30-year-old Grecian 
wife. Marguerite, 

"General KiivtUky bought a JI 
calibre fm; I am positive of It be 
cause t handled It myself," Dobert 
declared. 

And Mrs. Dobert explained: 

*1 drove the General to town 
last Thursday because he wanted 
to bay a fan fer self-protection. 
He told «■ that Haas Breume. a 
notorious OOTV killer, had been 
sent to this country to asaamhiate 
him as Trotsky had bora 
derod. 

"We went to a Charlottesville 
hardwnto store, whore Walter 


PAUL WOHL 

Govt Warning of Danger 


killed hlmaoff, but was irtven to tt 
by to w i siw t worry .* 


jy** » £“J* *«. Opr 

S* “• »* thHl, 


WASHED BT WBITEK. 

It was Paul Wohl. a stocky free 
lance writer, of ITS Lexington 
ave.. New York, who first warned 
Krivltiky that the alleged "Red 
Judas’* killer, Bruesse, was in that 
city. Wohl, however, was of the 
opinion that the GeneraJ had 
killed himself. 

Wohl explained that though a 
long-time friend of Krlvitaky, he 
had broken with him — "in a 
friendly manners-over 
matters growing out of literary 
work ha had done lor Krirttokj 
In Farts. 

*Bwt I saw Ihu ni en Mb are. 
one afternoon and drridrd to wan 
K aaald net to-*- -H 
■a I wrote a letter to 
‘ PeUette, who I 
when he was. 1 




on the Red Amy article, dlscomed 
the situation abroad and Its eff act 
on his plana. Time and again he 
told me that as soon as be was 
^ f r to i p that tatsodad to 

fight the war "to the end, and 
against Stalto as wen as Hitler." 
be would leave for England, 
he said that be wanted his wife 
and 7-year-old son safely estab- 
lished In the United State* before 
going abroad. 

At the same time, he was always 
an guard against any uaexpectsd 
meeting with one of Ui former 
acenU. To my aamruces that be 
was safe In Canada, he invariably 
replied that he was certain that 
the OOFU knew every mov em ent 
he made; and was hiding its time. 

te said. Ta safer 


"CHzarn an the tuck* 

*>• -mImUj iU«d my k» | 

i ^ “f. -« tat km mb J 

* *“ **— I 

. "° B . *•*■»**/ he uh te mm f.j 
drive to rtm me tu iu J 

"fh uL*U**“i <4frtt *~Ueel 

..““p husband even let Urn try! 
his heavier M automatic. 1 

Dob A refugee from Qar- 

becmuj * h* Wroto a book 1 

^°^ ucr - ** be w «! 
a miliar with American firearms I 

snd could not possibly have made I 
my mistake as to the calibre off 
he gun Kriritoky bought^ 1 


this o e aiilij km war 
ad OGFtJ agents dean 
walk frady through the streets the 
u to New York 

Washington, 

"But that ImbI am they 
aren’t watching me. Stalin never 
forgets, and never forgtvea Baseff 
led to get me la New Tork. 
Sergei Basoff was the Soviet op- 
eraUve who accosted Krivltsky 
and a friend on March 7, 1*39, in 
a 42nd st, cafeteria. Sent to the 
United States years ago to act as 
a permanent agent In this coun- 
try, he was working at this time 
under CoL Boris Bytoff. 

"Whet about OoL BykoffT" 
asked him. 

Ha turned white and abut i_ 
Ilka a dam at the mention U OoL 
Bykoff. the Soviet agent sent to 
this country in HU to take charge 
of the Sonet spy network la this 


A few days later. ! 

m settled to a a 

apartment, the addrem 
was not known to more 
persons, all completely 
About six weeks ago I i 
for the last time. Again 1 
ttoned me about the ’ 
i Ht told ms for the IM 1 
had received a letter pen *' 
iky written a few dan 
anamination, In which, tl 
Soviet War rgmmlmar 
the ocnvicttori 
OOFU would soon kill him^ 
sky). 

be added, aa 
walking along an ww 
vet at about U 
And although I I 

him say so uur thnee 
new detected a .terrifying j 
certainty. 

Soon after I teamed t 
been confronted on s 


Rirulid CoL Bykoff 

Had Been Hi* Aid# 


|AW KEJYITSKY 1 


^ ^ 

(-•asMKas 


, ^k before h* eW toSI^I 

rtbert aalA 

«ther ay wife was afmM to 9 

'* *«» *n the wr*di atone. Q 

• ^Plained f u -- -*■ * - H 


herself 


t she % 


& 


/M a gun 
W» hew 


But one evening , about a week 
later, to a Montreal hotel, he sud- 
denly began to speak of Bykoff. 
In his Saturday Evening Foot ar- 
ticle entitled "My Flight from 
StalteT be stated only that: 
"Knowing the ways of Stalin. I 
had no doubt that he had en- 
trusted the Job of organising a 
hunt for me on this side of the 
Atlantic to Col. Bykoff. - 
gad that was all. 

But now, in the Spring of 1940 J 
almost a year later, te suddenly 
told me that Bykoff had worked 
under him to Italy, to 1*30, when 
Krivltsky was to chart* of Soviet 
totettigenc* to that country. , 
Bykoff, he told me, bad been 
very devoted to him, but ha was 
even more devoted to the Soviet 
system — a nfhlyrr kflkr who 
would murder hi* closest friend 
without hesitation If the organ- 
ottered’ With a look 



aide, who directed 
on his hfs 

1 ST! tn Fra 

Without nrprrrtntot 
writing of the three not 
KrMtekyf room. It U i 

express any definite t < 
their authenticity. The 1 
facta an worth 
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KRIVITSKY VICTIM OF SUICIDE 
MANIA, 5 AYS CLOSE FRIEND 


I An intimate of the slain <jr self-destroyed Gen. Walter A.| 
4- * | Krivitsky who sheltered him in Paris, planned his flight to 
* ^ the United States and lived with him for nine months in 
New York, told The News last night that Krivitsky had fre- 
quently spoken of suicide and had a “persecution mania.” 
writer and a closed m “ 


Paul Wohl t 

friend and collaborator of Krivit- 
aky since 1937, aaid the death of 
the former Russian spy in a Wash- 
ington hotel on Monday appeared 
to be * definitely suicide/’ 

D*«bu 'Hans* Incriminated. 

Of a mysterious character called 
"Bans,” sometimes referred to as 
Hans Bmease, Wohl said, “It seems 
highly improbable that he had any- 
thing to do with it." Hans was 
brought into the picture Monday 
j i night by Krivitsky friends who 
m branded Hans as one of the 
. \ OGPU^ most wily and blood- 
thiretf killers. 

Swie of the Krivitsky-ites went 
s<^far as to charge that Hans was 
sent here for the express purpose 


1 


of erasing Kravitsky and making 
it appear a* a suicide. 

Actually it was V oh! who 
brought Hans into the drama in 
the first place. He saw him in 
New York five weeks ago, getting 
on a bus on Fifth Ave., north of 
Madison Square, and passed the 
word on to Krivitsky. 

“Since Hans remained in the 
OGPU when Krivitsky quit, I' 
thought he would want to know,” 
Wohl said. 

“Haas ' a Loci Expert. 

But far from being a brutish 
slayer, said Wohl, Hans is a fai, 
blond Ihitch youth of M, who 
served his OGPU apprenticeship 
under Krivitsky tn Paris in 1937. 


He s Iso, according to Wohl, acted 
as Krivitsky’* chauffeur, handyman 
and political diad pie— prior to 
Krivitaky's break with the Soviet. 
Hans’ specialty as an OGPU agent, 
Wohl said, was his skill as a lock 
expert. This may have caused the 
accusers to draw conclusions about 
the locked door of the room in 
which Krivitsky * body was found, 
he pointed out, 

Wohl said he had three reasons 
for doubting that Hans would have 
been assigned to liquidate Krivit- 
sky, even if the OGPU ever made 
such plans. 

Nat Killer Type. 

First, he said, Krivitsky knew 
H an* very well and would he on 
guard against him — he could not 

g tftlt his prey. 

Second, Krivitsky, as Hans’ 
teacher, had a great influence over 
him and — even though they're 


Apolitical enemies now — Hans t 
probably never harm him. 

Third, Hans was not the ty 
agent naafgnad to killings. 

• tgghnjgl grt g rt and of too 
a catibre fortliia work,” Wohl 
Krivitsky, with whom he 
and worked for nine month 
1 14th St, near Riverside I 
was portrayed by Wohl as a b 
ing individual who lived 
4t world of super morals.” 

Often Talked of Suicide 
"I think he died just beeau 
could not live unless he h 
cause. Since exposing the S 
he has felt that the whole 
against him. When vt 
together., he often talked oi 
cine. 

He interpreted every mo 1 . 
Russian politics as someth ir 
rected against him personal^ 
often told me men were foil- 
him and he was dheessed wit 
notion that some one ^L£ 
to kill him.” 
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Suicide Nofesh- 
Called ‘Forced’ 

The widow of Gen. Welter G. Krivitiky, through the 
writer friend to whom one of KriviUkj’* “farewell" notes 
wa» eddreased, last nifht expressed to the Daily Mirror 
her absolute conviction" that the anthStaliniat leader had 
ndt voluntarily ended his life. ' 

"He was forced 
to do what he 
did, if be 


MfcV 


com 

mitted suicide; 
she declared. 

"But I don't be- 
lieve he ever 
wrote those 
notes. That was 
. not h U way of 
expressing him- 
self." 

Her statement 
was relayed and 
seconded by Suz 
anne LaFotlette. 
magazine writer 
and cousin of 
Sen. LaFollette. 

Miss LaFollette 
said she and 
Mrs. Krivltsky 
agreed the Gen- 
eral's three "sui- 
cide" notes had 
been dictated by 
his slayers under 
threat of killing 
his wife and soft 
The writer told 
of a recent con- 
versation wit hi 
Krivitafy In 
which he altl- 
dzed efforts by 

“I saw him a 
New York,” *e 
suite st the Hotel 
Ave. and W. 33 
talked about the war u every- 
body Is doing these days. We 
agreed that lifting the moral 
embargo against Russia Is a 
mistake and he added: 

"7 believe our Government 
Is awaken In the Idea ttcJT 
|re*m Stalin gran ftoytfg 
wRh Hitler.* - i 

tDu LaFoUette, wtw mrsee 
mary of th* 

■Woo that 
Moscow trials, was wnghstlr to 
her bsljgf that he Old not 


"by the agents of the OGPlk. 
They osuld haw forced 
write those note* by i 
log his wife and child. 

'The OGPU stops at 
in this co un try. 

“I remember that, when 1M- 
sky wu murdered. Gw Kitvtt- 
skysaid T win be neat % to 
only a matter of ton r* 

"H* often warned his 
th it he would be killed and It 
would be made to look Me sto- 
dde." 

Mbs LaNfette 
■that one 

1 Ttobertov." 

ate of Krtv Si ky. 

"Krtvtttoy ns ve 

md wdd is tarn 

, this." she said. *AMo, he 

himself Waller JCrMtoy. Be 
Invariably stoned htoadfto 
ly as KrWbtoy. . 

"In the letter addressed to 
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Kerensky Names 
Killer, Says Stalin 
Doomed Krivitsky 




Mr, Clcr " ..... 
Mr. Fox**-!* - 

Mr. w.r mn 


Mr. Gl*v:„ 
Mr. Nii'Ji ,1 


Kv BAY DOYIB AND WILLIAM FALVM. 

(MmcH Hit »r »• Bull Mlnwl 

Alexander Kerensky, the man who freed Russia 
from the crushing yoke of the Czars only to see it 
shackled by Stalin, yesterday charged that General 
Witter G. Krivitsky — his recent ally — was murdered 
¥ Ion direct orders from the 

; Kremlin by the OGPU’s 
most brutal killer* whom 
he named. 

In an exclusive interview 
at his I4ew York home, Ke- 
f ; renaky told the Mirror Kri- 
\ vitsky knew before Christ- 
irnit that the wuiin was 
here to kill him* 

He revealed also that Krivitsky 
had no tilled Federal authorities 
I of his dancer* 

"Krivitsky became more de- 
pressed daily* He confided to 
me that be felt his exposes o£ 
OGFU activities here were not 



ALEXANDER KERENSKY 

'J£rrr itaky cm 04*4 «• me*..** 




tonic* information" 
l, which was promptly de- 
both departments. 
Obvious fear that his own 
r yet be claimed by Stalin, 
r spoke guardedly of his 
of OGPU operations 
.But be aid; 

wtrr la the mvy 
moat vickms murderer jf 
the Soviet We know hfn. 
his methods. /His 


being carefully considered. But 
he was not the mati to commit 
suicide," Kerensky saVL 
Ln Washington, the death re- 
- maincd listed as a suicide, over 
(protests of Krivitsky ’s attorney, 
Louis Waldman, and Congress- 
man Dies, who called it the “big- 
gest story of the year” and prom- 
ised startling revelations, 
i Late yesterday Rep. Rankin 
CD. Kiss ) charged on the floor of 
House that a “murderer's 
rt" had kmed Krivitsky, De- 


Rankin asaertodT^fc 

was hi the wrong place for ft 
%k have been sufchk ." v 
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Root Out the Ogpu? ~~ r 

. Whether the death of Gen. Walter V. 
Krtvitsky, former chief of the Russian in- 
telligence, shall finally prove suicide or mur* 
ier, the agents in this country of the Rur- 
ilan secret police should be founded up and 
tailed or deported. The probabilities seem 
to be that Krivitsky was assassinated, as 
Trotsky was in Mexico, by Stalin's measen- 
gers of personal revenge. Political assas- 
sination is rightly held in particular abhor- 
rence in this country; and the American 
government cannot afford to tolerate its 
agencies. 

It should noL be too difficult for the Bu- 
reau of Investigation of the Department of 
Justice to locate and identify the tnenjbers 
Of the Ogpu in this country and with them 
the agencies of the Gestapo, the similar ttazi 
ted-orist organization. Neither the Ogpu 
nor the Gestapo can have any. legitimate 
business in the United States; neither is 
here for our good. 

Determining who, if anybody, killed IJrk 
vitsky is the immediate problem, but tttc-' 
Ing the Bed and the Brown spy networks 
is even more important. So long as they 
are intact nobody in this country to whom 
Stalin or Hitler may take a dislike can be 
called safe; no industry can be protected 
from sabotage, 
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Levine Believes 
Reds Murdered 
Gen. Krivifsky 


Writer Warns 
of OGPUWeb 
Over America 


Special la the New York Journal 
ud American. 

^ WEST PALM BEACH, Tla., Feb 
12.— Oeh, Welter G. Krivttaky was 
"probably” killed by OOPU acent* 
In a carefully hatched Stalinist 
J"** Don Levine, KririUky’t 
collaborator, asserted today. 

D«Mrln* he was convinced the 
OOPU h as established "a network 
thwifh North America.'" Levine 
f warned that the u. S. Government 
51“?-“® ttroa * “««uref to pre- 

* ttTt 01 by 8ta 

itaist 


FEAJt OF MUKDEb. 

Kriritaky lived in «ucb mortal 
fear of assassination. Levine re- 
vealed, that when the Um Com- 
mittee aouiht to wrvt a friendly 
eubpoena on him the server had 
to be driven by Levine to a aecret 
*° ,ro “ "«* To* 
Pe»on«llT tatroduewd to 

Krivltccy. 

Levine dlacloeed that a month 
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